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Enrolled Minutes of the Sixty-Fourth Regular Meeting 

For the Twenty-Fifth Highland Town Council

Monday, March 27, 2006

Study Session. 
The Twenty Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in a study session preceding the regular meeting on Monday, March 27, 2006 at 6:30 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana.

Silent Roll Call: Councilors Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Robert Helmer, Joseph Wszolek and Dan Dernulc were present. The Clerk-Treasurer, Michael W. Griffin was present to record the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

General Substance of Matters Discussed.

1. The Town Council discussed the imminent agenda.

2.
The Town Council discussed the rates set forth in the Solid Waste Management Fees Ordinance and whether or not to modify the fees from those in the draft (higher) than those that were recommended by the staff (lower).

3.
The Town Council discussed the $9,000 contribution to the Quad Town Safety Village Foundation. 

The study session ended at 7:01 O’clock p.m.

Regular Meeting.  The Twenty Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in its regular session on Monday, March 27, 2005 at 7:04 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana. 

The Town Council President Joseph A. Wszolek presided and the Town Clerk-Treasurer Michael W. Griffin was present to record the proceedings.

The session was opened with Councilor Bernie Zemen leading the pledge of allegiance to the United States Flag and offering a prayer.

Roll Call: Present on roll call were Council Members Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Robert Helmer, Joseph Wszolek, and Daniel Dernulc. The Town Clerk-Treasurer Michael Griffin was present to memorialize the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

Additional Officials Present: Rhett L. Tauber, Town Council Attorney; Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; John Bach, Public Works Director; Peter T. Hojnicki, Metropolitan Police Chief; Cecile Petro, Redevelopment Director; Kenneth J. Mika, Building Commissioner; Alex M. Brown, CPRP, Parks and Recreation Superintendent and William Timmer, CFOD, Fire Chief.

Dominic Noce, former Town Councilor and Redevelopment Director was also present.

Dan Stombaugh and Jim DeGraaf of the Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners; and Rev. Dr. Leroy Fassett, SEAC Member were also present.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the regular meeting of 13 March 2006 were approved under general consent.

Presentation. With leave from the Town Council, the Council President presented an appreciation plaque to Councilor Mark Herak for his service as the 53rd Town Council President, serving from 2001 through 2005.

Special Orders:

1. 
Public Hearing: Proposed Additional Appropriations in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Services and Works Board Department of the Corporation General Fund.


(a) Attorney verification of Proofs of Publication: The TIMES 17 March 2006.  It was noted that the proofs were yet available. All actions would be subject to review of the proofs.

(b) Public Hearing. The Town Council President called the hearing to order.

1. 
James Diehl, _______, Highland, inquired about the lawsuit settlement that this additional appropriation was intended to support. A colloquy ensued between Mr. Diehl and the Town Council President regarding the settlement.

There were no further comments written or spoken. The hearing was closed.

 (c) 
Action on Appropriation Enactment No. 2006-14: An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Services and Works Board Department of the Corporation General Fund.  If approved, it restores $40,000 to the Streetlights account, that was previously transferred to cover the cost of a Lawsuit settlement, Peter Hojnicki et alia v. Town of Highland. Councilor Herak introduced and filed Enactment No. 2006-14. There was no further action.

2. 
Public Hearing: Proposed Additional Appropriations in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Innkeeper Tax Fund.

(a) 
Attorney verification of Proofs of Publication: The TIMES 17 March 2006.  It was noted that the proofs were yet available. All actions would be subject to review of the proofs.

(b) 
Public Hearing. The Town Council President called the meeting to order. 

1. Jim Milligan, 3143 Eder Street, Highland, inquired whether the proposed additional appropriation supported a “need” or a “want.”

2. Allen Pederson, __________, Highland, inquired about the status of the Quad Town Safety Village and whether or not further support was prudent. Mr. Pederson indicated that he favored the program but was concerned about the length of time it seems to be taking for the program to be operational.

3.
Jim Diehl, 10104 Kennedy Avenue, Highland, inquired about the location of the Quad Town Safety Village and if the $9,000 was to be an annual cost.

4.
Joe Bartok, 9324 Spring creek Drive, Highland inquired whether or not the School Town and the Park and Recreation Department were participating.

There were no further comments written or spoken. The hearing was closed.

(c) 
Action on Appropriation Enactment No. 2006-15: An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Innkeeper Tax Fund. If approved, provides $9,000 as a contribution to Quad-Town Safety Village and $2,300 to sponsor a piece in the County Seats Econ Dev Public Art Initiative.


Councilor Zemen introduced Enactment No. 2006-15 and moved for its consideration at the same meeting of introduction. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a unanimous vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Enactment could be considered in the same evening of introduction.


Councilor Zemen moved for passage and adoption of Enactment No. 2006-15 at the same meeting of introduction. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a two-thirds vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Enactment was adopted.

Town of Highland

Appropriation Enactment

Enactment No. 2006-15
An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the Annual Budget for the Innkeeper Tax Fund, pursuant to i.c. 6-1.1-18, i.c. 36-5-3-5, et seq.
Whereas, Following a public hearing advertised pursuant to I.C. 5-3-1, it has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget for the Innkeeper Tax Fund;

Whereas, It has been determined that such additional appropriations as may be approved by this enactment, will not increase the levies set under I.C. 6-1.1-17, all pursuant to I.C. 36-5-3-5;

Now, Therefore Be it Enacted by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana,as follows:


Section 1.
That for the expenses of said municipality, the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated and ordered set apart out of the funds herein named and for the purposes herein specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

Innkeeper Tax Fund:
3XX.XX Quad Town Development



$   9,000.00





Total  Series:

$   9,000.00

4XX.XX County Seat Acquisition & Design


$   2,300.00





Total  Series:

$   2,300.00





Total for Fund:


$  11,300.00

Section 2.
That the Clerk-Treasurer is hereby authorized and instructed to inform the Department of Local Government Finance of this action and that these monies be made available for expenditure pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-18.


Section 3.
That in satisfaction and for the purposes of the provisions set out in I.C. 36-5-2-9.6, I.C. 36-5-3-5, I.C. 36-5-4-2, this enactment shall be deemed properly filed and introduced before the Town Council at a regular or special meeting,  properly called and convened pursuant to I.C. 5-1.5-14 et seq.

Introduced and filed on the 27th  day of March 2006.  Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction sustained a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed, pursuant to I.C. 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 27th Day of March  2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:
Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

3. 
Proclamation of the Municipal Executive: A Proclamation Setting April 2006 as Parliamentary Law Month in the Town of Highland. The Clerk-Treasurer read aloud the proclamation. The Town Council President executed the proclamation with his signature.
Town of Highland

Proclamation of the Town Executive

A Proclamation in Recognition of April as Parliamentary Law Month

WHEREAS, Effective Democracy requires assemblies of the citizens of the community to decide the actions of the community; and

WHEREAS, During these assemblies it is necessary to permit the citizens of the community to express their thoughts concerning actions to be taken by the community; and

WHEREAS, After the citizens have expressed their thoughts it is necessary to have a method of determining the will of the community on what actions to take; and

 WHEREAS, It is necessary to have rules to govern the discussion and decisions of these assemblies; and,

WHEREAS, Parliamentary procedure has developed an effective set of rules to permit orderly discussion in assemblies of a large number of citizens and to permit an orderly determination of the will of the assembly; and                                                   

WHEREAS, The Calumet Parliamentary Unit is a division of the National Association of Parliamentarians affiliated with the Indiana State Association of Parliamentarians; and

WHEREAS, The Calumet Parliamentary Unit meets regularly to study Parliamentary procedure and to promote the educational programs of the National Association of Parliamentarians and the Indiana Association of Parliamentarians on a local level:

NOW THEREFORE, I, Joseph A. Wszolek, President of the Highland Town Council, declare April One through April Thirty as Parliamentary Law Month and call on all residents of the Town to join me in honoring the study of Parliamentary Law and to salute those in our midst who assist us in studying and practicing effective parliamentary procedure.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Corporate Seal to be affixed at the Highland Municipal Building this 27th day of March in the year 2006. 

Town of Highland, Indiana

By its Town Council President

Joseph A. Wszolek


  Attest:


Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer
Comments from the Public for Matters not on the Agenda:

1.
Jim Milligan, 3143 Eder Street, Highland, inquired about the rationale for hiring an IT Director. He further inquired about who was performing the work now. He also inquired about the rate of pay.


Mr. Milligan was told that the pay range was $37,000 to $55,000. There was a colloquy between Mr. Milligan and the Town Manager regarding this matter.

There were no further comments from the public.

Communications: 

1.  
Letter from the Redeemer Lutheran Church requesting permission to display temporary event banners for the Easter Sunrise Service Event on April 16. The Church makes this request, pursuant to §214.254 of the Municipal Code.  Councilor Herak moved to approve the request. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The request was granted.

Appointments

1. 
Executive Appointment to the Board of Waterworks Directors. Council President Wszolek announced his appointment of Phil Pena (D) to the Board of Water works Directors.

2.
Appointment to the Regional Bus Authority. It was noted that Cordell Surrett, a shared appointee with the Towns of Griffith and Munster
was currently serving the unexpired term of Paul Doherty who resigned in September 2005. The new term is set commence at the start of this year.


Councilor Dernulc moved to nominate Cordell Surrett to the Regional Bus Authority.


Under general consent, the Town Council appointed Cordell Surrett to the Regional Bus Authority.

Unfinished Business and General Orders:

1.  Introduced Ordinance No. 1308: An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 171 of the Highland Municipal Code Regarding Tapping and other Non-Recurrent Fees and Charges of the Highland Sanitary District, as recommended and adopted by its Board of Sanitary Commissioners. Introduced and filed by Councilor Herak at the Town Council Meeting of 27 February 2006. There was no further action. Councilor Herak moved the passage and adoption of Ordinance No. 1308. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Ordinance was adopted.

ORDINANCE No. 1308

of the

TOWN of HIGHLAND, INDIANA
An Ordinance to Amend the Section § 171.20 of the Highland Municipal Code, regarding  storm and waste water sewer tap fees, user rates and charges, all pursuant to  I.C. 36-1-4, IC 36-1-5 and IC 36-9-25 et sequitur.

Whereas, The Town of Highland, is a Municipal Government which may pass and codify ordinances for the operation of the government, all pursuant to IC 36-1-4 and IC 36-1-5;

Whereas, The Town of Highland, is a municipality located in Lake County which operates a Department of Public Sanitation, which has been continuously governed by the provisions of IC 36-9-25 et seq. at least since 1970; and,

Whereas, The Town of Highland Town Council is in receipt of a resolution passed and adopted by the Board of Sanitary Commissioners, which changes the  customer classes and the related fees for wastewater and storm water tapping; and,

Whereas, The Board of Sanitary Commissioners, has requested that the Town Council of the Town of Highland as the legislative body favor approve and adopt the change of the rates and charges pursuant to IC 36-9-25-11 and thereby put them into force and effect; and,

Whereas, The Town of Highland, through its Town Council now wishes to still further perfect its own organization as well as that of the Department of Public Sanitation and make certain amendments to the ordinance establishing and governing the rates and charges of the Sanitary District, pursuant to  IC 36-9-25-11;

Now, Therefore, Be it hereby ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, as follows:


Section 1. 
That Section 171.20 of the Highland Municipal Code be hereby repealed in its entirety and amended to add a section to be numbered Section § 171.20, which shall read as follows:

 § 171.20  CONNECTION PERMIT.             

(A)        No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any connections with or opening into, use, alter or disturb any public sewer or appurtenance thereof without first obtaining a written permit from the Superintendent.             

(B)        That there shall be the following classes of building sewer tap permits:                        

(1)
For single family or two family (duplex) residential service;

(2)
For multi-family residential having three or more units service;

(3) For commercial service or establishments;

(4)
For industrial waste producing establishments; and

(5)        For service in a duly designated economic development area.             

(C)        The owner or his/her agent shall make application on a special form provided by the sewage works.  The permit applications shall be supplemented by any plan, specifications or other information considered pertinent in the judgment of the Superintendent.            

 (D)        The following sanitary (wastewater) and storm water sewer permit and tap fees are hereby in effect:                         

(1) $300 per single-family residential unit or per unit of a two unit (duplex) residential building;                         

(2)  $500 per multiple family residential building having three or more units;

(3)
$500 per commercial tap to a sanitary sewer, in the case of a storm water, $500 per commercial building;

(4) 
$700 per industrial tap to a sanitary sewer, the case of a storm water, $700 per industrial building; and                        

(5)
$500 per quarter acre for users in a duly designated economic development area. The rate will be applied to the nearest quarter acre.


Section 2.
 Schedule of Rates and Charges Adopted. That by passage and adoption of this ordinance the rates and charges as adopted by the Board of Sanitary Commissioners in its Resolution No. 2006-01 are hereby approved and made effective as provided, all pursuant to IC 36-9-25-11(c);

Section 3.
 Schedule of Implementation. The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage and adoption upon its signature by the executive in the manner prescribed by IC 36-5-2-10(a) and its publication in the manner provided by IC 36-1-5 and IC 5-3-1.

Introduced and Filed on the 27th day of February 2006. Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction was not considered,  all pursuant to IC 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 27th  day of March 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)

Attest:

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

2.    Introduced Appropriation Enactment No. 2006-13: An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the 2006 Budget in the Gaming Revenue Sharing Fund. Councilor Dernulc introduced and filed Enactment No. 2006-13 at the Town Council meeting of 13 March 2006. There was no further action. If approved, will support the Cline Ave Improvement Project Preliminary Engineering, cost-shared with Town of Griffith. Amount: $135,000. Councilor Dernulc the passage and adoption of Enactment 2006-13. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Enactment was adopted.

Town of Highland

Appropriation Enactment

Enactment No. 2006-13
An Enactment Appropriating Additional Moneys in Excess of the Annual Budget for the Gaming Revenue Sharing Fund, pursuant to i.c. 6-1.1-18, i.c. 36-5-3-5, et seq.
Whereas, Following a public hearing advertised pursuant to I.C. 5-3-1, it has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget for the Gaming Revenue Sharing Fund;

Whereas, It has been determined that such additional appropriations as may be approved by this enactment, will not increase the levies set under I.C. 6-1.1-17, all pursuant to I.C. 36-5-3-5;

Now, Therefore Be it Enacted by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana,as follows:


Section 1.
That for the expenses of said municipality, the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated and ordered set apart out of the funds herein named and for the purposes herein specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

gaming Revenue Sharing Fund:
3XX.XX Cline Ave Preliminary Eng. 




$   135,000.00





Total  Series:


$   135,000.00





Total for Fund:


$  135,000.00
Section 2.
That the Clerk-Treasurer is hereby authorized and instructed to inform the Department of Local Government Finance of this action and that these monies be made available for expenditure pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-18.


Section 3.
That in satisfaction and for the purposes of the provisions set out in I.C. 36-5-2-9.6, I.C. 36-5-3-5, I.C. 36-5-4-2, this enactment shall be deemed properly filed and introduced before the Town Council at a regular or special meeting,  properly called and convened pursuant to I.C. 5-1.5-14 et seq.

Introduced and filed on the 13th  day of March 2006.  Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction was not considered pursuant to I.C. 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 27th  Day of March 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5  in favor and 0  opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:
Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

3.
Proposed Ordinance No. 1310: An Ordinance to Amend Section 70.40 of the Highland Municipal Code Relative to Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Providing for the Enforcement Thereof, Repealing All Ordinances in Conflict Therewith, and Declaring and Emergency. If adopted, Accident Reports Fees will be increased from $6 to $10. Councilor Zemen introduced and filed Ordinance No. 1310. There was no further action.

4.
Proposed Ordinance No. 1311: An Ordinance Establishing an Additional Deferred Compensation Plan (Section 457 Plan) for Municipal Employees as defined in IC 5-10-1.1-2. Councilor Dernulc introduced and moved the consideration at the same meeting of introduction of Ordinance No. 1311. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a unanimous vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The Ordinance could be considered.


Councilor Dernulc moved the passage and adoption at the same meeting of introduction of Ordinance No. 1311. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a two-thirds vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance was adopted.

Ordinance No. 1311

of the 

Town of Highland

An Ordinance Establishing an Additional Deferred Compensation Plan (Section 457 Plan) for Municipal Employees as defined in IC 5-10-1.1-2

Whereas, Indiana Code 5-10-1.1-7(a) provides that any political subdivision as defined by IC 36-1-2-13 may establish for its employees a deferred compensation plan with such plan to be selected by the governing body of the political subdivision, which in the case of a unit subject to IC 36-1-3 shall be done by ordinance;

Whereas, Indiana Code 5-10-1.1-7(a) further provides that the governing body of the political subdivision may designate one (1) of its agencies or departments to establish and administer such plans and choose such funding as deemed appropriate by the agency or department, which may include more than one (1) funding product;and

Whereas, Indiana Code 5-10-1.1-7 further provides that its provisions do not limit the power or authority of any political subdivision to establish and administer other plans deemed appropriate by the governing bodies of such subdivisions;and

Whereas, The Town of Highland is a political subdivision as defined in IC 36-1-2-13 and the Town Council is its governing body which may establish such deferred compensation plans under the terms of Section 457 of the Internal Revenue Code;

Whereas, The Town Council of Highland finds and determines that the action contemplated under this ordinance is an exercise of local authority consistent with the provisions of IC 36-1-3 et sequitur and necessary or desirable in the conduct of its affairs;

Now, Therefore be it Hereby Ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana:


Section 1. 
That Ordinance No. 1053, first passed and adopted December 30, 1996, known as the Compensation and Benefits Ordinance, commonly called the Employee Handbook, as amended, from time to time, be further amended by adding a new heading and associated provisions, which shall follow the provisions which are associated with the heading which reads Employer payment of Members’ Contributions for Public Employees’ Retirement Fund, which shall read as follows:
Deferred Compensation Plans (Section 457 Plans)

The Town of Highland as employer may from time to time establish or participate in deferred compensation plans (Section 457), all pursuant to IC 5-10-1.1 et seq. Employees of the Town of Highland, as defined in IC 5-10-1.1-2, may participate in the plans. The terms of the plans will be subject to law and as described in plan documents that are generated from time to time. The Office of the Town Clerk-Treasurer will serve as the responsible department for any deferred compensation plans selected by the Town Council, subject to any administrative or plan agreements approved in consequence of any selected plans.


Section 2. 
That the Town Council of the Town of Highland, as the governing body of the municipality, pursuant to its authority under IC 5-10-1.1-7 and IC 36-1-3 et seq., does hereby establish and adopt an additional deferred compensation plan, designating the Office of the Clerk-Treasurer as the responsible department for the plan, with the Clerk-Treasurer serving as coordinator, and with such plan to be administered and invested by ICMA Retirement Corporation Deferred Compensation Plan and Trust;


Section 3. 
That the Town Council of the Town of Highland, having been reliably advised that the Plan Administrator wishes to receive a specifically worded instrument or resolution of the governing body communicating its actions to enroll in the ICMA Retirement Corporation Deferred Compensation Plan and Trust, does now further adopt the following:


(a)
That the Town of Highland as employer adopts the ICMA Retirement Corporation Deferred Compensation Plan and Trust, referred to as Appendix A, which is on file with the proper records of the municipality;


(b)
That the Town of Highland as employer here by executes the Declaration of Trust of the Vantage Trust Company, referred to as Appendix B, which is on file with the proper records of the municipality; and,


(c)
That the plan will not permit loans and will not offer a so-called “Sidecar IRA Program;” and,


(d)
That the Town of Highland as employer will serve as trustee under the Plan. 


Section 4. 
That the Town Clerk-Treasurer is hereby authorized to execute any related documents to support and carry out the purposes of this ordinance.

Introduced and Filed on the 27th day of March 2006. Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction was sustained by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed, pursuant to IC 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 27th  Day of March 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

/s/Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:

/s/Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)
5.   Council Decision Request No. 2006-16: Authorization and Approval of Addendum to Wellness Screening/Preventative Health Services Agreement with Hammond Clinic, LLC and the Town of Highland. The addendum is estimated to cost $1,000.  Councilor Zemen moved to approve the “Addendum Agreement” between Hammond Clinic LLC, Preventative Health Services and the Town of Highland for the Personal Wellness Profile Program and to authorize the President of the Town Council to execute the agreement. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The addendum to the agreement was adopted.

6.  Proposed Ordinance No. 1312: An Ordinance to Again modify the Benefits and PERSONNEL PROGRAM of the Municipality, by Authorizing a Wellness Screening Program and Offering an Incentive of Paid Time off for Participants, pursuant to IC 36-1-3 and other relevant Statutes. No cost of benefit estimate offered. Councilor Dernulc introduced and filed the ordinance. There was no further action.

7.   Proposed Ordinance No. 1313: An Ordinance to Authorize a One-Time Bonus for Forty-two Active Roster Paid on Call Fire Fighters, Pursuant to IC 36-1-3, IC 36-1-4 and other relevant Statutes. The cost of this bonus is $962. This comes from a request from Councilor Helmer to grant these bonuses. Sources were diverted from unexpended, waived council compensation, and diverted as $8,592 to the Gazebo project, $1,000 to Highway of Flags Fund, and $962 to the Fire Department.  Councilor Dernulc introduced and filed the ordinance. There was no further action.

8.   Proposed Ordinance No. 1314: An Ordinance revising and Amending the Highland Municipal Code, CHAPTER 170, PARTICULARLY REGARDING THE FEES CHARGED FOR THE SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM of the Town, particularly, all pursuant to IC 36-1-5 and IC 36-9-30 et seq. Proposed increases each year for four years. If adopted, would increase monthly charge from $11.75 to $15.88 monthly. Must be set for a specific hearing. Councilor Herak introduced and filed the ordinance noting that he was introducing it with rates as originally proposed by the Public Works Director. There was no further action.

9. 
Council Decision Request No. 2006-17: Approval of the Job Description for the Position of IT Director and to authorize recruitment of candidate for position. Councilor Zemen moved to approve a job description for a new information technology position and to authorize recruitment for this position. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The motion was adopted. The description was adopted and recruiting authorized.

10. Council Decision Request No. 2006-18: Authorization for an Information Technology Services Agreement with Edward Dabrowski doing business as CBL, Consulting for the month of April and on a month to month basis until an IT Director is hired. If adopted, would pay CBL Consulting, $5,000 per month until IT Director is hired. Councilor Zemen moved to accept a proposal from CBL Consulting. Inc. for information technology services presently being provided by Edward Dabrowski for the month of April 2006 and a month-to-month extension of these services @ $5,000 per month until an employee is hired and assumes responsibility for the town’s information technology functions. Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The extension was adopted.

11. Resolution No. 2006-19: Authorization and Approval of Solid Waste Collection Services Agreement with Allied Waste Services and the Town of Highland. (Allied was approved as the lowest, responsive and responsible bidder for this service at the Town Council Meeting of 13 March 2006 (CDR No.  2006-12). Councilor Dernulc moved to adopt the resolution. Councilor Helmer seconded. 


Councilor Helmer moved to amend the motion to include an instruction that residents who still have yard waste tags be permitted to receive a one-time credit on trash charges in the amount of yard tags’ value, with the Clerk-Treasurer to be fully authorized and empowered to carryout this instruction. Councilor Herak seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. On the resolution with the added instruction, upon a roll call vote there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The resolution and the associated policy to allow yard waste tags to be credited toward trash fees were adopted.

Town of Highland

Town Council RESOLUTION 2006-19

A Resolution Accepting and Adopting a Service Agreement for the Collection and Disposal of Refuse and Recyclables BETWEEN THE Town of Highland and Allied Waste Services, all pursuant to IC 36-9-30 et seq.


WHEREAS, The Town of Highland had prepared specifications, pursuant to I.C. 36-9-30-5, for the purpose of contracting for services for the Collection and Disposal of Refuse and Recyclables; and


WHEREAS,
The Town of Highland through its Town Council has previously selected Allied Waste Systems, Incorporated as the lowest, responsible and responsive bidder; and


WHEREAS, The Town of Highland now needs to approve a service agreement in support of the bid award and to carry-out the solid waste services as set forth in the bid specifications.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council for the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana:


Section 1. 
That the agreement for solid waste collection services between Allied Waste Services and the Town of Highland is hereby approved in each and every respect;


Section 2. 
That the President of the Highland Town Council and Clerk-Treasurer are hereby authorized to execute the agreement and all documents necessary to implement the contract for services.

Duly Resolved and Adopted this 27th Day of March 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:
Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

12. 
Council Decision Request No. 2006-20: Authorization and Approval of Request by the Highland Chamber of Commerce requesting permission to display temporary event banners for the Breakfast with The Easter Bunny Event on April 8. The Chamber makes this request, pursuant to §214.254 of the Municipal Code. Councilor Zemen moved to grant the request from the Chamber of commerce for the usual fixed four locations for banner display. Councilor Dernulc seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The request was authorized.

13.  Works Board Order No. 2006-06: An Order Making a Finding and Authorizing a Contribution to Quad Town Safety Village. Councilor Dernulc moved the passage and adoption of the Works Board Order. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The works board order was adopted.

The Town  of Highland

Works Board Order  No. 2006-06

An Order  Authorizing and Approving a Contribution to the Quad Town Safety Village, Incorporated, a 501(c)(3) Corporation in support its construction work in progress, for improvements to the Safety Village Campus and physical plant.


Whereas, 
The Town Council for the Town of Highland is the Legislative and Fiscal Body of the Municipality as well as the works board pursuant to IC 36-1-2 et seq.,and


Whereas, 
IC 36-8-2-2 provides that a municipality may establish, maintain, and operate a public safety system to preserve public peace and order and may provide facilities and equipment for that system, necessarily implying the power to promote public safety through programs of instruction; and


Whereas, 
Under its authority of IC 36-1-3, The Town passed and adopted Section §33.03 of the Highland Municipal Code which provides in pertinent part that the Town Council is authorized to budget and appropriate funds from the general fund of the town to pay the expenses incurred in promoting the best interests of the town  and that  such expenses may include, but not necessarily be limited to those incurred in developing relations with other units of government or any other expenses of civic or governmental nature deemed by the Town Council to be in the interests of the Town; and


Whereas, 
Under the authority of IC 36-7-2, the Town Council may promote economic development and tourism; and


Whereas, 
IC 36-7-22-3, further defines what may constitute an economic development project; and


Whereas, 
The Town of Highland receives a share of the Lake County Innkeeper Tax, pursuant to IC 6-9-2, the proceeds of which may be used for economic development projects and tourism; and


Whereas, 
Representatives from the Board of Directors of the Safety Village Incorporated, requested that a contribution be made in support of the construction work in progress for improvements to the campus and physical plant of the Safety Village, located in the Town of Schererville; and


Whereas, 
The Town Council has reviewed the matter, and in the interest of goodwill and comity, now desires to make an elective contribution to Safety Village Incorporated;


Now Therefore Be it hereby Ordered  by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana; 


1. 
That the safety Village Incorporated, a non for profit entity supporting the development and eventual operation of a working small scale public safety town to promote child safety instruction, in the interest of goodwill and comity and in support of its construction work in progress, now be paid an elective and voluntary contribution in the amount of Nine Thousand Dollars ($9,000);


2. 
That the Town Council hereby finds and determines that such an expense promotes the laudable interests of the Town, supports more perfect relations with St. John, Schererville and Dyer as the other participating units of government in the quad town safety initiative and is a lawful expense supporting activities which are of a civic or governmental nature, even though conducted by a non-profit foundation;


3.
That the Town Council hereby further finds and determines that in addition to other qualities possessed by the Quad Town Safety Village, its operation and development involve the following activities which comprise economic development projects pursuant to IC 36-7-22-3:





(A) 
Planning or managing development or improvement activities.


(B) 
Designing, landscaping, beautifying, constructing, or maintaining public areas or public ways (including designing, constructing, or maintaining lighting for a public area or public way).


(C) 
Promoting commercial activity or public events.


(D) 
Providing security for public areas.


(E) 
Acquiring, constructing or maintaining parking facilities;


4.
That the Town Council still further finds and determines, that any additional, continuing and recurrent elective contributions would require another lawful instrument or enactment to perfect, and therefore, this contribution is singular and carried out by a non-recurrent instrument;


5.
That the Town Council still further finds that the activities supported by this contribution are such that this contribution may be made from the Innkeeper Tax Fund;
6.
The Clerk-Treasurer is hereby instructed to prepare a accounts payable voucher against the appropriate fund and account on behalf of the Quad Town Safety Village, Incorporated in the amount herein named.


Be it so Ordered.

Duly, Passed and ORDERED by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, acting as the Works Board, this 27th day of March 2006 having passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:
Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

14. Proposed Ordinance 1315: An Ordinance Authorizing a Contribution to Quad Town Safety Village and Designating it as a Payment authorized in Advance of Board Allowance pursuant to IC 36-5-4-12. Councilor Dernulc introduced and moved for consideration at the same meeting of introduction Ordinance 1315. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a unanimous vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no negatives.  The motion passed. The ordinance was able to be considered. Councilor Dernulc moved for the passage and adoption at the same meeting of introduction Ordinance 1315. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a two-thirds vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance was adopted.

ORDINANCE NO. 1315

OF THE

TOWN OF HIGHLAND, INDIANA
An Ordinance Authorizing and Approving a Contribution to the Quad Town Safety Village, Incorporated, a 501(c)(3) Corporation in support its construction work in progress, for improvements to the Safety Village Campus and physical plant as a payment that may be made in advance of allowance by the Town Council, pursuant to I.C. 5-11-10-1.6, IC 36-5-4-12 and other relevant Statutes, repealing all prior Ordinances in Conflict.

Whereas, IC 36-1-3-2 and IC 36-1-3-6(b)(1) confer upon all local units the powers that they need for the effective operation of government as to local affairs and prescribe the manner and form of enactment for any such exercise of power;

Whereas, I.C. 36-1-3-4(b) further provides that a unit has all powers granted it by statute and all other powers necessary or desirable in the conduct of its affairs, even through not granted by statute;

Whereas, Federal and State laws obligate the employer to remit employee withholding funds by certain dates which may be prior to the date for formal approval and allowance of claims by the proper board having jurisdiction over such claim;


Whereas, Employee withholding funds are withheld from the gross pay of the employee for distribution to taxing authorities and other persons as directed by the employee;


Whereas, From time to time, the Town Council finds that payments from appropriated funds must be made as an emergency or exigent matter prior to formal approval of claims by the Town Council or the board of proper jurisdiction in order to insure the normal performance of municipal business;


Whereas, From time to time, the Town Council as well as other boards and commissions have accepted a bid, awarded a contract, or made a purchase, and payment from appropriated funds must be made prior to formal approval of claims by the Council or the board of proper jurisdiction in order to acquire the product or service;and


Whereas, I.C. 5-11-10-1.6 and IC 36-5-4-12 sets forth the procedures to be used to permit payment of duly filed accounts payable vouchers or bills and in some cases to permit payment in advance of board allowance provided that such payments are for lawful town purposes; and


Whereas, I.C. 5-11-10-1.6 and IC 36-5-4-12 particularly provide that any expense identified in an ordinance may be paid in advance of board or commission allowance; and


Whereas, The Town Council has been reliably advised that passage and adoption of  this ordinance would facilitate a one-time payment in advance of allowance for an elective contribution to the Quad Town Safety Village;

Now, Therefore, Be it hereby ordained and Enacted by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, as follows:


Section 1

That the voluntary contribution to Quad Town Safety Village authorized by proper action of the Town Council at its meeting of 27 March 2006, may be paid in advance of formal allowance by the Town Council, pursuant to IC 36-5-4-12;

Section 2. 
That the Town Council as town legislative body or the board having jurisdiction over allowance of the accounts payable voucher shall review and allow the payment at the body's or board's next regular or special meeting following the pre-approved payment of the expense.

Section 3. 
That the provisions of this ordinance authorize a one-time advance payment, is limited to the single matter described and does not amend the current provisions of the Municipal Code which provide for payment of claims in advance of allowance generally;


Section 4.
That the provisions set forth in this ordinance shall become in full force and effect after its passage and adoption, upon its signature by the executive in the manner prescribed by IC 36-5-2-10(a).

Introduced and Filed on the 27th day of March 2006. Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction sustained a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed, pursuant to IC 36-5-2-9.8.

Duly Ordained and Adopted this 27th  Day of March 2006 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Joseph A. Wszolek, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:
Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

Committee Reports

• 
Councilor Zemen reported that the Town Manager was introduced to the Chamber of Commerce

The Parks and Recreation Board revised its bond issue list.

•
Councilor Herak reported that the Board of Sanitary Commissioners received reports regarding waste water back-up in the basements of some homes along Duluth Street. The Board would be taking steps to identify the cause and correct.

•
Councilor Helmer offered a summary on the matters before the Plan Commission. Also it was reported that the Building Commissioner would be attending a meeting with the Chamber of Commerce dealing with concerns raised by some of its members regarding sign regulations in the Town.

•
Councilor Dernulc reported that the Solid Waste Management District Board of Directors met.


Councilor Dernulc also reported that the Fire Chief continues to work on his command reorganization plan for the Fire Department.

• 
Council President Wszolek reported that the Redevelopment Commission would be acting on the appropriation hearing for its pending bond issue and the Bond Resolution on April 17, 2006.

The Town Council President discussed the possibility of holding an informal meeting with the Town Council at Bean Counters’ Coffee Shop on Kennedy Avenue. After colloquy regarding whether or not such a meeting should be a formal meeting, it was suggested that Council President Wszolek and Councilor Helmer would meet for coffee at the coffee shop from 8-9 am and Councilors Zemen and Dernulc would meet from 9-10, all on Saturday April 1.

It was noted the Bobby Montoya, a student in the Clerk-Treasurer’s local government class at IUN, was present to watch a meeting of the Town Council.


Business from the Floor

1.
Jim Milligan, 3143 Eder Street, Highland, inquired whether or not the sump pump separation project was still underway.

2.
Allan Pederson, 3437 Franklin Street, Highland, requested that the Town Council speak closer to the microphones or perhaps repair the existing ones.

3.
Jim Milligan, 3143 Eder Street, Highland, inquired about the status of the possible New Town Hall.

4.
Joe Bartok, 9324 Spring Creek Drive, Highland, inquired about the possible property swap that he believed was to take place of the former Rigby’s and Kiddie Castle site with the gasoline station located at the southwest corner of Kennedy and Highway Avenues.

Payment of Accounts Payable Vouchers. There being no further business from the floor, Councilor Helmer moved to allow the accounts payable vouchers as filed on the pending pay docket, covering the period March 14, 2006 through to March 27, 2005.  Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The accounts payable vouchers were allowed and the clerk-treasurer was authorized to make payment.

General Fund, $161,528.80; Motor Vehicle Highway and Street (MVH) Fund, $28,153.61; Forfeit and Seized Assets Fund, $1,987.38; Law Enforcement Cont. Education and Supply Fund, $791.03; Gasoline Fund, $1,103.00;Telephone Fund, $1,482.32; Municipal Cumulative Capital Development Fund, $250.00; Safe Neighborhood Grant Fund, $330.00; Total: $195,626.14.
Adjournment of Regular Session. Councilor Helmer moved that the meeting be adjourned. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The regular session of the Town Council meeting of Monday, March 27, 2005 was adjourned at 9:00 O’clock p.m.

Study Session. The standing study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland, convened in the usual place, the plenary meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, immediately following the regular meeting on Monday, March 27, 2006 at 9:08 O’clock p.m.

Silent Roll Call. Councilors Zemen, Herak, Helmer, Wszolek and Dernulc were present. Michael W. Griffin, the Town Clerk-Treasurer was present to record the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; Peter T. Hojnicki, Police Chief; Jim DeGraaf and Dan Stombaugh of the Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners were also present.

General Substance of Matters Discussed.

 1.
The Town Council, Town Manger, Metropolitan Police Chief and the Metropolitan Police Commissioners discussed a request fro increased sworn staff for the Metropolitan Police Department. It was noted that Officer Linda Koitch, had retired but would be carried on the roster as full-time until June. It was noted the Commander Balon would soon be departing with and carried on the roster until August. It was also noted that Commander Nelson would likely soon be initiating his retirement.


The discussion included the rationale or basis for establishing the current fixed force strength at 42.

2.
The Town Council, Town Manger, Metropolitan Police Chief and the Metropolitan Police Commissioners discussed the possibility of employing a civilian retiree to serve in administrative support. The discussion included the scope of the recently authorized IT Position.

3.
The Town Council, Town Manger, Metropolitan Police Chief and the Metropolitan Police Commissioners discussed the Spillman Law Enforcement Computer application and the support services administrator.

4.
The Town Council, Town Manger, Metropolitan Police Chief and the Metropolitan Police Commissioners discussed the additional appropriation request associated with the request to temporarily increase the fixed strength of the Metropolitan Police Department. It was noted that additional appropriations would be needed to support the raised that were granted for all municipal departments. It was further noted that the request amount would need to be validated.

5.
The Town Council discussed the artist honorarium that may be associated with the County Seat Project. It was noted that the fee for sponsoring and acquisition of a County Seat that was provisionally agreed to by the Town Council included a fee for the artist’s honorarium.

6.
The Town Council, Town Manger, Metropolitan Police Chief and the Metropolitan Police Commissioners discussed methodology for scheduling the patrol division.

Adjournment: There being no further matters to discuss, the Town Council study meeting of Monday, March 27, 2005 meeting stood adjourned at 10:01 p.m. 

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA


Clerk-Treasurer

