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Enrolled Minutes of the Seventieth Regular Meeting

Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland

Monday, June 26, 2006

Study Session. 
The Town Council Convened in Study Session immediately before the Regular Meeting at 6:30 p.m.

Present at the Study session on silent roll call were Councilors, Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Joe Wszolek, Robert Helmer, and Dan Dernulc. The Michael W. Griffin, the Highland Clerk-Treasurer was present to record the proceedings. 

General Substance of Matters Discussed

1.
The Town Council discussed the agenda for the imminent meeting.

2. The Town Council discussed the manner of drafting the bid specifications for a recommended Fire Truck. The discussion moved toward whether or not certain amenities or desirable accessories could be set out as bid alternatives.

The study session adjourned at 7:04 O’clock P.M.

Regular Meeting. The Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in its regular session on Monday, June 26, 2006 at 7:07 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana.

Council President Joseph Wszolek presided and the minutes were recorded by Clerk-Treasurer, Michael W. Griffin.

 The session was opened with Councilor Mark Herak leading all in the pledge of allegiance to the United States Flag and offering a prayer.

Roll Call: Present on roll call were Councilors, Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Robert Helmer, Joseph Wszolek and Daniel Dernulc. The Clerk-Treasurer Michael W. Griffin was present to record the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

Additional Officials Present: Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; Rhett Tauber, Town Council Attorney; John Bach, Public Works Director; Peter T. Hojnicki, Metropolitan Chief of Police; Cecile Petro, Redevelopment Director; William Timmer, CFOD, Fire Chief; Kenneth J. Mika, Building Commissioner .

Ed Dabrowski of the Park and Recreation Board; Tom Agler of the Municipal Plan Commission; Lisa Gauthier of the Parks Advisory Council of Community Events were also present.

Minutes of Previous Sessions: Having confirmed that the minutes had been posted for public display, the enrolled minutes of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of 12 June 2006 were approved under general consent.

Special Orders:

1.  Public Hearing. Considering the matter of the proposed establishment of a General Improvement District to be associated with a project to improve the 8800 block of Cottage Grove Avenue to be known as the Cottage Grove Avenue Reconstruction Project financing the cost of these improvements through the Municipal General Improvement Fund. (Resolution No. 2006-45)

(a) 
Verification of Proofs of Publication. (IC 5-3-1;IC 36-9-17) The TIMES: 15 June 2006 The Town Council Attorney indicated that the proofs of publication were in order. Certified mailings receipts were in the possession of the Public Works Director. 

(b) Public Hearing. The Town Council President called the hearing to order on the following issue: Whether the benefits that will accrue to the property liable to be assessed for the improvement will equal the maximum estimated cost of the improvement.


The Public Works Director made a brief presentation regarding the scope of the improvement project. There was some discussion related to a timetable for bid awards being tentatively set for August 14 with September 1 to be the start of construction with approximately 60 days to conclude the project.


1.
Wally Evans, 3535 Wirth Road, Highland, inquired about the rationale of charging residents for the costs of curb and sidewalks. 

     
2.
Jim Milligan, 3143 Eder Street, Highland, inquired about whether or not the cost to repair damage to curbs would also be assessed to nearby homeowners.

 
3.
Joe Bartok, 9324 Spring creek Drive, Highland, engaged in a colloquy with the Town Council regarding the rationale of charging residents directly for the improvements.



There being no further comments  to come before the Town Council, the Town Council President closed the hearing.

(c)  Consideration of Works Board Order No. 2006-09. Councilor Dernulc moved the passage and adoption of the Works Board Order. Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and  no negatives. The Order was adopted. The General Improvement District (GID) was approved.

Town of Highland

Order of the Works Board No. 2006-09

An Order Confirming Resolution No. 2006-45 Entitled “Preliminary Resolution for Cottage Grove Avenue Reconstruction Project and Financing thereof through Municipal General Improvement Fund and Special Assessments from Property Owners Benefiting from such Improvements“

Whereas, on June 12, 2006, the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Indiana adopted Resolution No. 2006-45 entitled “Preliminary Resolution for Cottage Grove Avenue Reconstruction Project and Financing thereof through Municipal General Improvement Fund and Special Assessments from Property Owners Benefiting from such Improvements”, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein; and

Whereas, The Town Council has held a Public Hearing, after publication and mailing of notice as required by law, and has heard all interested persons regarding Resolution 2006-45; and

Whereas, The Town Council now desires to confirm Resolution 2006-45.

Now Therefore, be it resolved by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, as follows:


Section 1.
That the Town Council hereby determines that the benefits that will accrue to the property liable to be assessed for the improvements (as defined in Resolution 2006-45) will be in excess of the maximum estimated cost of the improvement.


Section 2.
That the Town Council hereby confirms Resolution 2006-45.


Section 3.
That the Town Council hereby orders that the improvements be completed and hereby determines to levy special assessments against the owner of property to be benefited by the improvements in a total amount not to exceed the estimate of maximum cost for the Improvements, which assessments are to be levied upon completion of the Improvements and determined in accordance with the provisions of I.C. 36-9-36.


Be it So Ordered.

Duly adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, this 26th day of June 2006 by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President

Attest:

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer

2.   
Public Hearing: Proposed Additional Appropriations in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Municipal Cumulative Capital Development Fund.
       (a) 
Attorney verification of Proofs of Publication: The TIMES 15 June 2006. The Town Council Attorney verified that the proofs of publication were in compliance with IC 5-3-1.

(b) Public Hearing. The Town Councilor President called the hearing to order. There were no comments written or spoken. The hearing was closed.

       (c)  
Action on Appropriation Enactment No. 2006-50: An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Municipal Cumulative Capital Development Fund.  If approved, it authorizes $35,000 that may be used to establish initial funding for a proposed Information Technology Fund. 


Councilor Dernulc introduced and filed Appropriation Enactment No. 2006-50. There was no further action.

3.   
Public Hearing: Proposed Additional Appropriations in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Metropolitan Police Department of the Corporation General Fund and in the Motor Vehicle Highway (MVH) Fund.
       (a) 
Attorney verification of Proofs of Publication: The TIMES 15 June 2006. The Town Council Attorney verified that the proofs of publication were in compliance with IC 5-3-1.

.

       (b)  Public Hearing. The Town Councilor President called the hearing to order.


1.
Jim Milligan, 3143 Eder Street, Highland, inquired about the value of the MVH additional appropriation to the road program for the Town.


There were no further comments. The hearing was closed.

(c)  
Action on Appropriation Enactment No. 2006-51: An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Metropolitan Police Department of the Corporation General Fund.  If approved, it authorizes $21,170 to be used for Gasoline and Oil costs.


Councilor Dernulc introduced and filed Appropriation Enactment No. 2006-51. There was no further action.  

(d)  
Action on Appropriation Enactment No. 2006-52: An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Motor Vehicle Highway (MVH) Fund.  If approved, it authorizes $250,000 to be used for maintenance of Streets and Roads.


Councilor Dernulc introduced and filed Appropriation Enactment No. 2006-52. There was no further action.  

4.   
Public Hearing: Proposed Additional Appropriations in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Municipal Cumulative Street Fund.
       (a) 
Attorney verification of Proofs of Publication: The TIMES 15 June 2006. The Town Council Attorney verified that the proofs of publication were in compliance with IC 5-3-1.

(b) Public Hearing. The Town Council President called the hearing to order.

1.
Joe Bartok, 9324 Spring Creek Drive, Highland, inquired about the municipal policy on paving alleys.

2.
Wally Evans, 3535 Wirth Road, Highland, inquired how the policy on paving alleys addressed circumstances in which not all benefiting persons paid their allocated costs.

(c)  Action on Appropriation Enactment No. 2006-53: An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Municipal Cumulative Street Fund.  If approved, it authorizes $32,640 to be used for alley resurfacing and sidewalk replacement program.

Councilor Dernulc introduced and moved the consideration of Enactment No. 2006-53 at the same meeting of introduction. Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a unanimous vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Enactment could be considered. 


Councilor Dernulc moved the passage and adoption of Enactment No. 2006-53 at the same meeting of introduction. Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a two-thirds vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Enactment was adopted.
Town of Highland

Appropriation Enactment

Enactment No. 2006-53
An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the Annual Budget for the Municipal Cumulative Street Fund, pursuant to i.c. 6-1.1-18, i.c. 36-5-3-5, et seq.
Whereas, Following a public hearing advertised pursuant to I.C. 5-3-1, it has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget for the Municipal Cumulative Street Fund;

Whereas, It has been determined that such additional appropriations as may be approved by this enactment, will not increase the levies set under I.C. 6-1.1-17, all pursuant to I.C. 36-5-3-5;

Now, Therefore Be it Enacted by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, as follows:


Section 1.
 That for the expenses of said municipality, the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated and ordered set apart out of the funds herein named and for the purposes herein specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

Municipal Cumulative Street Fund:
390.15 Alley Resurfacing 




$    2,640.00





Total  Series:

$    2,640.00

440.10
Sidewalk Program




$   30,000.00





Total  Series:

$   30,000.00






Total for Fund:

$   32,640.00

Section 2.
That the Clerk-Treasurer is hereby authorized and instructed to inform the Department of Local Government Finance of this action and that these monies be made available for expenditure pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-18.


Section 3.
That in satisfaction and for the purposes of the provisions set out in I.C. 36-5-2-9.6, I.C. 36-5-3-5, I.C. 36-5-4-2, this enactment shall be deemed properly filed and introduced before the Town Council at a regular or special meeting,  properly called and convened pursuant to I.C. 5-1.5-14 et seq.

Introduced and filed on the 26th  day of June 2006.  Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction sustained a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed, pursuant to I.C. 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 26th  Day of June  2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

/s/Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:
/s/Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)


COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC for TOPICS on the AGENDA:

1.
Jim Milligan, 3143 Eder Street, Highland, inquired about the underlying rationale supporting the institution of Stormwater Fees, and the effects of delay to its next increase.

2.
Mr. Joe Bartok, 9324 Spring Creek Drive, Highland asked for clarification on the issue of the Conflicts Disclosure filed by John Koval.  

2.
Mr. H. Allen Pederson, ________________, Highland commended the appointment of Carlos Aburto to the Park and Recreation Board.

Communication:

1.   
A letter was read from St. James Parish requesting permission to display temporary event signs for the Annual Family Festival, July 19th through July 23rd, 2006. The Parish wishes to display at Kennedy Avenue at the Town Garage; Kennedy Avenue & Main Street; Ridge Road & Indianapolis Boulevard; and Ridge Road & Cline Ave. The Church makes this request, pursuant to §214.254 of the Municipal Code.


Councilor Zemen moved to approve the request subject to the locations indicated below. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Banners were authorized.

            The usual banner sites:

                  Kennedy Avenue and Main Street


Kennedy Avenue at the Public Works Facility


Cline Avenue and Ridge Road and


45th Avenue at the Munster-Highland corporate boundary.
Appointments:

• Statutory Boards and Commissions

    Executive Appointments made by Town Council President

    Legislative or Fiscal Body Appointments made by Town Council

1.    Executive Appointment to the Park and Recreation Board:  The Town Council President announced his appointment of Carlos O. Aburto, 9139 Prairie Avenue, Highland, Indiana to fulfill the unexpired term of Larry Vassar. The appointment is effective on July 1.
Unfinished Business and General Orders:

1.  
Action on introduced Appropriation Enactment No. 2006-43: An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Municipal Cumulative Capital Development Fund.  If approved, it authorizes $193,980 for special application software and computers, some of which is related to the shared law enforcement computer application licensed by Spillman. Councilor Dernulc introduced and filed at the Town Council meeting of June 12, 2006. There was no further action.


Councilor Dernulc moved the passage and adoption of Enactment No. 2006-43. Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a roll call  vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Enactment was adopted.

Town of Highland

Appropriation Enactment

Enactment No. 2006-43
An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the Annual Budget for the MUNICIPAL CUMULATIVE CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT (MCCD) FUND, pursuant to i.c. 6-1.1-18, i.c. 36-5-3-5, et seq.
Whereas, Following a public hearing advertised pursuant to I.C. 5-3-1, it has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget for the Municipal Cumulative Capital Development Fund;

Whereas, It has been determined that such additional appropriations as may be approved by this enactment, will not increase the levy set under I.C. 6-1.1-17, all pursuant to I.C. 36-5-3-5;

Now, Therefore Be it Enacted by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, as follows:


Section 1.

That for the expenses of said municipality, the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated and ordered set apart out of the funds herein named and for the purposes herein specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

Municipal Cumulative Capital  Fund:
Acct. No. 390.04  Application Software:




$  110,642.00








Total  Series:

$  110,642.00

Acct. No.  430.10  Other Improvements:




$    40,000.00

Acct. No.  430.11  Computers:





$    43,338.00








Total  Series:

$    83,338.00






Total for Fund:

$  193,980.00


Section 2. 
That the Clerk-Treasurer is hereby authorized and instructed to inform the Indiana Department of Local Government Finance of this action and that these moneys be made available for expenditure subject to an order of the Commissioner, pursuant to IC 6-1.1-18.


Section 3.

That in satisfaction and for the purposes of the provisions set out in I.C. 36-5-2-9.6, I.C. 36-5-3-5, I.C. 36-5-4-2, this enactment shall be deemed properly filed and introduced before the Town Council at a regular or special meeting, properly called and convened pursuant to I.C. 5-1.5-14 et seq.

Introduced and filed on the 12th  day of June  2006.  Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction was not considered pursuant to I.C. 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 26th  Day of June 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

/s/Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:
/s/Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

2.  
Introduced Ordinance No. 1322: An Ordinance to Amend the Section § 171.72 of the Highland Municipal Code, regarding storm water management user rates and charges, delaying implementation of a scheduled increase from July 1 2006 to January 1, 2007 all pursuant to I.C. 36-1-4, IC 36-1-5 and IC 36-9-25 et sequitur. Councilor Herak introduced and filed at the Town Council meeting of June 12, 2006. There was no further action.


Councilor Herak moved the passage and adoption of Ordinance No. 1322. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The  motion  passed. The Ordinance was adopted.

ORDINANCE No. 1322

of the

TOWN of HIGHLAND, INDIANA
An Ordinance to Amend the Section § 171.72 of the Highland Municipal Code, regarding  storm water management user rates and charges, all pursuant to  I.C. 36-1-4, IC 36-1-5 and IC 36-9-25 et sequitur.

Whereas, The Town of Highland, is a Municipal Government which may pass and codify ordinances for the operation of the government, all pursuant to IC 36-1-4 and IC 36-1-5;

Whereas, The Town of Highland, is a municipality located in Lake County which operates a Department of Public Sanitation, which has been continuously governed by the provisions of IC 36-9-25 et seq. at least since 1970; and,

Whereas, The Town of Highland Town Council is in receipt of a resolution passed and adopted by the Board of Sanitary Commissioners, which again changes the effective date for a schedule of rates and charges, which support its management of the sewage works as well as the storm water and watercourses of the Town of Highland, which was an initially approved date of January 1, 2006 changed to the date of July 1 2006, and now recommended in Sanitary District Resolution 2006-11 to be changed to be effective on January 1, 2007; and,

Whereas, The Board of Sanitary Commissioners, has requested that the Town Council of the Town of Highland as the legislative body favor approve and adopt the effective date change of the rates and charges pursuant to IC 36-9-25-11 and thereby put them into force and effect; and,

Whereas, The Town of Highland, through its Town Council now wishes to still further perfect its own organization as well as that of the Department of Public Sanitation and make certain amendments to the ordinance establishing and governing the rates and charges of the Sanitary District, pursuant to  IC 36-9-25-11;

Now, Therefore, Be it hereby ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, as follows:


Section 1. 
That Section 171.72 of the Highland Municipal Code be hereby repealed in its entirety and amended to add a section to be numbered Section § 171.72, which shall read as follows:

§ 171.72  STORMWATER MANAGEMENT RATES and CHARGES

(A) 
For the use of and the service rendered by said storm water utility, User Fees shall be collected from the Users.  The storm-water management fees shall be charged according to the following Schedule:

Storm Water Management Fees Schedule

(1) 
For the period beginning November 1, 2004 the following fees and charges are in effect:



Monthly Fees


Residential

Single-Family Unit
$6.00



Multiple Family Units





1 to 4 units (each)
$ 4.50 





5 to 12 units (each)
$3.30 





greater than 12 units (each)
$2.10


Non-Residential 

Category 1 (0 - 5,000 sq. ft.)
 6.00


Category 2 (5,001 – 40,000 sq. ft.)
24.00


Category 3 (40,001 – 100,000 sq. ft.)
72.00


Category 4 (Over 100,000 sq. ft.)                                                                                               120.00


(2) 
For the period beginning January 1, 2007 the following fees and charges are in effect:



Monthly Fees


Residential

Single-Family Unit
$6.95



Multiple Family Units





1 to 4 units (each)
$ 5.21 





5 to 12 units (each)
$ 3.82 





greater than 12 units (each)
$ 2.43


Non-Residential 

Category 1 (0 - 5,000 sq. ft.)

$6.95


Category 2 (5,001 – 40,000 sq. ft.)

27.80


Category 3 (40,001 – 100,000 sq. ft.)

83.40


Category 4 (Over 100,000 sq. ft.)

139.00

(B)  For the service rendered to the Town of Highland, said Town shall be subject to the same User Fees herein above provided.  Impervious area located within a public dedicated or public owned right-of-way shall not be subject to a User Fee.


 (C)
Federal, State, Town, County and Private Roadways.  Streets, roads, highways and bike paths shall be given 100% credit as they form an integral part of the storm water system.  The surface water control system incorporated in design of roadways are areas engineered to convey all design runoff without street flooding.  Primary elements of the drainage system yield community-wide benefits and are installed to service the general public’s interests.


Section 2.
 Schedule of Rates and Charges Adopted. That by passage and adoption of this ordinance the rates and charges as adopted by the Board of Sanitary Commissioners in its Resolution No. 2005-23, amended by Resolution 2005-32 and still further amended by Resolution No. 2006-11 are hereby approved and made effective as provided, all pursuant to IC 36-9-25-11(c);

Section 3.
 Schedule of Implementation. The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage and adoption upon its signature by the executive in the manner prescribed by IC 36-5-2-10(a) and its publication in the manner provided by IC 36-1-5 and IC 5-3-1.

Introduced and Filed on the 12th day of June 2006. Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction was not considered, all pursuant to IC 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 26th  day of June, 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

/s/Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)

Attest:

/s/Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)
3.  
Action on Conflicts of Interest Disclosure Form filed by John Koval of the Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners regarding the employment of a relative. Councilor Zemen moved to accept and approve the Conflict Disclosure Form filed by John Koval. Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The conflict disclosure was approved.

4.   CDR 2006-54: Approving an agreement for Information Technology Consultant Services with Edward Dabrowski d/b/a CBL Consulting, Inc.


Councilor Helmer moved to authorize the Council President to sign an agreement with CBL Consulting. Inc. for information technology consultant services provided by Edward Dabrowski on a retainer basis @ $3,500 per month for the months of July and August 2006. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Council President was authorized to sign an extension agreement with CBL.

5.  
Proposed Ordinance No. 1323:  An Ordinance Amending the Municipal Code to establish an Information Technology Fund, operated as an Internal Service Fund of the municipality. Councilor Helmer introduced and filed Ordinance No. 1323. There was no further action.

6.   CDR 2006-55:  A Council Decision Request to approve specifications for replacement rescue pumper and to authorize the Fire Chief to advertise and solicit bids pursuant to IC 5-22 in support of its acquisition.


Councilor Dernulc moved to approve proposed specifications and to authorize the Fire Chief to advertise and solicit bids to acquire a Rescue Pumper to replace Engine E-5 pursuant to IC 5-22 in support of its acquisition. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Chief was authorized with the specifications to seek bids.

7.  
CDR 2006-56:  A Council Decision Request to authorize and approve a public hearing for additional appropriations in the Streets and Sanitation Department of the Corporation General Fund.


Councilor Zemen moved to instruct the Clerk Treasurer to advertise for an additional appropriation in the amount of $190,000 in the Sanitation Department of the General Fund, 380.01, Solid Waste Service. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The public hearing was authorized.

8.  
Proposed Ordinance No. 1324:  An Ordinance Amending the Municipal Code to establish an economic development commission. Councilor Dernulc introduced and filed Ordinance No. 1324. There were no further actions taken.

9.  Proposed Ordinance No. 1326.1298-D: AN ORDINANCE to AMEND THE ORDINANCE FIXING THE WAGE and SALARY RATES of the EMPLOYEES of the TOWN of HIGHLAND, INDIANA for 2006. (These amendments were authorized to me moved to ordinance form by adopted of CDR 2006-47 and CDR 2006-49.) Councilor Dernulc introduced and filed Ordinance No. 1326.1298-D. There was no further action.
Committee Reports

•
Councilor Bernie Zemen reported that the Independence Day Festival would begin at Main Square from Thursday June 30 to Tuesday July 4.  

•
Councilor Herak indicated that a joint meeting of the Board of Sanitary Commissioners and the Board of Waterworks Directors would be convened to discuss capital planning.


Councilor Herak noted that the North End separation program continues.

•
Councilor Robert Helmer reported that the Redevelopment Commission, Plan Commission and the Advisory Board of Zoning Appeals would be soon meeting in their period joint meeting. 

•
Councilor Dan Dernulc reported through Fire Chief Timmer on the new fireworks law and the hours in which fireworks could be ignited. 

•
Councilor Joseph Wszolek reported that the Plan Commission was completing its work on the sign regulations amendments in the Zoning Code Text. 

Comments from the Public for Matters not on the Agenda

1.
Jim Milligan, 3143 Eder Street, Highland, commented on his reservations about efforts that the Town Council may be contemplating regarding the Blue Heron Rookery.

2.
Wally Evans, 3535 Wirth Road, Highland, inquired about the difficulty of the Lake County Solid Management District Board of Directors to achieve a quorum.


Wally Evans also inquired about evacuation provisions in any disaster plan that the Town may have.

3. Jim Milligan, 3143 Eder Street, Highland, inquired about the status of the proposed municipal building construction or retrofit.

4. H. Allen Pederson, _________, Highland, inquired about one proposal related to the possible erection of a new Town Hall that involved a location near the current site of the American Legion Post 180 and a possible access to Ridge Road there.

5.
Joe Bartok, 9324 Spring Creek Drive, Highland, inquired about any plans for renovating the building.


Accounts Payable Vouchers: 
There being no further business from the floor to come before the Council, Councilor Dernulc moved to allow the accounts payable vouchers as filed on the pending pay docket, covering the period June 13, 2006, through June 26, 2006, Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The accounts payable vouchers were allowed and the Clerk-Treasurer was authorized to make payment.

General Fund, $279,874.94; Motor Vehicle Highway and Street (MVH) Fund, $20,699.45; Local Road and Street (LRS) Fund, $21,040.72; Forfeited and Seized Assets Fund, $101.83; Law Enforcement Continuing Education, Training and Supply Fund, $2,624.34; Telephone Fund, $1,506.75; Donation Fund, $1,794.29; Police Pension Fund, $54,115.82; General Improvement Fund, $36.00; Health Insurance Fund, $1,043.32; Total: $382,837.46.

Councilor Helmer moved that the meeting be adjourned and Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The Regular Meeting of the Town Council for June 26, 2006 was adjourned at 9:22 O’clock P.M.

Study Session.  The Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in a regularly called study session, immediately following the meeting on Monday, June 26, 2006 at 9:30 O’clock P.M., in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana.

Silent Roll Call: Present were Town Councilors, Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Robert Helmer, Joseph Wszolek and  Dan Dernulc. The Clerk-Treasurer Michael W. Griffin was present to record the proceedings.

Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; Rhett Tauber, Town Council Attorney; and John Bach, Public Works Director were present.

General Substance of Matters Discussed

1.
The Town Council, the Town Manager and the Town Council Attorney discussed the inquiry made by Attorney James L. Wieser on behalf of his client regarding a Kenilworth Avenue public way vacation.  The group discussed the competing merits and legality of seeking an exaction or licensing the use of the public way instead of vacating. The discussion included the ways and means of valuing the public way.

2.
The Town Council discussed with the Town Council Attorney a Tort Claim Notice presented by Nick Perko, Attorney for a client regarding damage in a basement owing to sewage backup.

3.
The Town Council and the Town Council Attorney discussed the recent successful litigation involving noise ordinance enforcements at the site of the former Finke’s Nightclub on Kennedy Avenue. The group discussed the status of the remaining outstanding lawsuits regarding Finke.

The Town Council Attorney departed at this time.

4.
The Town Council and the Town Manager discussed with the Public Works Director, his decision to engage Torrenga Engineering to perform professional engineering services for the pending Cottage Grove Avenue Reconstruction Project. The Town Council discussed its experience with that firm related to construction projects. Some members of the Town Council expressed some concerns based upon perceptions of the experience.

51.
The Town Council discussed the landscaping agreement for service with Sunshine Landscaping and the some of its terms regarding the hourly pay rates charged for Ms. Stombaugh’s assistants. 

There being no further business the Town Council study session of June 26, 2006 was adjourned at 10:10 O’clock p.m.

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer

