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PRESS RELEASE for Town’s Web Site:
Date of Press Release 7/6/2020
Water Works Board of Directors:
President: George Smith	Secretary: Rick Volbrecht
Members: Larry Kondrat, Ed Dabrowski, Curt Schroeder
Waterworks Supt: John Bach	Attorney: Robt Tweedle	Engineer: Derek Snyder
Water Works: Kim Webb	Water Works: Mark Knesek

Summary of 6/25/2020 for Study Session and Regular Meeting:

6//25/2020 Study Session:

The Water Board discussed future work on the Water Tower just north of the Meijer Store and adjacent to US 41and the Water Tow at Ridge Rd and Grace St

See New Business below for Action the Water Board initiated.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

6/25/2020 Regular Meeting:  Actions Approved:

Unfinished Business and General Orders:

1. The Board approved $38,366.08 payment to Grimmer Construction for an emergency repair to the water main located at 10401 Indianapolis Bld.  This is the south entrance to the Target Store.

This work was done over April 23, 24, 28, May 19.  The work was completed at 2:00 PM, May 19.

SEE Appendix A below.  This is Mark Knesek’s Memo dated 6/22/2020 which itemizes the strategy considered to repair the problem and the work that was done.




New Business:

2. The Water Board approved action to inform the Town Council that the Water Board has directed the Water Board Attorney and NIES Engineering to develop specifications for a long term (20 year) maintenance contract for the Indianapolis Blvd Water Tank just north of Meijer and the Grace St Water Tank just south of Ridge Road

The Water Board will review at its next meeting on July 23 the specifications that have been completed by the Water Board Attorney and NIES Engineering. 

The  Study Session starts at 6:30 PM.  The Regular Meeting will begin immediately after the Study Session ends.

3. Mark Knesek has asked the Water Board and Sanitary Board to split the $29,000 cost to buy  a 
4 inch back up pump that the Water Dept and Sanitary Dept would share.

4. The Water Board approved these Claims:

Acct 062	$64.23	Consumer Deposits
Acct 064		$312,294.91	Waterworks Operating
Acct 066	$30,475.89	Water Improvements

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Appendix A (Mark Knesek Memo dated 6/22/2020) :

Memorandum(by Mark Knesek)

June 22, 2020
To: Highland Water Works Directors
From:	Mark Knesek, Operations Director
Re: Water Main Break, 10401 Indianapolis Blvd.
On April 23, 2020, the call out person received a call at 4:30 am in regards to a broken water main at the south entrance on Indianapolis Blvd., in front of the Target Store. The water was coming up next to the south/east traffic signal. He called for utility locates and headed to the garage to organize a crew. When we returned to the site, we noticed a BP pipeline marker and contacted them for locates.  The pipeline locator arrived at 8:30 am and marked their lines.
Due to the depth of the pipeline we used the Vactor to pothole the water main to get the depth. While potholing we hit a solid concrete base and discovered a fiber line around the concrete. Since the main was shut down to 10%, several restaurants had to close because of low water pressure. The crew potholed down to 12’ and Grimmer Construction was called because of the depth of the water line.  Midwestern Electric was also called to hold the traffic signal pole in place. When everyone arrived, we talked about the depth of the dig and the concrete block in the way. A decision was made to cut in (2) water valves so the water service would be restored to the restaurants. A valve was installed south of the water break and service was restore at 11:00 pm. The crew started the north valve but decided to return in the morning.
On April 24, 2020, Grimmer Construction crews returned to the site and installed the north valve.  Water service was returned to the north restaurants at 2:00 pm. 
On April 28, 2020, Grimmer Construction crews returned to pick up equipment and clean up the site.
After meetings with Town of Highland staff, Midwestern Electric, Grimmer Construction, and Nies Engineering a plan was put in place to try to remove the concrete and repair the water main.  Directional boring a new line was estimated at $80,000, so we decided to try to repair the main. 
On May 19, 2020, Midwestern Electric secured the existing traffic pole with a truck with chains holding the bottom and a boom securing the top. Water department crews used a breaker to remove the top half of the concrete base. Grimmer used a large excavator with a sling to pull the concrete base out of the ground. When concrete was removed, a 2’ section of water main was removed showing a 3” hole in the bottom. A new piece of water main was installed and all water was restored at 2:00 pm. The water main depth was 13’ due to separation under the BP pipeline.
In conclusion, the water main is now back in full service. The main break could have been the result of a pressure spike from Dyer and the Indianapolis elevated tank being out of service for cleaning and inspection.  Dyer is installing surge valves on some hydrants after the meter feed vault.  Highland Water Department is looking into a permanent surge valve after the meter with Dyer as a 50/50 partner.
The total invoice from Grimmer Construction is $38,366.08 
Mark Knesek Memo dated 6/22/2020
