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Enrolled Minutes of the Eighty-Second Regular Meeting 

For the Twenty-Fifth Highland Town Council

Monday, December 11, 2006

Study Session. 
The Twenty Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in a study session preceding the regular meeting on Monday, December 11, 2006 at 6:30 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana.

Silent Roll Call: Councilors Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Joseph Wszolek, Robert Helmer and Dan Dernulc were present. The Clerk-Treasurer, Michael W. Griffin was present to record the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

The Town Manager, Richard Underkofler was also present.

General Substance of Matters Discussed.

1.
The Town Council discussed the imminent agenda.

2.
The Town Council discussed particularly Ordinance No. 1336 regarding animal control fees and Ordinance No.1337 which would amend provisions regulating alarms in Town.

The study session ended at 7:01 O’clock p.m.

Regular Meeting.  The Twenty Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in its regular session on Monday, December 11, 2006 at 7:03 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the plenary meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana. 

The Town Council President Joseph A. Wszolek presided and the Town Clerk-Treasurer was present to record the proceedings.

The session was opened with Councilor Robert Helmer leading the pledge of allegiance to the United States Flag and offering a moment of silence reflection.

Roll Call: Present on roll call were Council Members Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Joseph Wszolek, Robert Helmer and Daniel Dernulc. The Town Clerk-Treasurer Michael Griffin was present to memorialize the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

Additional Officials Present: Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; Rhett Tauber, Town Council Attorney; John M. Bach, Public Works Director; Peter T. Hojnicki, Metropolitan Police Chief; Cecile Petro, Redevelopment Director; and Alex M. Brown, CPRP, Parks and Recreation Superintendent (joining later in the meeting).

Rev. Dr. Leroy Fassett of the Shared Ethics Advisory Committee was also present.

Minutes of the Previous Session

The minutes of the regular meeting of 27 November 2006 were approved by general consent.

Comments from the Public for Topics on the Agenda

This portion of the Town Council Meeting is reserved for persons who desire to address the Town Council.  Depending on the nature of he comments, the Town Council may direct the staff to address the topic or follow-up on matters that may arise from public comments. Persons addressing the Town Council are requested to limit their presentations to three (3) minutes and to try to avoid repetitious comments.
1. 
Jim Milligan, XXXX Eder, Highland, inquired about the purpose of requiring a fee and permit for alarms.

2. 
Joe Bartok, 9324 Spring creek Drive, Highland, expressed his support for the Town to act to withdraw from participating in Quad Town..

Communications:

1.  
A letter was read from Joe Pavnica communicating his desire and intention to resign from the Board of Water works Directors. (Effective upon filing unless the appointment authority acts to the contrary IC 5-8-4 et seq.).


The Town Council President acknowledged the resignation.

Staff Reports: The Council received the following reports as information for the record: 
• Building & Inspection Report for November 2006
	Permit Type
	No.
	Residential
	Commercial
	Est. Cost
	Fees

	Single Family
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Duplex/Condo
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Commercial
	1
	0
	1
	$800,000.00
	$8,320.00

	Residential Addit/Remodel
	141
	141*
	0
	$1,181,689.00
	$10,371.00

	Commercial Addit/Remodel
	7
	0
	7
	$153,868.00
	$2,678.00

	Sheds 
	0
	0
	0
	$0.000
	$0.00     

	Fences
	6
	5
	1
	$18,150.00
	$546.00

	Garage
	1
	1
	0
	$12,540.00
	$307.00

	Swimming Pools
	0
	0
	0
	
	$0.00

	Misc. Permits
	1
	1
	10
	$50,000.00
	$66.00

	Signs
	7
	0
	7
	$33,734.00
	$1,917.00

	Fire Repair 
	0
	0
	0
	$0
	$0

	Total:
	164
	148
	26
	$2,249,981.00
	$24,205.00

	Electrical Permits
	54
	48
	6
	
	$1,928.00

	Plumbing Permits
	5
	1
	4
	
	$663.10

	Water Meters
	0
	0
	0
	
	$0.00

	Water Taps
	0
	0
	0
	
	$0.00

	Sewer Taps
	0
	0
	0
	
	$0.00

	Total:
	5
	1
	4
	
	$663.10


There were 41 final building inspections, 9 plumbing inspections, and 55 electrical inspections. There were 2 electrical exams given. *43 of the residential permits were due to flood damage.

• Fire Department Report for November 2006
	
	Month
	Y.T.D.
	Previous Y.T.D.
	Task Hours

	General Alarms
	8
	114
	122
	 

	Car Fires
	3
	18
	19
	 

	Still Alarms
	10
	140
	84
	 

	Ambulance
	0
	4
	7
	 


• Workplace Safety Report for November 2006
There were no incidents reported in November. The following incident summary was filed:

	Department
	Injuries this Month
	Year to Date

2006
	Total in 2005
	Restricted Days 2006
	Lost Workdays

This Year
	Restricted Days Last Year (2005)
	Lost Workdays Last Year (2005)

	Parks
	0
	2
	4
	0
	0
	20
	0

	Fire
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Police
	0
	7
	4
	0
	9
	0
	0

	Street
	0
	5
	10
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Water & Sewer
	0
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	196

	Maint.
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	9
	0

	Other
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	TOTALS:
	0
	17
	23
	2
	9
	29
	196


Effective January 1, 2002, OSHA changed the record keeping guidelines. The municipality now counts the number of days lost from the day after the injury until the employee returns to work. Weekend, holidays, vacation days or other days scheduled off are included in the lost days count to a maximum of 180 days.

Unfinished Business and General Orders:

1. 
Introduced Ordinance No. 1336: An Ordinance amending the Highland Municipal Code and Increasing animal control fees from $5.00 to $15.00 for housing a collected pet and an increasing the reclaiming fee from $15.00 to $25.00. Introduced and filed by Councilor Dernulc at the Council meeting of 27 November 2006. There was no further action.

This ordinance would recover current costs of animal control and help deal with the increasing problem of animal owners allowing their pets to roam freely without regard to the animal control ordinance. 


Councilor Zemen moved the passage and adoption of Ordinance No. 1336. Councilor Helmer seconded. After the motion to adopt but before the roll call, there was a motion (described below)  to amend the motion. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance was adopted as amended.


Amendment. Councilor Herak moved to amend the ordinance at or near Section 92.05(D) to reflect that owner of the unclaimed animal shall still be responsible for fees described under this section. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The amendment was adopted. 

TOWN OF HIGHLAND, INDIANA

ORDINANCE NO. 1336

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING § 92.05 OF THE HIGHLAND CODE OF ORDINANCES INCREASING ANIMAL CONTROL FEES FROM $5.00 TO $15.00  FOR HOUSING A COLLECTED PET AND INCREASING THE RECLAIMING FEE FROM $15.00 to $25.00. 

WHEREAS, IC 36-1-3-2 and IC 36-1-3-6(b)(1) confer upon local units of government powers they need for the effective operation of government as to local affairs and prescribe the manner and form of enactment for any such exercise of power; 

WHEREAS, IC 36-1-3-8(6) provides a unit of local government has the power to impose a service charge or user fee reasonably related to reasonable and just rates and charges for services;   

WHEREAS, Animal impound fees have not been increased since 1997; 

WHEREAS, The Town Council finds it necessary to increase animal impound fees to recover current costs of animal control and to help deal with the increasing problem of animal owners allowing their pets to roam freely without regard to the animal control ordinance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HIGHLAND, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA as follows: 

Section 1. § 92.05 of Chapter 92 of the Highland Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by repealing existing language of this section and adopting a new § 92.05 as follows: 

§ 92.05 
IMPOUNDMENT AND VIOLATION NOTICE. 

(A) Unrestrained dogs and nuisance animals shall be taken by the police animal control officers or other designated humane officers and impounded in an animal shelter and there confined in a humane manner. 

(B) If, by a license tag or other means, the owner of the impounded animal can be identified, the animal control officer shall immediately upon impoundment notify the owner of the impoundment by telephone or by mail, and maintain a contemporaneous record of the communication, noting particularly the time of day and the date of the communication or attempt. 

 
(C) An owner reclaiming an impounded animal shall pay a reclaiming fee of $25.00, plus a fee of $15.00 for each full or partial day the animal has been impounded. 

(D) An animal not reclaimed by its owner within the legal impoundment period shall become the property of the town or the humane society in which such animal may be placed, and shall be placed for adoption in a suitable home or humanely euthanized.  The owner of an unclaimed animal shall still be responsible for fees under this section.

(E) The legal impoundment period shall be either not less than five working days or until the impounded animal is properly reclaimed by its owner, whichever occurs sooner. 

(F) No unclaimed dog or cat shall be released for adoption in a suitable home without a written agreement from the adopter agreeing to and guaranteeing that such animal will be sterilized. If an adopted dog or cat is subsequently impounded and not sterilized, it shall not be released.


Section 2. Provisions of all other ordinances in conflict with the provisions hereof are of no further force or effect and are hereby repealed. 


Section 3. If any part of this ordinance shall be held invalid, such part shall be deemed severable and the invalidity thereof shall not affect the remaining parts of this ordinance. 


Section 4. This ordinance shall become and be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage and adoption upon its signature by the executive in the manner prescribed by IC 36-5-2-10(a). 

Introduced and Filed on the 27th Day of November 2006. Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction was not considered under IC 36-5-2-9.8. 

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 11th  Day of December, 2006, by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)

ATTEST:  

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1; IC 36-5-6-5) 

2.  
Introduced Ordinance No. 1337: An Ordinance amending the Highland Municipal Code and Increasing fees for annual alarm system permit fees from $5.00 per residence and $10.00 per business to $25.00 per premises and changing the schedule of fees for false alarms to  $50.00 for the second false alarm; $100.00 for the third false alarm; $250.00 for the fourth and successive false alarms. Introduced and filed by Councilor Dernulc at the Council meeting of 27 November 2006. There was no further action.

      This ordinance would recover expense for an emergency response to false alarms and to provide an incentive for business owners to repair defective alarm systems. The current fee is $50.00 per occurrence for alarms in excess of three per quarter.

Councilor Dernulc moved that consideration of the ordinance be continued for further discussion in a study session. Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The matter was continued.

3.  
CDR 2006-108: A Council Decision Request Binding property and casualty insurance coverage for the 2007 calendar year with Argonaut Insurance. Councilor Zemen moved to approve binding property and casualty insurance coverage for the 2007 calendar year with Argonaut Insurance Group. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Argonaut Insurance Group was selected.


It was noted that the annual premium net of broker commission would be $189,469. The deductibles were to be increased over the current levels. 

4.  
Resolution No. 2006-109: An Exigent Resolution Providing for the Transfer of Appropriation Balances from and among Major Budget Classifications in the Municipal Cumulative Street Fund as Requested by the Department Head (s) or Proper Officer (s) and Forwarded to the Town Council for its action pursuant to IC 6-1.1-18-6.


Councilor Helmer moved the passage and adoption of Resolution No. 2006-109. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The resolution was adopted.

Town of Highland

Appropriation  Transfer Resolution

Resolution No. 2006-109
An Exigent Resolution Providing for the Transfer of Appropriation Balances from and among Major Budget Classifications in the Municipal Cumulative Street Fund as Requested by the Department Head (s) or Proper Officer (s) and Forwarded to the Town Council for its action pursuant to IC 6-1.1-18-6.
Whereas, It has been determined that certain exigent conditions have developed since adoption of the annual budget and it is now necessary to transfer certain appropriations into different categories than were appropriated in the annual budget for the various functions of the Municipal Cumulative Street Fund;

Whereas, The Town Council has been advised that the transfer would involve creation and authorization of a major expense category, for which no appropriations were approved in the current budget;

Now, Therefore be it resolved by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana as follows:

Section 1. 
That for the expenses of said municipality, the following appropriations are hereby transferred and set apart out of the funds hereinafter named for the purposes herein specified, subject to the laws governing the same, such sums herein transferred unless otherwise stipulated by law;


Section 2.  
That it has been shown that certain existing appropriations in the Municipal Cumulative Street Fund have unobligated balances which will not be needed at this time for the purposes for which appropriated, so it will not be necessary to increase the 2006 budget, and may be transferred as follows:

Municipal Cumulative Street Fund


Decrease:
Acct. 440.10 Sidewalk Program



$  1,800.00
400 Series Reductions




$  1,800.00
Increase:
Acct. 390.15 Alley Resurfacing




$1,800.00


Total 300 Series Increases



$1,800.00

Total of All Fund Decreases:




$  1,800.00


Total of All Fund Increases:




$  1,800.00
Duly Resolved and Adopted this 11th Day of December 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

/s/Joseph Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)
5.   CDR 2006-110: A Council Decision Request Approving expenditures up to $7,500 with the Hammond Clinic for the recommended 2007 Employee Wellness Program.   Councilor Zemen moved to approve expenditures up to $7,500 with the Hammond Clinic for the recommended 2007 Employee Wellness Program. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The program of authorization was approved.

6.  
CDR 2006-111: A Council Decision Request: Binding employee group medical insurance for the 2007 calendar year with United Healthcare. Councilor Dernulc moved to approve binding employee group medical insurance for the 2007 calendar year with United Health Care. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The policy with United Health Care was approved.

7.   Proposed Ordinance No. 1338: Increasing the fee for towing vehicles that are impounded from $10.00 to $20.00 per vehicle and directing collection of the fee by the Police Department rather than vehicle recovery providers authorized to perform towing and impound services. Councilor Zemen introduced and filed Ordinance No. 1338. There was no further action.

8.  Proposed Ordinance No. 1339: An Ordinance Authorizing the TOWN of HIGHLAND to borrow Money and to Issue Tax Anticipation Warrants Therefore for the Year 2007, All Pursuant to I.C. 36-5-2-12.

Councilor Herak introduced and moved the consideration of Ordinance No. 1339 for consideration on the same evening of introduction. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a unanimous vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance could be considered.


Councilor Herak moved the passage and adoption of Ordinance No. 1339 on the same evening of introduction. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a 2/3rd vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance was adopted.

TOWN OF HIGHLAND

ORDINANCE No. 1339

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF HIGHLAND TO BORROW MONEY AND TO ISSUE TAX ANTICIPATION WARRANTS THEREFORE FOR THE YEAR 2007, ALL PURSUANT TO I.C. 36-5-2-12.

WHEREAS, The Town Council of the Town of Highland ("Town") hereby finds that an emergency exists for the borrowing of money with which to meet the expenses of said Town that will be incurred in 2007 to be paid from the Town General and the  Parks & Recreation Funds, of said Town, which expenses must be met prior to the receipt of the final settlement and distribution of taxes for the year 2006, collectible in the year 2007 and thereafter, and

WHEREAS, The Clerk-Treasurer has presented to the Town Council a recommendation that the Town issue a temporary loan in the amount not t0o exceed $3,825,000 for the Town General and the Parks & Recreation Funds in the amounts and subject to the terms hereinafter set forth:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Indiana ("Town"), as follows:

Section 1.
That the Town issue a temporary loan for and on behalf of the Town General and the Parks & Recreation Funds in the aggregate amount not to exceed $3,825,000.  The loans shall be used for meeting expenses of the Town included in the regular budget and appropriations adopted for the year 2007 which expenses must be met prior to the receipt of the final settlement and distribution of taxes for the year 2007, including but not limited to the refinancing of warrants for such funds that will mature in 2007. 

Section 2. 
That such temporary loan shall be evidenced by warrants of the Town dated as of the date of delivery thereof, bearing interest at a rate not to exceed 6% per annum (the exact rate to be determined by negotiation conducted by the Clerk-Treasurer), which interest shall be payable at the time of the final payment of the principal of said warrants and said warrants shall mature and be payable as follows:

 FUND 


 TOTAL  

 MATURING 
General


$ 3,100,000
     
December 31, 2007

Parks & Recreation 

$    725,000

December 31, 2007


Section 3.
That interest shall be calculated on a 365 day basis.  A sufficient amount of the revenues of the Town to be derived from the Town General and the Parks & Recreation Funds’ levy is hereby appropriated and pledged for the payment of the principal amount of said warrants to be issued at maturity on account of the taxes for the year 2006, collectible in the year 2007 and thereafter, and a sufficient amount of the revenues of the Town to be derived from such Fund is hereby appropriated and pledged for the payment of interest on said warrants at maturity.  


Section 4.
That the Clerk-Treasurer of said Town is hereby authorized and directed to pay the principal amount of the warrant of the tax revenues of each fund and the interest on the warrants from the designated Fund upon the presentation thereof at or after maturity.  The warrants will be delivered on or about December 31, 2007.

Section 5.
That said warrants shall be signed by the President of the Town Council and the seal of the Town shall be affixed thereto and attested by the signature of the Clerk-Treasurer of the Town.

Section 6.
 That said warrants shall be payable at the office of Clerk-Treasurer of the Town.  Said warrants shall, on the face thereof, indicate that it is issued for the Town General and Parks & Recreation, Funds and payable out of the respective Fund's revenues.

Section 7.
 That said warrants shall be issued in substantially the following form, all blanks to be properly filled in prior to delivery, to-wit:

No. ____

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF LAKE

TOWN OF HIGHLAND, INDIANA

TEMPORARY LOAN WARRANT

____________ FUND

FOR VALUE RECEIVED, The Town of Highland, Indiana, will pay to ________________ at the office of the Clerk-Treasurer, Lake County, Indiana, on December 31, 2007, to the extent drawn hereunder the maximum sum of ______________ Dollars ($_____________) with interest thereon, at the rate of _____% per annum, computed from the date of each draw to the date of repayment, calculated on a 365-day basis.  Draws upon this warrant shall be made upon five days' written notice and shall be noted upon this warrant.  Multiple draws and repayments may be made under this warrant provided that the outstanding principal balance may at no time exceed $__________________.

This warrant evidences a temporary loan aggregating Three Million Eight Hundred Twenty   Five Thousand Dollars ($3,825,000) authorized by Ordinance passed and adopted by the Town Council of Highland, Indiana on ____________________, and in accordance with Indiana Code, Article 36, Title 5, Chapter 2, and all other acts amendatory thereof or supplemental thereto, for the purpose of procuring a temporary loan for the __________ Fund of said Town.

This warrant is issued in anticipation of the tax levy made for the ___________ Fund in the year 2006, collectible in the year 2007 and thereafter, which tax levy is now in the course of collection and to the payment of the principal amount and the interest thereon, of the revenues to be derived from the __________ Fund levy, a sufficient amount of the revenues to be derived from the ____________ Fund levy has been and is hereby appropriated and pledged.

This temporary loan warrant has been designated as a qualified obligation pursuant to Section 265(b)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

It is hereby certified that in the execution of this warrant, all provisions of the Constitution and the Statutes of the State of Indiana relating thereto have been complied with, that the __________ Fund tax levy from the proceeds from which the principal amount of and interest thereon this warrant is payable, together with other revenues in that Fund, are valid and legal levies; and that said Town will reserve a sufficient amount in the ____________ Fund for the payment of the principal of and interest on these warrants.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Town of  Highland, Indiana, has caused this warrant to be signed in its name by the President of the Town Council and attested by the Clerk-Treasurer as of the ____ day of December, 2006.

    TOWN OF HIGHLAND, INDIANA

    By: ___________________________________

 President of the Town Council

 Town of Highland, Indiana

Attest:

                                    
Clerk-Treasurer

Town of Highland, Indiana

Date
Amount Drawn or Repaid
Outstanding Balance
*** End of Form of Warrant***

Section 8.
The Clerk-Treasurer shall cause to be published a Notice of such sale in accordance with legal requirements.  The Notice shall state the time and place of sale, the total amount thereof, the time of payment, the terms and conditions on which bids shall be received and the sale made, and such other information as the Clerk-Treasurer shall determine necessary or appropriate to inform prospective bidders.


Section 9.

Bidders shall not submit a good faith deposit.


Section 10.
The Town Council hereby authorizes the Clerk-Treasurer to receive and open the bids and upon compilation of the bids, to award the warrants to the bidder providing the lowest interest cost.  


Section 11.
The Clerk-Treasurer shall award the tax anticipation warrants to the highest responsible and responsive bidder.  All bids shall be not less than par.  Such highest bidder shall be the one who offers the lowest net interest cost to the Town of HIGHLAND to be determined by computing the total interest on all of the warrants to their maturities, and deducting therefrom the premium bid, if any.


Section 12.
The Clerk-Treasurer shall have full right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities.

.

Section 13.
That in order to preserve the exclusion of interest on any tax exempt series of warrants from gross income for Federal income tax purposes and as an inducement to purchasers of the warrants, the Town represents, covenants and agrees that:

a.   No person or entity, other than the Town or another governmental unit, will use proceeds of the warrants or property financed by the warrant proceeds other than the Town or another governmental unit will own property financed by warrant proceeds or will have actual or beneficial use of such property pursuant to a lease, a management or incentive payment contract or to any other type or arrangement that differentiates that person's or entity's use of such property from the use by the public at large.

b.   No warrant proceeds will be loaned to any entity or person.  No warrant proceeds will be transferred, directly or indirectly, or deemed transferred to a nongovernmental person in any manner that would in substance constitute a loan of the warrant proceeds.

c.   The Town will, to the extent necessary to preserve the exclusion of interest on the tax-exempt warrants from gross income for federal income tax purposes, rebate all required arbitrage profits on warrant proceeds or other monies treated as warrant proceeds to the federal government as provided in Section 148 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and will set aside such monies in a Rebate Account to be held by the Clerk-Treasurer in trust for such purpose.

d.   The Town will file an information report with the Internal Revenue Service as required by Section 149 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

e.   The Town will not take any action nor fail to take any action with respect to the warrants that would result in the loss of the exclusion from gross income for federal income tax purposes of interest on the tax-exempt warrants pursuant to Section 103 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as existing on the date of issuance of the warrants, nor will the Town act in any other manner which would adversely affect such exclusion.

Section 14.
That the Town represents that tax-exempt obligations issued by or on behalf of it and any entity subordinate to it in the calendar year 2007 will not exceed $10,000,000 and that there are no entities to which it is subordinate.  The Town hereby designates the warrants as qualified obligations for purposes of Section 265(b)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, relating to the disallowance of 100% of the deduction for interest expense allocable to tax-exempt obligations acquired after August 7, 1986.

Introduced and Filed on the 11th day of December 2006. Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction sustained a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed, pursuant to IC 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 11th  Day of December 2006, by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA
/s/Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)

Attest:

/s/Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

9. 
Resolution No. 2006-112: Resigning Highland’s membership in the Quad Town Safety Village, Inc. 

    A letter  from Attorney Adam Decker, counsel for the Quad Town Safety Village asks the Town Council to pass a resolution appointing Highland’s representatives to serve on the governing board and to formally commit to: (1) an annual $2,000 contribution for operational expenses; (2) $5,000 for construction of a town hall building at the Village; (3) $2,500 for construction of police station building at the village; and (4) providing a police officer and firefighter for providing instruction to children attending classes for a minimum of 200 hours annually or the equivalent of 4 hours per week. Decker writes, “in the event the Town of Highland decides not to continue as a member, I request that the Highland Town Council consider adopting a resolution resigning its membership in the Safety Village. Should the Town of Highland fail to either commit in writing to its continued membership in the corporation or resign its membership by February 1, 2007, please be advised that the Board of Directors for the Safety Village will consider the adoption of an amendment to the Articles of Incorporation removing the Town of Highland as a member of the corporation at its regular meeting to be held on February 28, 2007 at 5:00 pm.”

Councilor Zemen moved the passage and adoption of Resolution No. 2006-112. Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were three affirmatives and two negatives. With Councilors Zemen, Helmer and Wszolek voting in the affirmative and Councilors Dernulc and Herak voting in the negative, the motion passed. The resolution was adopted.


TOWN OF HIGHLAND 

A RESOLUTION TERMINATING MEMBERSHIP IN THE

QUAD TOWN SAFETY VILLAGE, INC.

RESOLUTION NO. 2006-112

A RESOLUTION TERMINATING THE TOWN OF HIGHLAND’S MEMBERSHIP IN THE QUAD TOWN SAFETY VILLAGE, INC.

WHEREAS, The Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, is a participating entity in the Quad Town Safety Village, Inc., a nonprofit corporation organized and existing pursuant to the laws of the State of Indiana as a cooperative project to build a facility to provide safety training to children; and

WHEREAS, The Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, has decided to resign and terminate its membership from the Quad Town Safety Village, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, The Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, has been assured that such resignation will in no way preclude children or students from the Town of Highland from attending future classes at the Quad Town Safety Village.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, as follows:


1.
That the Town Council hereby resigns and terminates its membership to the Quad Town Safety Village, Inc., effective instanter.


2.
That the President and Clerk-Treasurer of the Town of Highland are hereby authorized to execute any and all documents to effectuate the Town of Highland’s resignation and termination of its membership from the Quad Town Safety Village, Inc.

DULY RESOLVED AND ADOPTED this 11th day of December, 2006, by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a of vote of 3 in favor and 2 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HIGHLAND, INDIANA

/s/ Joseph Wszolek, President

ATTEST:

/s/ Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer
10.
Proposed Ordinance No. 1340: Amending the Compensation and Benefits Ordinance regarding Educational Assistance Fringe Benefit. Councilor Dernulc introduced and filed Ordinance No. 1340. There was no further action.

 11.
Proposed Ordinance No. 1341: An ordinance approving a $1,000 expenditure from the Donations Fund to the Highland Chapter of the Fraternal Order of Police for the annual Christmas Shop with a Cop Program.


Councilor Herak introduced and moved the consideration of Ordinance No. 1341 at the same evening of introduction. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a unanimous vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance could be considered.


Councilor Herak moved the passage and adoption of Ordinance No. 1341 at the same evening of introduction. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a two-thirds vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance was adopted.

Ordinance No. 1341

of the

TOWN of HIGHLAND, INDIANA
An Ordinance Authorizing, Accepting and Acknowledging the Contribution of Wal Mart to be used in Support of the “Shop with a Cop Program”, then conveying the proceeds of the gift, on deposit to the Municipal Donation Fund to the Highland Fraternal Order of Police Lodge, in support of its role in administering the program and to support the reimbursement of any expenses incurred by participating police officers in the Shop with a Cop Program, all Pursuant to IC 36-1-3, and IC 36-5,et Seq.

Whereas, The Town of Highland is a local unit of general government governed by a Town  Council, which is both the fiscal and legislative body of the Town;

Whereas, IC 36-1-3-2 confers upon all local units the powers that they need for the effective operation of government as to local affairs;

Whereas, IC 36-1-3-6 (b)(1) prescribes that any such exercise of  power shall be authorized through passage of an ordinance passed by the legislative body;

Whereas, 
The Town Council as the governing body for the municipality, may accept donations, pursuant to its general powers conferred in IC 36-1-4-10; and

Whereas, 
The Town Council has been advised that Wal-Mart, did make a contribution in the amount of $1,000 to support the “Shop with a Cop Program”, and the participation of police officers of the Highland Metropolitan Police Department; and,

Whereas, That in order to access some administrative capacity for the administration and execution of this worthwhile program, the Metropolitan Police Chief, requested that the Highland Lodge of the Fraternal Order of Police carry-out the assignments and administration related to this program; and,


Whereas, the Fraternal Order of Police agreed to the request and incurred expenses, properly documented, in the amount of $1,000 which were fully incurred in support of the Wal-Mart sponsored “Shop with a Cop” program, and now are seeking reimbursement; and


Whereas, The Town Council desires to accept the grant from Wal-Mart in support of Shop with a Cop Program, authorize the Metropolitan Police Department’s participation in it, and to further authorize the reimbursement to the Fraternal Order of Police, Donald Sheppard Lodge, for the costs incurred in consequence of administering this program;and,

Whereas, The Town Council believes this action to be necessary and desirable for the conduct of the affairs of the Town, and in the public interest, consistent with the powers granted under IC 36-1-3 et seq.;

Now, Therefore, Be it hereby ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, as follows:



Section 1. 
That the Highland Town Council as the legislative and fiscal body of the municipality now finds, determines that the contribution presented by Wal-Mart Company  in the amount of on thousand dollars ($1,000) be acknowledged and duly accepted;



Section 2. 
That the Highland Town Council as the legislative and fiscal body of the municipality now finds, determines that the participation by the Highland Metropolitan Police Department in the Shop with a Cop Program to be of positive public effect, necessary and desirable as well as in the public interest;



Section 3. 
That the informal agreement with the Highland Fraternal Order of Police, Donald Shepherd Lodge, to assist the participation of the Highland Metropolitan Police Department in the Shop with a Cop Program by providing administrative and organization support to be of positive public effect, and hereby ratified, authorized and approved;



Section 4. 
That the Highland Town Council as the legislative and fiscal body of the municipality now further finds, determines that it is necessary and desirable as well as in the public interest to reimburse the Donald Sheppard Memorial Lodge of the Fraternal Order of Police, for its duly incurred expenses in the course of carrying out and support the participation in the “Shop with a Cop” Program;



Section 5. 
That the Clerk-Treasurer be authorized and directed to take such steps as necessary to carryout the purposes on this ordinance;



Section 6. 
Whereas an emergency exists for the immediate taking effect of this Ordinance, it shall become and be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage and adoption evidenced by the executive’s signature in the manner prescribed by IC 36-5-2-10(a).

Introduced and Filed on the 11th day of December 2006. Consideration on First Reading Sustained a vote of 5 in Favor  and  0 opposed, pursuant to IC 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 11th  Day of December 2006, by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor  and 0  opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of 

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

/s/ Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)

Attest:

/s Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

 12.  Proposed Ordinance No. 1342: An ordinance amending Chapter 150 regarding the Parks and Recreation Non-Reverting Fund and the Parks and Recreation Petty Cash Fund. Councilor Zemen introduced and filed Ordinance No. 1342. There was no further action.

13. 
Proposed Ordinance No. 1343: An Ordinance regarding the Salaries of the Elected Officers of the Municipality.


IC 36-5-3-2 provides the Town Council must pass a salary ordinance by December 31st if salaries for elected officials are to be changed. The compensation of an elected town officer may not be changed in the year for which it is fixed, nor may it be reduced below the amount fixed for the previous year.

Councilor Helmer introduced and filed the ordinance. There was no further action.

Committee Reports

• 
Councilor Zemen reported that the Traffic Safety Commission would soon be meeting.


Councilor Zemen reported that the Parks and Recreation Department would be conducting its annual house decoration award judging on Wednesday, December 13, 2006 at 5:30 p.m.

•
Councilor Herak reported through the Public Works Director that DLZ Engineering was proceeding on its first phase of the storm/waste water sewer system study for which it was contracted. 

•
Councilor Helmer reported that the Plan Commission continued to discuss the implementation of an engineering costs recovery fee.

•
Councilor Dernulc reported that the Fire Department was participating in special extracation training. 


Councilor Dernulc reported that the Lake County Solid Waste Management District discussed a proposal regarding a hazardous waste transfer station.

• 
Council President Wszolek reported that the Joint Board of Delegates of the Interlocal Cooperative Ethics Entity and the Shared Ethics Advisory Commission would be held on December 14 at the Munster Municipal Complex.

Comments from the Public for Matters not on the Agenda

1.
Carolyn Marsh of the Sand Ridge Audubon Society offered an update on the status of the Blue Herron Rookery. She further reported that an inter-agency meeting occurred on October 13, 2006 with representatives of the Little Calumet River Basin Development Commission, Hammond and Highland Redevelopment commissions as well as US Army Corps of Engineers regarding protecting the Rookery and development of an “island” in the Little Calumet River. Ms. Marsh expressed her opposition to the development of the Island.

2.
Jim Milligan, 3148 Eder Street, Highland, inquired about the actual status of the Town’s participation in the Quad Town Safety Village. He was advised that the Town had acted to withdraw from participation with the adoption of Resolution No. 2006-112.

3.
Joe Bartok, XXXX Spring creek Drive, Highland, expressed his preference for the Lake County Solid Waste Management District to obtain and retrofit an existing vacant building rather than constructing a new building outright for its administrative offices. 


Mr. Bartok then attempted to question the rationale of the Councilors who voted against the resolution withdrawing from the Quad Town Safety Village.

4.
H. Allen Pederson,  XXX  Franklin, Highland, commented favorably on Mr. Joseph Pavnica for his responsible sense of service and his decision to resign from the Waterworks Board owing to increased responsibilities at his workplace.

5.
Jim Milligan, 3148 Eder Street, Highland, commented unfavorably on the sign ordinance and his opinion about how it did not adequately regulate used car sales.

Agenda Modification. Councilor Dernulc moved to amend the agenda to permit consideration of an order to permit the closure of the municipal building to accommodate attendance at the Public Works Employee Christmas Party. Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The agenda was amended to permit the matter to be considered.

Works Board Order No. 2006-15. Councilor Dernulc moved to pass the works board order. Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The order was adopted.

The Town of Highland

Board of Works

Order of the Works Board No. 2006-15

An Order for the Temporary CLOSING of Municipal Building at the
Municipal Building on Thursday, December 21, 2006 

Whereas,
The Town Council has been reliably advised that owing to worker initiated holiday events and needed opportunities to address administrative needs, it may be advisable to reduce access hours to the municipal building while maintaining a scheduled workday;

 Whereas,
Pursuant to IC 36-1-24(3), the Town Council is also the Works Board for the Town of Highland and governs the hours and other matters related to the Town Hall;


Whereas,
The Town Council now desires to modify the access hours of the Highland Municipal Building on Thursday, December 21, 2006;


Now Therefore be it hereby Ordered by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana as follows:

Section 1.
That the usual hours of access at the administrative and associated offices (non-public safety) at the Highland Municipal Building on Thursday, December 21, 2006 are hereby fixed at 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. but the usual hours of operation or the scheduled workday are unchanged;

Section 2.
That the affected department heads and the Clerk-Treasurer shall carry out the purposes of this order;

Section 3.
That the Clerk-Treasurer will take steps by appropriate media release to give notice of the subject of this order;

Section 4.
That this order shall be effective on and from its passage and adoption body;

Be it so Ordered.

Duly, Passed, Adopted and Ordered by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, acting as the Works Board, this 11th  day of December 2006 having passed by a vote of  5 in favor and 0 opposed.

WORKS BOARD of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA
Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)
Payment of Accounts Payable Vouchers. There being no further business from the floor, Councilor Dernulc  moved to allow the accounts payable vouchers as filed on the pending pay docket, covering the period November 28, 2006 through to December 11, 2006.  Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The accounts payable vouchers were allowed and the clerk-treasurer was authorized to make payment.

General Fund, $179,539.84; Motor Vehicle Highway and Street (MVH) Fund, $17,233.51; Local Road and Street Fund, $7,537.59; Law Enforcement Cont. Education and Supply Fund, $600.00; FSA Agency Fund, $2,034.72; Insurance Premium Fund, $85,412.05; Gasoline Fund, $8,665.00; Telephone Fund, $3,709.24; Solid Waste District Grant Fund, $13.80; Donation Fund, $108.36;Municipal Cumulative Capital Development Fund, $8,881.17; Traffic Violations Agency Fund, $3,408.00; Safe Neighborhood Grant Fund, $3.60; Total: $317,146.88.
Adjournment. Councilor Dernulc moved that the meeting be adjourned. Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The regular session of the Town Council meeting of Monday, December 11, 2006 was adjourned at 8:42 O’clock p.m.

There was no study session following the meeting.

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer

