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Enrolled Minutes of the Seventy-Sixth Special Meeting

Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland

Monday, September 22, 2006

Special Meeting. The Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in its special session on Friday, September 22, 2006 at 7:35 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana.

Town Council President Joseph Wszolek, presided and the minutes were recorded by Clerk-Treasurer, Michael W. Griffin.

 The session was opened with Councilor Robert Helmer leading all in the pledge of allegiance to the United States Flag and offering a moment of silent reflection.

Roll Call: Present on roll call were Councilors, Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Robert Helmer, Joseph Wszolek and Daniel Dernulc. The Clerk-Treasurer Michael W. Griffin was present to record the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

Additional Officials Present: Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; David Westland, Tauber, Westland & Jasaitis; and Peter T. Hojnicki, Metropolitan Police Chief were also present.

Minutes of Previous Sessions: Having confirmed that the minutes had been posted for public display, the enrolled minutes of the Minutes of the Regular Meetings of 28 August 2006 and September 11, 2006 were approved under general consent.

With leave from the Town Council, the Town Council President read aloud which noted the recent profound storm event with rains of 8 inches in three hours, flooding and property damage. The event occurred on September 12-13, 2006. The President expressed his desire that plans related to the possible construction of a town hall were suspended. He further expressed that his hope that the Town Council direct that a comprehensive independent study of the storm water infrastructure be conducted to determine status of the current system and any ways and means to withstand such future storm events.

Special Orders:

1.   Adoption Hearing of the Proposed Fiscal Year 2006 Budget for the Town of Highland.

(a) Verification of Proofs of Publication: TIMES - Aug 30 & Sept 6; POST-TRIB - Aug 30 & Sept 6.  Mr. Westland indicated that the proofs were in compliance with IC 5-3-1.

(b) Memorandum regarding filing of taxpayer petitions. The Town Clerk-Treasurer advised that the deadline for taxpayers’ remonstrance was Monday September 18, 2006. There were no petitions filed.

(c) Public Adoption Hearing. The Town Council President called the hearing to order.

1.
Jim Milligan, 3148 Eder Street, Highland, inquired whether or not the removal of the hydrant rental from property taxes to a user charge by the waterworks actually lowered his property taxes.

2.
Jim Bierman, 3455 Wirth Road, Highland, inquired whether or not the proposed budget included cost of repairs for the storm water pumping system.


Mr. Bierman further inquired whether or not his property was still removed from the Flood Plain.

3. Lillian Cramer 8001 Duluth, Highland, expressed her belief that the recent flooding and ensuing damage would lower the values of Highland homes and then inquired whether or not taxes would then go down as well.

4. Barb Vandermuth, 3932 Highway Avenue, Highland, inquired about the historical responses to flooding in the Town. Ms. Vandermuth further inquired about the measures that may have been taken recently to prevent flooding.

5.
Karen Tiemens, XXXX Wirth Road, Highland, inquired about the timetable of a proposed meeting suggested by the Town Council President that would be convened with residents to discuss the recent storm event and to explain any other remedies from FEMA and related agencies that may be available. Ms. Tiemens expressed her desire that the meeting be sooner rather than later.

6.
Any Duro, 9208 Grace Street, Highland, noted that he had observed sanitation trucks from East Chicago collecting trash in town. Mr. Duro inquired about the cost of that service and whether or not it would cause an additional increase on the utilities bills.

7.
Yvette Fisher, 8029 Duluth Street, Highland, noted that the utilities bills increased recently in part to cover costs of storm water management and inquired whether or not there would be a need to increase fees to support the costs associated with any system repair if needed to protect against storms.

8. An unnamed woman, inquired if Federal Assistance is awarded would the money be granted to the Town or to individuals.

9.
Frank Ventrella, 9049 Liable Road, Highland, asked whether or not the full-day kindergarten was in the budget.

10.
Unnamed man inquired about the status of resources in light of the costs associated with the Town Manager. He further noted that the Town did take steps in 1990 regarding the flood that took place then.

11. Jim Milligan, 3148 Eder Street, Highland, suggested that the bonds that would have been used for the Town Hall be used to upgrade the storm water sewers.

12.
Unidentified person inquired why the new pumps (pumps being upgraded to replace existing storm/waste water pumping stations in consequence of the US Army Corps Flood Control Project) were not in place before the landscape was done on the flood control levee.

13. Brian Novak, 3516 Eder Place, Highland, inquired whether or not the police department budget was cut. He further inquired whether or not the police force strength was modified.

14.
Jim Slagle, 3504 Eder Street, Highland, noted that the proposed budget needed to be reduced by around $1,000,000. He further expressed his opinion that the Town Manager appeared “smug” as he was interviewed regarding the storm event on television. He expressed his unhappiness with this and suggested that the elimination of the position of Town Manager to support balancing the budget.

15. Jim Milligan, 3148 Eder Street, Highland, suggested that perhaps removing the park walkways in the proposed reconstruction of Main Square would help balance the budget.

16.
Jim Bierman, 3455 Wirth Road, Highland, inquired whether or not that water bills be cut for persons who experienced damage from the storm event.

17.
Allison Thompson, 8344 Parrish Avenue, Highland, inquired whether or not the budget would support the waiver of building fees for construction related to repairs from storm damage.

With leave from the Town Council, a motion was permitted. 

Special Meeting Authorized. Councilor Herak moved to conduct a special meeting of the Town Council in which an ordinance authoring a waiver of permits and inspection fees could be considered on Saturday, September 30, 2006 at 8:30 a.m. Further that a special meeting be set for Monday, October 2, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. if needed for the further consideration of the ordinance. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The meetings were authorized.

18.
____________ 3501 Eder Place, Highland, inquired seeking clarification about the proposed waiver of permit and inspection fees.

19.
Jim Milligan inquired whether or not Hammond would charge for the flood water moving through the system.

There were several inquiries from unnamed persons inquiring about how the public would be informed about any future information meeting regarding the recent storm event. There being no further comments regarding the budget, the hearing was closed.

(d) 
Action on Proposed Ordinance No. 1330: An Ordinance of Appropriations and Budget Levies and Rates for the 2006 Budget. Introduced by Councilor Dernulc at the Town Council Meeting of 11 September 2006. No other action was taken, pursuant to IC 6-1.1-17 et seq.

Councilor Helmer moved the passage and adoption of Ordinance No. 1330. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote there were four affirmatives and one negative. With Councilors Zemen, Helmer, Dernulc and Wszolek voting in the affirmative and Councilor Herak voting in the negative, the motion passed. The Ordinance was adopted.


Prior to the roll call, under discussion, Councilor Herak indicated that he did not support the budget because of the impact of cuts to the police department. He further noted that he did not favor the removal of the property tax levy from the MVH Fund and the moving of two-thirds of the Town manager’s compensation to the water and sewer utilities.


The Town Council President said he was “disappointed” about the budget situation. He further expressed his hope that perhaps resources could be found to support raises.


Councilor Dernulc indicated that he too was unhappy about the cuts to the budget to bring it into balance.

Town of Highland

Ordinance No. 1330

Town of Highland, Lake County,  Indiana

An Ordinance for Appropriations and Tax  Rates

of the  Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana
Be it hereby Ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana:

Section 1. That for the expenses of the Town government and its institutions for the year ending December 31, 2007, the sums of money shown on Budget Form 4-A are hereby appropriated and ordered set apart out of the several funds herein named and for the purposes herein specified, subject to the laws governing same. Such sums herein appropriated shall be held to include all expenditures authorized to be made during the year, unless otherwise expressly stipulated and provided by law. In addition, for the purpose of raising revenue to meet the necessary expenses of Town government, tax rates are shown on Budget Form 4-B and included herein. Two (2) copies of Budget Forms No. 4-A and 4-B for all funds are made a part of the budget and submitted herewith.

Section 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval by the Town Council of the Town of Highland.

Introduced and Filed on the 11th day of September 2006. Consideration on First Reading not entertained, pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-17-3(a); I.C. 6-1.1-17-5(a)(8) and I.C. 36-5-3-4.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 22nd  Day of September, 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 4 in favor and 1  opposed.

Town of Highland, Indiana

By its Town Council:

Having Voted in the Affirmative:



Having Voted in the  Negative:

/s/
Joseph Wszolek




/s/
Mark A. Herak


Town Council President IC 36-5-2-10





/s/
Robert Helmer

/s/
Daniel Dernulc

/s/
Bernie Zemen

Attest:

/s/
Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA


Town Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)
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COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC for TOPICS NOT on the AGENDA:

1.
H. Allen Pederson, XXXX Franklin, Highland, commended the Town Council President on his handling of the meeting.

2.
Jim Milligan, 3148  Eder Street, Highland, inquired about the status of the 95¢ increase to the storm water management fees scheduled to increase in January of 2007.

3.
Kim Fileko, 3739 Jewett Street, Highland, indicated that owing to flood damage from the recent storm event, she could not live in her rental residence. She further reported that the landlord would not return her damage deposit. She  requested assistance.

4.
Wally Evans, 3535 Wirth Road, Highland, commented on his action bringing a boat to the Southridge School to assist with departing students.

5.
Lewis Fuqua, 3852 Jewett, Highland, noted that there were resources provided for persons in who experienced the 1990 flood event in Highland’s Wicker Park Manor Subdivision.

6.
James Lively, 3141 Martha Street, Highland, reported what he perceived to be a problem of communication at the disaster field response facility.  He was seeking some corrective response from the Town.

The comment period was closed.

Accounts Payable Vouchers: 
There being no further business from the floor to come before the Council, Councilor Helmer moved to allow the accounts payable vouchers as filed on the pending pay docket, covering the period September 12, 2006, through September 22, 2006, Councilor Zemen  seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The accounts payable vouchers were allowed and the Clerk-Treasurer was authorized to make payment.

General Fund, $160,729.77; Motor Vehicle Highway and Street (MVH) Fund, $17,270.54; Local Road and Street (LRS) Fund, $794.20; Forfeited and Seized Assets Fund, $91.16; Law Enforcement Continuing Education, Training and Supply Fund, $802.36; Gasoline Fund, $580.75; Donation Fund, $150.00; Police Pension Fund, $31.90; Cumulative Capital Improvement Fund, $10,981.12; Municipal Cumulative Capital Development Fund, $433.30; Safe Neighborhoods Grant Fund, $488.00; Municipal Cumulative Street Fund, $878.50;  Total: $193,231.60.

Councilor Helmer moved that the meeting be adjourned and Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The Special Meeting of the Town Council for September 22, 2006 was adjourned at 9:50 O’clock P.M. No study session followed.

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer







