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Enrolled Minutes of the Sixty-Fifth Regular Meeting 

For the Twenty-Fifth Highland Town Council

Monday, April 10, 2006

Study Session. 
The Twenty Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in a study session preceding the regular meeting on Monday, April 10, 2006 at 6:30 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana.

Silent Roll Call: Councilors Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Joseph Wszolek and Dan Dernulc were present. Councilor Robert Helmer was absent. The Clerk-Treasurer, Michael W. Griffin was present to record the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

General Substance of Matters Discussed.

1. The Town Council discussed the imminent agenda. 

2. 
The Town Council discussed the issue of the rate increase related to the solid waste management services.

The study session ended at 7:04 O’clock p.m.

Regular Meeting.  The Twenty Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in its regular session on Monday, April 10, 2005 at 7:06 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana. 

The Town Council President Joseph A. Wszolek presided and the Town Clerk-Treasurer was present to record the proceedings.

The session was opened with Councilor Mark Herak leading the pledge of allegiance to the United States Flag and offering a prayer.

Roll Call: Present on roll call were Council Members Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Joseph Wszolek, and Daniel Dernulc. Councilor Robert Helmer was absent owing to a work related commitment. The Town Clerk-Treasurer Michael Griffin was present to memorialize the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

Additional Officials Present: Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; Rhett Tauber, Town Council Attorney; Jack Lannon, General Supervisor; Patrick Vassar, Metropolitan Police Commander; Cecile Petro, Redevelopment Director; Alex M. Brown, CPRP, Parks and Recreation Superintendent; Kenneth J. Mika, Building Commissioner; and William Timmer, CFOD, Fire Chief.

Minutes of the Previous Session

The minutes of the regular meeting of 27 March 2006 were approved under general consent.

With leave from the Town Council, the Town Council President, wearing a formal evening suit (tuxedo), explained that having noted the “zoot suit-styled” tuxedo worn by the Highland Fire Fighters’ Association President Joe Gryzymski at last Saturday’s annual Fire Fighters’ Dinner, the Town Council President elected to wear his formal suit for this meeting.

Special Orders:

1.  Public Hearing on Proposed Solid Waste Management Fees.
(a) Attorney verification of Proof of Publication. The Clerk-Treasurer indicated that owing to the short turn around of time from the instruction to give legal notice and the process for producing a proof of publication from the newspaper, even after efforts to obtain a version of the proofs from the newspaper was unsuccessful. The Town Council was advised to proceed with the hearing and to delay action on the introduced ordinance until the next meeting at which time the proofs should be available.

(b) Public Hearing on Proposed Rates.  The Town Council President called the hearing to order. The following comments were received:

1.
Jim Milligan, 3148 Eder Street, Highland, inquired about the rationale for a hydrant maintenance fee on the utility bill. While not related to the subject of the hearing, the Town Council President explained the rationale for the special user charge. 

There were no further comments written or spoken. The hearing was closed.

(c) 
Introduced Ordinance No. 1314: An Ordinance revising and Amending the Highland Municipal Code, CHAPTER 170, PARTICULARLY REGARDING THE FEES CHARGED FOR THE SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM of the Town, particularly, all pursuant to IC 36-1-5 and IC 36-9-30 et seq. Proposed increases each year for four years. Introduced and filed by Councilor Herak at meeting of 27 March 2007. If adopted, monthly charge to be increased from $11.75 to the following monthly charges:

      

Beginning June 1, 2006:     $14.00 monthly (Seniors Citizens deduct $1.00)

       
Beginning April 1, 2007:   $14.60 monthly (Seniors Citizens deduct $1.00)

       
Beginning April 1, 2008:   $15.25 monthly (Seniors Citizens deduct $1.00)

       
Beginning April 1, 2009:   $15.90 monthly (Seniors Citizens deduct $1.00)
Councilor Dernulc moved to defer action on Ordinance No. 1314 until the meeting of April 24, 2006 at which time the proofs of publication may be available for review. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance would be taken up at the meeting of April 24, 2006.

Comments from the Public for Topics on the Agenda

This portion of the Town Council Meeting is reserved for persons who desire to address the Town Council.  Depending on the nature of he comments, the Town Council may direct the staff to address the topic or follow-up on matters that may arise from public comments. Persons addressing the Town Council are requested to limit their presentations to three (3) minutes and to try to avoid repetitious comments.
1.
Jim Diehl, 10104 Kennedy Avenue, Highland, inquired as to why the process had changed to permit public comment at the start of the meeting.

2.
Jim Milligan, 3148 Eder Street, Highland, inquired about the $7,000 additional appropriation before the Town Council.
Communications:

1. 
A letter was read from the Redeemer Lutheran Church requesting permission to display temporary special event sign for the Ladies Society Rummage and Bake Sale Event on April 27-28, 2006. The church wishes to display from 16 April to 29 April 2006. The Church makes this request, pursuant to §214.254 of the Municipal Code.


Councilor Herak moved to approve the request of the Lutheran Church for the display of the temporary signs pursuant to Section §214.254 of the Municipal Code. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed.

2.  
A letter was read from the Downtown Business Association and the Chamber of Commerce requesting permission to display temporary special event signs for its special First Fridays Promotions. The group makes this request, pursuant to §214.254 of the Municipal Code.

Councilor Dernulc moved to approve the request of the Downtown Business Association and the Chamber of Commerce for the display temporary special event signs for its special First Fridays Promotions, pursuant to Section §214.254 of the Municipal Code. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The temporary sign request was approved.
Staff Reports: The Council received the following reports as information for the record: 
• Building & Inspection Report for March 2006
	Permit Type
	No.
	Residential
	Commercial
	Est. Cost
	Fees

	Single Family
	2
	2
	0
	$448,085.00
	$4,910.00

	Duplex/Condo
	1
	1
	0
	$247,000.00
	$2,680.00

	Commercial
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Residential Addit/Remodel
	52
	52
	0
	$282,212.00
	$5,639.00

	Commercial Addit/Remodel
	7
	0
	7
	$138,050.00
	$2,792.00

	Sheds 
	1
	1
	0
	$2,000.00
	$131.00

	Fences
	10
	9
	1
	$16,490.00
	$869.00

	Garage
	2
	2
	0
	$7,577.00
	$323.00

	Swimming Pools
	0
	0
	0
	
	$0.00

	Misc. Permits
	1
	0
	1
	$0.00
	$83.00

	Signs
	6
	0
	6
	$22,815.00
	$1,546.00

	Fire Repair 
	0
	0
	0
	$0
	$0

	Total:
	82
	67
	15
	$1,164,229.00
	$18,973.00

	Electrical Permits
	30
	20
	10
	
	$3,147.00

	Plumbing Permits
	13
	9
	4
	
	$1,586.50

	Water Meters
	6
	5
	1
	
	$600.00

	Water Taps
	4
	4
	0
	
	$800.00

	Sewer Taps
	8
	8
	0
	
	$900.00

	Total Plumbing
	31
	26
	5
	
	$3,886.50


Final Inspections included 6 Building, 8 Plumbing and 20 Electrical. There three electrical exams given.

• Fire Department Report for March 2006
	
	Month
	Y.T.D.
	Previous Y.T.D.
	Task Hours

	General Alarms
	4
	30
	30
	 

	Car Fires
	2
	4
	7
	 

	Still Alarms
	16
	37
	20
	 

	Ambulance
	0
	2
	5
	 


• Workplace Safety Report for March 2006
There was one incident reported in March. The following incident summary was filed:

	Department
	Injuries this Month
	Year to Date

2006
	Total in 2005
	Restricted Days 2006
	Lost Workdays

This Year
	Restricted Days Last Year (2005)
	Lost Workdays Last Year (2005)

	Parks
	0
	2
	4
	0
	0
	20
	0

	Fire
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Police
	0
	2
	4
	0
	9
	0
	0

	Street
	0
	1
	10
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Water & Sewer
	1
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	196

	Maint.
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	9
	0

	Other
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	TOTALS:
	1
	7
	23
	2
	9
	29
	196


Effective January 1, 2002, OSHA changed the record keeping guidelines. The municipality now counts the number of days lost from the day after the injury until the employee returns to work. Weekend, holidays, vacation days or other days scheduled off are included in the lost days count to a maximum of 180 days.

Appointments:

• Statutory Boards and Commissions

    Executive Appointments made by Town Council President

    Legislative or Fiscal Body Appointments made by Town Council

The Town Council President announced his previously made Executive Appointment to the Plan Commission: Mr. J. Dallas Taylor of Highland. The Town Council President. The appointment is to a vacancy that ensued from the resignation of Frank Postulka.
Unfinished Business and General Orders:

1.   
Introduced Appropriation Enactment No. 2006-14: An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Services and Works Board Department of the Corporation General Fund.  If approved, it restores $40,000 to the Streetlights account, that was previously transferred to cover the cost of a Lawsuit settlement, Peter Hojnicki et alia v. Town of Highland. Introduced and filed by Councilor Herak at the meeting of March 27, 2006. There was no further action.

Councilor Herak moved the passage and adoption of Enactment No. 2006-14. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The enactment was adopted.

Town of Highland

Appropriation Enactment

Enactment No. 2006-14
An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the Annual Budget for the Services and works board department of the Corporation general Fund, pursuant to i.c. 6-1.1-18, i.c. 36-5-3-5, et seq.
Whereas, Following a public hearing advertised pursuant to I.C. 5-3-1, it has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget for the Services and Works Board Department of the Corporation General Fund;

Whereas, It has been determined that such additional appropriations as may be approved by this enactment, will not increase the levy set under I.C. 6-1.1-17, all pursuant to I.C. 36-5-3-5;

Now, Therefore Be it Enacted by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana,as follows:


Section 1.
That for the expenses of said municipality, the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated and ordered set apart out of the funds herein named and for the purposes herein specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

Corporation General Fund

Services and Works Department

Acct. No. 3XX.XX  Street lighting:



$  40,000.00








Total  Series:
$  40,000.00






Total for Fund:
$  40,000.00


Section 2. 
That the Clerk-Treasurer is hereby authorized and instructed to inform the Indiana Department of Local Government Finance of this action and that these moneys be made available for expenditure subject to an order of the Commissioner, pursuant to IC 6-1.1-18.


Section 3.
That in satisfaction and for the purposes of the provisions set out in I.C. 36-5-2-9.6, I.C. 36-5-3-5, I.C. 36-5-4-2, this enactment shall be deemed properly filed and introduced before the Town Council at a regular or special meeting, properly called and convened pursuant to I.C. 5-1.5-14 et seq.

Introduced and filed on the 27th day of March 2006.  Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction was not considered pursuant to I.C. 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 10th Day of April 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 4 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:
Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

2.
Introduced Ordinance No. 1310: An Ordinance to Amend Section 70.40 of the Highland Municipal Code Relative to Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Providing for the Enforcement Thereof, Repealing All Ordinances in Conflict Therewith, and Declaring and Emergency. If adopted, Accident Reports Fees will be increased from $6 to $10. Introduced and filed by Councilor Zemen at the meeting of March 27, 2006. There was no further action.


Councilor Zemen moved the passage and adoption of Ordinance No. 1310. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Ordinance was adopted.

ORDINANCE No. 1310

of the 

TOWN of HIGHLAND, INDIANA

An Ordinance to Amend Section 70.40 of the Highland Municipal Code Relative to Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Providing for the Enforcement Thereof, Repealing All Ordinances in Conflict Therewith, and Declaring and Emergency
Whereas, The Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners has conducted a study and investigation as to the amendments to Chapter 11 of the Highland Municipal Code within the Town of Highland;

Whereas, I.C. 9-29-11 et sequitur authorizes the Town of Highland, through its Town Council as the legislative body to adopt local regulations regarding fees for accident reports; and

Whereas, It would be and is in the best interest of the Town of Highland to amend the following sections of the Highland Municipal Code;

Now, Therefore, Be it hereby ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, as follows:


Section 1. 
That Section §70.40 “Fee for Accident Reports” of the Highland Municipal Code be repealed and deleted in its entirety and it be amended by replacing the deleted provisions to include the following, section, to be numbered §70.40, which new section shall read as follows:


§ 70.40
Fees for Accident Reports

(a)
Whenever the Metropolitan Police Department furnishes to any person, by means of a any device which produces or generates duplicates of such records, a copy of the investigator’s report of an accident to any person who has sustained any loss or damage by reason of the injury or death of any person or damage to the property caused resulting from the operation, maintenance or use of any vehicle upon any public street or highway of this Town or State, the Town through its Metropolitan Police Department shall be entitled to charge a service fee hereby fixed in the amount of ten dollars ($10.00) for each report.


(b)
Such fees shall be deposited with the Office of the Clerk-Treasurer to be credited to the Law Enforcement Education, Training and Supply Fund established by IC 5-2-8-2.


Section 2. 
All provisions of ordinances in conflict with the provisions hereof are hereby repealed.


Section 3. 
Whereas an emergency exists, this Ordinance shall become, be and remain in full force and effect from and after the date of its adoption, passage and publication in the manner prescribed by law.

Introduced and Filed on the 27th day of March 2006. Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction was not considered pursuant to IC 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 10th Day of April 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 4 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)
3.
Introduced Ordinance No. 1312: An Ordinance to Again modify the Benefits and PERSONNEL PROGRAM of the Municipality, by Authorizing a Wellness Screening Program and Offering an Incentive of Paid Time off for Participants, pursuant to IC 36-1-3 and other relevant Statutes. No cost of benefit estimate offered. Introduced and filed by Councilor Dernulc at the meeting of March 27, 2006. There was no further action.


Councilor Dernulc moved the passage and adoption of Ordinance No. 1312. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Ordinance was adopted.

ORDINANCE No. 1312

of  the

TOWN of HIGHLAND, INDIANA

An Ordinance to Again modify the Benefits and PERSONNEL PROGRAM of the Municipality, by Authorizing a Wellness Screening Program and Offering an Incentive of Paid Time off for Participants, Pursuant to IC 36-1-3 and other relevant Statutes.
Whereas, The Town Council is the fiscal and legislative body of the Town of Highland;

Whereas, IC 36-1-3-2 confers upon all local units the powers that they need for the effective operation of government as to local affairs;

Whereas, IC 36-1-3-6 (b)(1) prescribes that any such exercise of power shall be authorized through enactment of an ordinance passed by the legislative body; and

Whereas, IC 36-1-4, sections 14 and 15 provide in pertinent parts for the establishment of a system of employment for any class of employee and for fixing the level of compensation of its officers and employees; and

Whereas, A local unit public employer may provide programs of group health insurance to public safety and non public safety workers, all pursuant to IC 5-10-8-2.2(d) and IC 5-10-8-2.6(b); and

Whereas, IC 5-10 in several pertinent chapters further authorizes Indiana political subdivisions to participate in and provide for certain compensation plans, and benefits for its public workforce and officers, some of which have been duly adopted and established by ordinance of the Town; and

Whereas, IC 36-5, Chapters 3 and 4 provide additional authority and guidelines for fixing the level of compensation of officers and employees in towns; and

Whereas, The Town Council has established a program for compensation, benefits and personnel management for its public workforce, consistent with Indiana Statutes, through the passage and adoption of Ordinance No. 1053; and

Whereas, The Town Council has determined that an added compensation day, a paid day off, as a worker incentive participate in a special workforce wellness screening, which will aid in the eventual development of a work force wellness program to be complementary to the established program for compensation, benefits and personnel management for its public workforce, consistent with Indiana Statutes, would be of benefit to support and carryout the public purposes of the municipality; and

Whereas, The Town Council now desires to authorize and act consistent with the purposes set forth in this preamble;

Now, Therefore, Be it hereby ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, as follows:
Section 1. 
That all full-time employees of the municipality, who are hired on or before 1 April 2006, who participate in the voluntary work force wellness screening, to be provided by the Hammond Clinic, LLC, as authorized in a service agreement passed and adopted by CDR 2006-16 , will be granted One (1) additional Wellness Screening Incentive Personal Day, which may be used as any other Personal Day, as described in the Compensation and Benefits Ordinance, as amended from time to time subject to the following:

(a) The Wellness Screening Incentive Personal Day must be used before December 31, 2006;

(b)  If unused by that date, it will lapse without recourse;


Section 2.

Spouses of a full-time worker may also participate in the voluntary work force wellness screening to be provided by the Hammond Clinic, LLC, as authorized in a service agreement passed and adopted by CDR 2006-16.


Section 3.

That pursuant to Section 5.1 of Ordinance 991, the Town Council hereby determines that costs associated with the wellness screening services and personal wellness profiles provided by the Hammond Clinic, LLC, as authorized in a service agreement passed and adopted by CDR 2006-16, on March 27, 2006 for full-time municipal workers and their spouses who participate, are an additional benefit for which the Health Insurance Fund was established and the expenses associated with these costs may be paid from the Health Insurance Fund.

Section 4.

That the clerk-treasurer as municipal fiscal officer shall have the authority to establish accounts and to perform such other tasks as are consistent to carry out the purposes of this ordinance.

Section 5. 
That this ordinance shall become effective and shall remain in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage and adoption;

Introduced and Filed on the 27th day of March 27, 2006. Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction was not considered pursuant to IC 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 10th  Day of April  2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 4 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

4.  
Introduced Ordinance No. 1313: An Ordinance to Authorize a One-Time Bonus for Forty-two Active Roster Paid on Call Fire Fighters, Pursuant to IC 36-1-3, IC 36-1-4 and other relevant Statutes. The cost of this bonus is $962. This comes from a request from Councilor Helmer to grant these bonuses. Sources were diverted from unexpended, waived council compensation, and diverted as $8,592 to the Gazebo project, $1,000 to Highway of Flags Fund, and $962 to the Fire Department. Introduced and filed by Councilor Dernulc at the meeting of March 27, 2006. There was no further action.


Councilor Dernulc moved the passage and adoption of Ordinance No. 1313. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance was adopted.

ORDINANCE No. 1313

of  the

TOWN of HIGHLAND, INDIANA

An Ordinance to Authorize a One-Time Bonus for Forty-two Active Roster Paid on Call Fire Fighters, Pursuant to IC 36-1-3, IC 36-1-4 and other relevant Statutes.
Whereas, The Town Council is the fiscal and legislative body of the Town of Highland;

Whereas, IC 36-1-3-2 confers upon all local units the powers that they need for the effective operation of government as to local affairs;

Whereas, IC 36-1-3-6 (b)(1) prescribes that any such exercise of power shall be authorized through enactment of an ordinance passed by the legislative body; and

Whereas, IC 36-1-4, sections 14 and 15 provide in pertinent parts for the establishment of a system of employment for any class of employee and for fixing the level of compensation of its officers and employees; and

Whereas, IC 36-5-3-2 (b), further provides that the legislative body shall provide reasonable compensation for other town officers and employees; and

Whereas, The Town Council has determined that a special one-time bonus paid to forty-two active paid on demand firefighters, would be of benefit to support and carryout the public purposes of the municipality; and

Whereas, The Town Council now desires to authorize and act consistent with the purposes set forth in this preamble;

Now, Therefore, Be it hereby ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, as follows:
Section 1. 
That the forty-two active, paid on demand firefighters of the Highland Fire Department, be paid a one-time bonus in the amount of twenty-one dollars and twenty-eight cents ($21.28) each:

Section 2.

That the clerk-treasurer as municipal fiscal officer shall have the authority to establish accounts and to perform such other tasks as are consistent to carry out the purposes of this ordinance.

Section 3. 
That this ordinance shall become effective and shall remain in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage and adoption;

Introduced and Filed on the 27th day of March 27, 2006. Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction was not considered pursuant to IC 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 10th Day of April 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 4 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

5.   Proposed Ordinance No. 1316.1298-C: An Ordinance to Amend the Wage and Salary Ordinance for FY 2006, to include the salary of the Town Manager. Councilor Dernulc introduced and filed Ordinance No. 1316.1298-C. There was no further action.

6.    Instruction and Authorization for the Proper Officer to advertise for a Public Hearing on Proposed Additional Appropriations in Excess of the Budget for FY 2006 in the Redevelopment General Fund in the amount of $7,000 to support expenses supported from a donation targeted to the Best House of the Block Program.


Councilor Zemen moved to authorized the proper offer to advertise for a Public Hearing on proposed additional appropriations. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The hearing was authorized.

7.
Resolution No. 2006-21: A Resolution Renewing Participation in the Urban County Community Development Block Grant Program for the three year period beginning Federal FY 2007 through and Including Federal FY 2009.


Councilor Herak moved the passage and adoption of Resolution No. 2006-21. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Resolution was adopted.

Town of Highland

Town  Council  Resolution No. 2006-21

A Resolution Authorizing the Town of Highland, Indiana to Enter into an Agreement with the County of Lake, Indiana in Undertaking Community Development Activities
Whereas, The Town of Highland, Indiana is interested in a program of Community Development; and

Whereas,  It is necessary for the Town of Highland, to obtain funds to achieve such goals and objectives as provided by the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 as amended; and

Whereas, Said Act encourages municipalities to enter into Cooperation Agreements with the County regarding  said  Act; and

Whereas, The County of Lake has expressed its desire to qualify as an Urban County under the provisions of the aforesaid Act;

Now, Therefore It is Hereby Resolved by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, County of Lake , Indiana  as  follows:

Section 1. 
That the cooperation agreement for the purpose of undertaking essential community development activities as a participating unit of general local government for a term of three (3) years covering the Federal fiscal years 2007, 2008 and 2009, by and between the County of Lake State of Indiana through its Board of Commissioners and the Town of Highland, by its Town Council is hereby approved in each and every respect;


Section 2. 
That the President of the Town Council is hereby authorized and directed to evidence this approval by entering into the agreement with the County of Lake, State of Indiana, for the purpose of undertaking essential community development activities as a participating unit of general local government, a copy of which Agreement is attached hereto, incorporated herein by reference and identified as “Exhibit A”.

Passed and Duly Adopted by the Town Council, Lake County, Indiana this 10th day of April 2006.  Having been approved by a vote of 4 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)

Attest:

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

8.
Resolution No. 2006-22: A Resolution Declaring an exigent situation where the authorized force strength of the police department needs to be temporarily increased over the fixed force strength of forty-two (42) officers to protect the safety and welfare of the police department and public at large.

Councilor Dernulc moved the passage and adoption of Resolution No. 2006-22. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Resolution was adopted.

Town of Highland
RESOLUTION No.  2006-22

A Resolution Declaring an exigent situation where the authorized force strength of the police department needs to be temporarily increased over the fixed force strength of forty-two (42) officers to protect the safety and welfare of the police department and public at large.


WHEREAS, 
Section § 51.01(D) of the Highland Municipal Code provides for a temporary increase in the authorized force strength in the Highland Police Department provided that the such a temporary increase is authorized by proper action of the Town Council;


WHEREAS, 
The Town Council has been advised by the Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners through its Police Chief that such a temporary increase is necessary;


WHEREAS, 
The Town Council, pursuant to Ordinance No. 1105, codified as Highland Municipal Code § 51.01(D), is authorized and empowered to act upon said recommendations;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. 
That the Town Council finds that an exigent situation has arisen where the authorized force strength of the police department needs to be temporarily increased over the authorized, fixed force strength of  forty-two (42) officers to protect the safety and welfare of the police department and public at large;

Section 2. 
That the Town Council now declares such an exigent situation and hereby authorizes a temporary increase to the authorized force strength of the metropolitan police department to a level not to exceed forty - four (44) police officers, with such authorization  to be in effect from the passage and adoption of this resolution, through and until the date of December 31, 2006, at which times the authorization expires;

Section 3.

That such authorization may be renewable upon proper  resolution of the Town Council;

Section 4. 
That this resolution shall not affect the properly budgeted and approved annual authorized force strength of  forty-two (42) police officers.

Duly Resolved and Adopted this 10th Day of April 2006, by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 4  in favor and  0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:
Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

8. Resolution No. 2006-23: An Exigent Resolution Providing for the Transfer of Appropriation Balances from and among Major Budget Classifications in the Motor Vehicle Highway (MVH) Fund as Requested by the Department Head (s) or Proper Officer (s) and Forwarded to the Town Council for its action pursuant to IC 6-1.1-18-6.

Councilor Herak moved the passage and adoption of Resolution No. 2006-23. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Resolution was adopted.

Town of Highland

Appropriation  Transfer Resolution

Resolution No. 2006-23
An Exigent Resolution Providing for the Transfer of Appropriation Balances from and among Major Budget Classifications in the Motor Vehicle Highway (MVH) Fund as Requested by the Department Head (s) or Proper Officer (s) and Forwarded to the Town Council for its action pursuant to IC 6-1.1-18-6.
Whereas, It has been determined that certain exigent conditions have developed since adoption of the annual budget and it is now necessary to transfer certain appropriations into different categories than were appropriated in the annual budget for the various functions of the Motor Vehicle Highway (MVH) Fund;

Whereas, The Town Council has been advised that the transfer would involve creation and authorization of a major expense category, for which no appropriations were approved in the current budget;

Now, Therefore be it resolved by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana as follows:

Section 1. 
That for the expenses of said municipality, the following appropriations are hereby transferred and set apart out of the funds hereinafter named for the purposes herein specified, subject to the laws governing the same, such sums herein transferred unless otherwise stipulated by law;


Section 2.  
That it has been shown that certain existing appropriations in the Motor Vehicle Highway (MVH) Fund have unobligated balances which will not be needed at this time for the purposes for which appropriated, so it will not be necessary to increase the 2006 budget, and may be transferred as follows:

Motor Vehicle Highway (MVH) Fund

Decrease:
Acct. 370.01
Equipment/Lease Rental

$ 10,000.00


300 Series Reductions



$ 10,000.00
Increase:
Acct. 430.05 Equipment



$ 10,000.00


Total 400 Series Increases


$ 10,000.00

Total of All Fund Decreases:


$ 10,000.00




Total of All Fund Increases:


$ 10,000.00
Duly Resolved and Adopted this 10th Day of April 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 4 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:
Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)
10. 
CDR 2006-24: Instructing the Clerk-Treasurer to advertise for an additional appropriation in the amount of $21,800 in the Motor Vehicle Highway (MVH) Fund, MVH 430.05 to support the Public Works Department Street Division Share of the purchase of one 4-Wheel Drive front-end loader. 


Councilor Zemen moved to instruct the Clerk Treasurer to advertise for an additional appropriation in the amount of $21,800 in the Motor Vehicle Highway fund, MVH 430.05, to support the Street Department (share) of the purchase of one 4-wheel drive front-end loader. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The hearing was authorized.

11. 
CDR 2006-25: To authorize giving notice of intent to award a $155,905.25 contract for the Condit Street Reconstruction Project to Walsh & Kelly, Inc. and to authorize the Council President to sign the contract.


Bids for this project were opened March 28, 2006. 

Two bids were received as summarized below:

	Contractor
	Walsh & Kelly
	Rieth-Riley Const.

	Base Bid
	$ 118,855.25
	$ 133,944.50

	Additive Alternate Bid

  For Water Main Work
	37,050.00
	33,990.00

	Grand Total
	$ 155,905.25
	$ 167,934.50



Councilor Zemen moved to give notice of intent to award a $155,905.25 contract for the Condit Street Reconstruction Project to Walsh & Kelly, Inc. and to authorize the Council President to sign the contract. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The notice of intent to award was authorized.

12.
CDR 2006-26: To authorize the Police Chief to approve pending applications for liquor use at special events in advance of Council approval of a resolution adopting standard operating policies, rules and regulations for Special Events

Councilor Herak moved to authorize the Police Chief to approve pending applications for liquor use at special events in advance of Council approval of a resolution adopting standard operating policies, rules and regulations for Special Events. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Metropolitan Police Chief was authorized to move forward.

13.  CDR 2006-27: Dealing with the acquisition of the Spillman Law Enforcement Software Application for the Metropolitan Police Department.


Councilor Dernulc moved to defer consideration of CDR 2006-27 until the meeting of 24 April 2006. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The matter would be moved to the meeting of 24 April 2006.

Committee Reports

• 
Councilor Zemen reported from the Metropolitan Police Department that interviews under emergency hiring were being conducted; Traffic Safety Committee was reviewing a pre-petition request regarding the possible vacation of Kennilworth Avenue.


Councilor Zemen reported from the Parks and Recreation Department that the Park and Recreation Board would be holding a special meeting at Wednesday, April 12, 2006 at 1:30 p.m. to review artists’ renderings of the proposed Gazebo reconstruction. It was noted that Park Pride Day was slated for 22 April 2006.

•
Councilor Herak reported that the Board of Sanitary Commissioners were considering ways and means to deal with sudden basement flooding in along Duluth Street.

•
Councilor Dernulc reported that the Fire Department participated with the Indiana Department of Natural Resources on its periodic controlled brush burn at the Hoosier Prairie, located in Highland and Schererville on the northeast and south east section of Kennedy Avenue and Main Street.

• 
Council President Wszolek reported that BZA would meet on the Wednesday of the month.

The Council President reported that the Redevelopment Commission would be meeting on April 17, 2006 to consider the Bond Resolution and the its additional appropriation. He noted that Keith Speaks was present from Neighborhoods, Inc.



The Council President reported that the Joint Board of Delegates of the Interlocal Ethics Entity along with the Shared Ethics Advisory Committee (SEAC) would be holding their first meetings on April 20, 2006 at 8:00 a.m. at the Munster Town Hall.

Comments from the Public for Matters not on the Agenda

1.
Jim Milligan, 3148 Eder Street, Highland, inquired again about the Hydrant Maintenance Fee now included on the Utility Bill.

2.
Joe Bartok, 9324 Spring Creek Drive, Highland, inquired about the possibility of an ACE Hardware locating in Highland.


Mr. Bartok further inquired about the status of the Redevelopment cooperative project with the City of Hammond related to the River Park Apartments Site.

3.
Jim Milligan, 3148 Eder Street, Highland, reported on some flooding or excessive pooling of water  along Parish Avenue and Grand Boulevard.


Mr. Milligan further inquired whether or not the Town actually needed the Front End Loader it took steps to purchase along with the Waterworks and Public Sanitation (Sanitary District)  Departments.

Payment of Accounts Payable Vouchers. There being no further business from the floor, Councilor Dernulc moved to allow the accounts payable vouchers as filed on the pending pay docket, covering the period March 28, 2006 through to April 10, 2005.  Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The accounts payable vouchers were allowed and the clerk-treasurer was authorized to make payment.

General Fund, $234,199.29; Motor Vehicle Highway and Street (MVH) Fund, $17,767.55; Local Road and Street Fund, $ 1,600.00; Forfeit and Seized Asset Fund, $115.00; Law Enforcement Cont. Education and Supply Fund, $991.41; Innkeepers’ Tax Fund, $10,700; FSA Agency Fund, $600.48; Insurance Premium Fund, $86,590.73; Telephone Fund, $3,701.24; Solid Waste District Grant Fund, $1,888.33; Municipal Cumulative Capital Development Fund, $1,253.00; General Improvement Fund, $12.00; Traffic Violations Agency Fund, $6,870.00; Safe Neighborhood Grant Fund, $19.20; Payroll Fund, $58.07; Total: $ 366,366.30.
Adjournment of Regular Session. Councilor Dernulc moved that the meeting be adjourned. Councilor Herak seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The regular session of the Town Council meeting of Monday, April 10, 2005 was adjourned at 8:24 O’clock p.m.

Study Session. The standing study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland, convened in the usual place, the upper study chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, immediately following the regular meeting on Monday, April 10, 2006 at 8:35 O’clock p.m.

Silent Roll Call. Councilors Zemen, Herak, Wszolek and Dernulc were present. Councilor Helmer was absent.  Michael W. Griffin, the Town Clerk-Treasurer was present to record the proceedings.

Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; and Cecile Petro, Redevelopment Director were present.

Vince Galbiatti, President and CEO of the Northwest Indiana Forum, was also present.

General Substance of Matters Discussed.

 1.
The Town Council and the Redevelopment Director discussed with Mr. Galbiatti, an initiative of the Northwest Indiana Forum to offer marketing the northwest Indiana in support of improved investment and economic development. The proposal included a fee for participating municipalities of $2,500.


Mr. Galbiatti also offered a brief survey of the NWI Forum and its composition. He noted that it was an association of Commerce and Industry, from Lake, Porter, and LaPorte Counties, possessing 120 members representing in its membership approximately 40 billion dollars of commerce.


Mr. Underkofler departed at this time.

2.
The Town Council and the Redevelopment Director discussed with Mr. Galbiatti development prospects for the Chicago-Gary Regional Airport.

Councilor Herak departed at this time.

Adjournment: There being no further matters to discuss, the Town Council study meeting of Monday, April 10, 2006 meeting stood adjourned at 9:45 o’clock p.m. 

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA


Clerk-Treasurer

