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Enrolled Minutes of the Seventy-Seventh Regular Meeting

Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland

Monday, October 9, 2006

Study Session. 
The Town Council Convened in Study Session immediately before the Regular Meeting at 6:40 p.m.

Present at the Study session on silent roll call were Councilors Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Joe Wszolek, Robert Helmer, and Dan Dernulc. The Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Carol Morrison and the Encumbering Officer Shirley Frankiewicz were present to record the proceedings. 

General Substance of Matters Discussed

1.
The Town Council discussed the agenda for the imminent meeting.

2.
The Town Council discussed the flood survey with John Bach and changes that need to be made.

3. The Town Council discussed with Chief Hojnicki about the lease/purchase agreement for two new police vehicles. 

4. The Town Council discussed the agreement between the Highland Police Department and the Highland Grove Mall.  A deadline of October 31, 2006 was given to curtail security by the Highland Police Department if agreement is not signed by Highland Grove Management.

5. The Town Council discussed Resolution 2006-91 regarding  financing a ¾ ton truck from MVH

6. The Town Council discussed CDR-94 which concerned the replacement of ¾ ton pick-up truck from Smith Chevrolet for MVH.

7. The Town Council discussed Proposed Ordinance No.1332 establishing a non-reverting fund for the Sanitary District.

The study session adjourned at 7:03 O’clock P.M.

Regular Meeting. The Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in its regular session on Monday, October 9, 2006 at 7:08 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana.

Council President Joseph Wszolek presided and the minutes were recorded by Deputy Clerk-Treasurer, Carol Morrison and assisted by the Encumbering Officer Shirley Frankiewicz. The session was opened with Councilor Joseph Wszolek leading all in the pledge of allegiance to the United States Flag and offering a prayer.

Roll Call: Present on roll call were Councilors Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Robert Helmer, Joseph Wszolek and Daniel Dernulc. The Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Carol Morrison was present to record the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

Additional Officials Present: 
Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; Rhett Tauber, Attorney with Tauber and Westland; John Bach, Public Works Director; Peter T. Hojnicki, Metropolitan Chief of Police; Cecile Petro, Redevelopment Director; Alex M. Brown, CPRP;  William Timmer, Fire Chief CFOD;  and Kenneth J Mika,  Building Commissioner.

Tom Agler of the Municipal Plan Commission was also present

Minutes of Previous Sessions: Having confirmed that the minutes had been posted for public display, the enrolled minutes of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of 22 September 2006 were approved under general consent.

Comments from the Public for Topics on the Agenda

An unidentified person commented about the debris on the street from the flood.

Communications:

1. A letter from St. James Church requesting permission to display banners promoting a craft show on November 11,2006 at the usual sites: Kennedy Avenue and Main Street; Kennedy Avenue at the Public Works Facility; Cline Avenue and Ridge Road; and 45th Street at the Munster-Highland boundary. This request is made pursuant to 214-254 of the Municipal Code.

Councilor Dernulc moved to approve the request of St. James for the display of the temporary signs pursuant to Section 214-254 of the Municipal Code. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed.

Staff Reports:  The Council received Fire and Safety reports for the record:

• Building & Inspection Report for September 2006
	Permit Type
	No.
	Residential
	Commercial
	Est. Cost
	Fees

	Single Family
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Duplex/Condo
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Commercial
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Residential Addit/Remodel
	73
	73
	0
	$470,494.00
	$8,081.00

	Commercial Addit/Remodel
	5
	0
	5
	$185,227.00
	$2,524.00

	Sheds 
	3
	3
	0
	$4,875.00
	$360.00

	Fences
	5
	5
	0
	$8,570.00
	$390.00

	Garage
	2
	2
	0
	$22,862.00
	$584.00

	Swimming Pools
	1
	1
	0
	$3,200.00
	$33.00

	Misc. Permits
	2
	2
	0
	$0.00
	$166.00

	Signs
	6
	0
	6
	$11,851.00
	$1,456.00

	Fire Repair 
	0
	0
	0
	$0
	$0

	Total:
	97
	86
	11
	$707,079.00
	$13,594.00

	Electrical Permits
	28
	24
	4
	
	$2,578.00

	Plumbing Permits
	4
	3
	1
	
	$469.30

	Water Meters
	2
	2
	0
	
	$200.00

	Water Taps
	0
	0
	0
	
	$0.00

	Sewer Taps
	0
	0
	0
	
	$0.00

	Total:
	6
	5
	1
	
	$669.30


There were 23 final building inspections, 7 plumbing inspections, and 22 electrical inspections. No electrical exams were given.  

• Fire Department Report for September 2006
	
	Month
	Y.T.D.
	Previous Y.T.D.
	Task Hours

	General Alarms
	11
	94
	97
	 

	Car Fires
	4
	12
	16
	 

	Still Alarms
	11
	113
	68
	 

	Ambulance
	1
	4
	6
	 


• Workplace Safety Report for September 2006
There was one incident reported in September. The following incident summary was filed:

	Department
	Injuries this Month
	Year to Date

2006
	Total in 2005
	Restricted Days 2006
	Lost Workdays

This Year
	Restricted Days Last Year (2005)
	Lost Workdays Last Year (2005)

	Parks
	0
	2
	4
	0
	0
	20
	0

	Fire
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Police
	1
	8
	4
	0
	9
	0
	0

	Street
	0
	3
	10
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Water & Sewer
	0
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	196

	Maint.
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	9
	0

	Other
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	TOTALS:
	1
	17
	23
	2
	9
	29
	196


Effective January 1, 2002, OSHA changed the record keeping guidelines. The municipality now counts the number of days lost from the day after the injury until the employee returns to work. Weekend, holidays, vacation days or other days scheduled off are included in the lost days count to a maximum of 180 days.

Unfinished Business and General Orders:

1. Introduced Ordinance No.1328: an Ordinance to vacate a public way, Kenilworth Avenue, pursuant to Indiana Code 36-7-3 Chapters 12 and 16.    


Councilor Wszolek asked if the Town Council wanted to reopen the discussion on the vacation of Kenilworth Avenue.  Councilor Herak made the motion to reopen the discussion.  Councilor Dernulc seconded.  Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed.  The discussion was reopened.

  
Councilor Wszolek read a petition with 64 signatures of those residents who do not want Kenilworth closed.

(a) Joseph Mongaraz of 8817 Branton stated he did not sign the petition and he wants Kenilworth closed.

(b) Todd O’Day of 8832 Branton stated he wants Kenilworth closed for safety reasons. He believes more accidents will happen with cars entering and exiting at this street.

(c)  Mr. Hansotte of 8811 Prairie stated his wife sent a letter and the petition that they would like the street to be repaired and kept open. He further stated how much trouble it is turning off by Thorton Gas Station.

(d)  James Kostopoulos of 8726 Parkway stated it is difficult getting off of Indianapolis blvd so he wants Kenilworth open.

(e)  Andrew Lerma of 8825 Branton stated he wants Kenilworth closed due to safety for the children.

(f)   Mrs.Hansotte of 8811 Prairie spoke against the closing of Kenilworth Avenue.

(g) Councilor Zemen asked John Bach about setting the time for the lights on Indianapolis Boulevard. Councilor Herak stated he would like traffic light timing changed and a traffic safety study done because residents are concerned

(h)
John Bach feels the traffic light timing is adequate however he will write a letter to IDOT.

(i) Mr. Weiser attorney for Marcus Auto stated a list of reasons why Kenilworth should be closed:

          a. Reduce traffic crossover 

          b. Traffic signal on Indianapolis not timed correct

          c. Traffic using Prairie Avenue is usually safer

          d. Brantwood has 3 points of entry & exit which is enough

          e. Business would benefit from the closing of Kenilworth

          f. Screening  would be done to residents satisfaction

          Mr. Weiser further stated that reference to a previously submitted petition is irrelevant to current petition request. 

(j)   Mr. Milligan said safety is important and this could be an issue in 5 to 10 years.


Ordinance No.1328: an Ordinance to vacate a public way, Kenilworth Avenue, pursuant to Indiana Code 36-7-3 Chapters 12 and 16. Introduced and filed by Councilor Zemen. No further action was taken.

2.  Council Decision Request CDR 2006-93: Reporting bids received and approving a $17,698 procurement after subtracting the value of five trade-in vehicles from Christenson Chevrolet for two replacement vehicles for the Police Department. Councilor Zemen moved to approve a procurement of two vehicles for the Police Department. Councilor Dernulc seconded.  Upon a roll call vote there were 4 affirmatives and 1 negative. With Councilors Zemen, Herak, Dernulc and Wszolek voting in the affirmative and Councilor Helmer voting in the negative, the motion passed.  The purchased was authorized.

3. Council Decision Request CDR 2006-92:  Authorizing notice of the Town’s intent to terminate security services provided by the Highland Police Department at Highland Grove Mall effective October 31, 2006.  Councilor Zemen moved to approve termination of security at Highland Grove Mall effective October 31, 2006. Councilor Dernulc seconded.  Upon a roll call vote there were 5 affirmatives and no negatives.  The motion passed. The proposal was accepted.

4.  
Resolution No.2006-91: An Exigent Resolution Transferring Appropriations budgeted in the Motor Vehicle Highway Fund for unanticipated downtown landscape maintenance expenditures and to place appropriation into the proper account for the purchase of one - ton pick-up truck.  Councilor Dernulc moved to approve the appropriation transfers. Councilor Zemen seconded.  Upon a roll call vote there were 5 affirmatives and no negatives.  The motion passed. The transfers were approved.

Town of Highland

Appropriation  Transfer Resolution

Resolution No. 2006-91
An Exigent Resolution Providing for the Transfer of Appropriation Balances from and among Major Budget Classifications in the Motor Vehicle Highway Fund as Requested by the Department Head (s) or Proper Officer (s) and Forwarded to the Town Council for its action pursuant to IC 6-1.1-18-6.
Whereas, It has been determined that certain exigent conditions have developed since adoption of the annual budget and it is now necessary to transfer certain appropriations into different categories than were appropriated in the annual budget for the various functions of the Motor Vehicle Highway Fund;

Whereas, The Town Council has been advised that the transfer would involve creation and authorization of a major expense category, for which no appropriations were approved in the current budget;

Now, Therefore be it resolved by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana as follows:

Section 1. 
That for the expenses of said municipality, the following appropriations are hereby transferred and set apart out of the funds hereinafter named for the purposes herein specified, subject to the laws governing the same, such sums herein transferred unless otherwise stipulated by law;


Section 2.  
That it has been shown that certain existing appropriations in the Redevelopment General Fund have unobligated balances which will not be needed at this time for the purposes for which appropriated, so it will not be necessary to increase the 2006 budget, and may be transferred as follows:

Motor Vehicle Highway (MVH)  Fund


Decrease


MVH 111.31
Laborer Wages



$10,000.00



Total 100 Series Decreases:

$10,000.00


MVH 370.01
Equipment Leases



$20,239.00



Total 300 Series Decreases:

$20,239.00


Increase


MVH 390.05
Landscaping Services


$10,000.00



Total of All 300 Series Increases:

$10,000.00


MVH 430.05
Equipment



$20,239.00



Total of All 400 Series Increases:

$20,239.00



Total of All Fund Decreases:


$   30,239.00




Total of All Fund Increases:


$   30,239.00
Duly Resolved and Adopted this 9th Day of October 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)
5.
Resolution No.2006-90:  An Exigent Resolution Transferring Appropriations budgeted        in the Redevelopment General Fund and in the Park Non-Reverting Capital Fund.  Councilor Zemen moved to approve the appropriation transfers. Councilor Dernulc seconded.  Upon a roll call vote there were 5 affirmatives and no negatives.  The motion passed. The transfers were approved.

Town of Highland

Appropriation  Transfer Resolution

Resolution No. 2006-90
An Exigent Resolution Providing for the Transfer of Appropriation Balances from and among Major Budget Classifications in the Redevelopment General Fund and the Park Non-Reverting Capital Fund as Requested by the Department Head (s) or Proper Officer (s) and Forwarded to the Town Council for its action pursuant to IC 6-1.1-18-6.
Whereas, It has been determined that certain exigent conditions have developed since adoption of the annual budget and it is now necessary to transfer certain appropriations into different categories than were appropriated in the annual budget for the various functions of the Redevelopment General Fund and the Park Non-Reverting Capital Fund;

Whereas, The Town Council has been advised that the transfer would involve creation and authorization of a major expense category, for which no appropriations were approved in the current budget;

Now, Therefore be it resolved by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana as follows:

Section 1. 
That for the expenses of said municipality, the following appropriations are hereby transferred and set apart out of the funds hereinafter named for the purposes herein specified, subject to the laws governing the same, such sums herein transferred unless otherwise stipulated by law;


Section 2.  
That it has been shown that certain existing appropriations in the Redevelopment General Fund have unobligated balances which will not be needed at this time for the purposes for which appropriated, so it will not be necessary to increase the 2006 budget, and may be transferred as follows:

Redevelopment General Fund


Decrease:
Acct. 310.03
Consultants Fees


$ 500.00
300 Series Reductions



$ 500.00
Increase:
Acct. 200.03  Misc. Supplies



$ 500.00


Total 200 Series Increases


$ 500.00



Total of All Fund Decreases:



$   500.00



Total of All Fund Increases:



$   500.00

Section 3.  
That it has been shown that certain existing appropriations in the Parks Non Reverting Capital Fund have unobligated balances which will not be needed at this time for the purposes for which appropriated, so it will not be necessary to increase the 2006 budget, and may be transferred as follows:

Park Non Reverting Capital Fund


Decrease:
Acct. 420.03
Vehicles



$ 12,113.25




Acct. 430.05 Other Equipment


$   3,472.87




Acct. 400.01 Land Purchase


$      758.54

400 Series Reductions



$ 16,344.66
Increase:
Acct. 390.08  Interest on Bond & Interest TAW

$ 16,344.66


Total 300 Series Increases


$ 16,344.66



Total of All Fund Decreases:



$   16,344.66



Total of All Fund Increases:



$   16,344.66
Duly Resolved and Adopted this 9th  Day of October 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)
6.  Council Decision Request CDR 2006-94:  Request Reporting bids received and approving $20,239 procurement from Smith Chevrolet for one ¾ ton pick-up truck with financing from Motor Vehicle Highway Fund.  Councilor Dernulc moved to approve the purchase of one ¾ ton pick-up truck from Smith Chevrolet. Councilor Zemen seconded.  Upon a roll call vote there were 5 affirmatives and no negatives.  The motion passed. The purchase was approved.

7.  Proposed Ordinance No.1332: An Ordinance establishing a successor non-reverting fund for the purpose of extensions, additions, and improvements to the sewage works of the Sanitary District of Highland.  Introduced and filed by Councilor Dernulc. No further action was taken.

Committee Reports

•
Councilor Bernie Zemen reported the insurance meeting and traffic safety meeting were cancelled.  Councilor Zemen made the motion to instruct that an  Ordinance be prepared to amend the current code related to the waiving  of building permit fees for schools and churches to include the Town of Highland’s projects. Motion was seconded by Councilor Dernulc to amend the ordinance to waive the building permit fees for the town of Highland.  Upon a roll call vote there were 4 affirmatives and 1 negative with Councilors Herak, Zemen, Dernulc and Wszolek voting in the affirmative and Councilor Helmer voting in the negative. The motion passed to cause the ordinance exempting the Town of Highland from building permit fees as allowed for the schools and churches. 


Alex Brown stated there was a change order pending with a $10,000.00 savings. He further stated that the savings would be absorbed by the cost of the building permit fees if the fees are not waived.

•
Councilor Robert Helmer had no report.

•
Councilor Joseph Wszolek reported an update on the deluge of September 13, 2006.     He reported that FEMA would be contacting all residents who register. He further stated that the building department would be making follow up calls to the residents impacted by the flood.   He reported FEMA would be in the area as long as needed.  He reported the Town would have a public forum when all information related to the flood is available.

        Town Manager Richard Underkofler reported FEMA handouts would be available at the Fire Station, Town Hall and churches.  Also, information would be shown on television and in the newspapers.

•
Councilor Dan Dernulc reported this week is Fire Prevention Week and the Fire Department will host an Open House on Saturday October 14, 2006.  

•
Councilor Mark Herak commented that flood related information should be available daily.  

Councilor Herak also stated that a traffic count should be done on Martha Street, Lincoln Street and Hart Street. John Bach advises a study has already been done and he would give the information to the Town Council.

John Bach stated Public Works Department is short on manpower due to the extra time spent on trash pick-up. He will continue to pick up debris as long as needed but would be by appointments or areas.

 Cecile Petro Redevelopment Director stated a joint meeting would take place at the Highland Town Hall, between Highland and the City of Hammond.  The Greet and Meet will be Wednesday October 11, 2006 at 7:30 o’clock p.m.

Business from the Floor

1. Beth Hein of 8411 Gordon Drive spoke about Gordon Street and Ross Street flooding.  After the Wicker Park Estates flood, she thought the flooding issue had been resolved.  However streets and basements continue to flood

2. Lorraine Ball of 3028 La Porte stated her basement wall collapsed due to the September 13, 2006 flood. What about the storage tank underground on La Porte and Cady Ditch should this not prevent the flooding?

3. Jim Milligan of 3148 Eder, asked John Bach why the pump stopped and had to be started manually. He wants to know what can be done to prevent this in the future. John Bach advise the pump was started quickly and it would not have made any difference with the flooding. The Cady Ditch is cared for by Lake County and had been cleaned out about three years ago.

4. Ed Dabrowski of 3636 38th Street, stated that many residents put leaves, grass, oil and anti-freeze in the street and in the sewer system which adds to flooding problem.  The ordinance on this matter should be enforced.

5. Al Pederson of 3437 Franklin Street stated one meeting about the flood would be sufficient. This caused a difference of ideas   between Al and Councilor Herak.

Accounts Payable Vouchers: 
There being no further business from the floor to come before the Council, Councilor Dernulc moved to allow the accounts payable vouchers as filed on the pending pay docket, covering the period September 28, 2006, through October 26, 2006. Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a roll call vote there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The accounts payable vouchers were allowed and the Clerk-Treasurer was authorized to make payment.

General Fund, $283,201.50; Motor Vehicle Highway and Street (MVH) Fund, $18,925.94; Law Enforcement Continuing Education, Training and Supply Fund, $371.34; Donation Fund, $431.12;Gasoline Fund, $13,194.50;  Telephone Fund, $3,695.13; MCCD Fund, $4,510.53; Solid Waste Grant Fund, $2,601.28;  Police Pension Fund, $56,942.50; Payroll Fund, $72.37; Total: $383,946.21
Councilor Dernulc moved that the meeting be adjourned and Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The Regular Meeting of the Town Council for October 9, 2006 was adjourned at 9:14 O’clock P.M.

There was no study session following the public meeting.

       Carol L Morrison, IAMC/CMC

       Deputy Clerk-Treasurer

       Shirley Frankiewicz

       Encumbering Officer

