Minutes of the Meeting

Highland Town Council

January 30, 2006

Page 3 of 3

Enrolled Minutes of the Sixtieth Meeting

Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland

Special Meeting

Monday, January 30, 2006

Study Session. 
The Twenty Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in a study session preceding the special meeting on Monday, January 30, 2006 at 6:30 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the upper meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana.

Silent Roll Call: Councilors Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Robert Helmer, Joseph Wszolek and Dan Dernulc were present. The Clerk-Treasurer, Michael W. Griffin was present to record the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

Peter T. Hojnicki, Metropolitan Police Chief and Rhett L. Tauber, Town Council Attorney were present.

Dan Stombaugh, Board of the Metropolitan Commissioners; Ed Dabrowski, Park and Recreation Board were also present.

General Substance of Matters Discussed.

1. The Town Council discussed the status of the bids for the lease purchase of the police cars and whether or not to re bid the bank leasing component, since there was only one response for the leasing. Bank Calumet bid for a lease period of 36 months, 4%.

2.
The Town Council discussed the fact that some appointments to various boards and commissions remain unnamed. The Town Council further discussed the scheduling of additional interviews with possible candidates. The discussion included the availability of setting a special study session for Saturday, February 4, 2006 at 8:30 O’clock a.m.  The Town Council informally agreed to set the meeting. 

3.
The Town Council discussed the agenda for the imminent meeting. It was noted that only one candidate remained interested in the possible appointment as Town Manager, Richard Underkopfer of Mattoon, Illinois.

4.
The Town Council discussed a letter sent by representatives of the Quad Town Safety Village regarding the status of the Town of Highland’s continuing participation in the group.

Special Meeting. The Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in its special session on Monday, January 30, 2006 at 7:00 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana. A special study session was in recess to permit this special meeting.

Council President Joseph A. Wszolek presided and the proceedings were memorialized by Clerk-Treasurer, Michael W. Griffin. The session was opened with Councilor Helmer leading all in the pledge of allegiance to the United States Flag and conducting a moment of silence.

Roll Call: Present on roll call were Councilors, Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Robert Helmer, Joseph Wszolek and Daniel Dernulc. The Clerk-Treasurer Michael W. Griffin was present to record the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

Additional Officials Present: 


Peter T. Hojnicki, Metropolitan Police Chief and Rhett L. Tauber, Town Council Attorney were present.

Dan Stombaugh, Board of the Metropolitan Commissioners; Ed Dabrowski, Park and Recreation Board were also present.

• Appointment of Town Officers or Employees

1.  
 Consideration of the issue of Appointing of Town Manager subject to proper offer to and acceptance by candidate, all pursuant to  Sections §31.21 through § 31.26 of the Highland Municipal Code and IC 36-5-5 et seq.
         (a)  Report on declined offer.  It was reported that Phillip Reiger had declined the offer of appointment to the position of Town Manager.



Councilor Dernulc moved to rescind the offer made to Phillip Reiger for the appointment of Town Manager. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The offer was rescinded.

         (b) Consideration of response and or action. Councilor Helmer moved that Richard Underkopfler of Mattoon, Illinois be appointed as Town Manager, subject to a proper offer and acceptance and that Council President Wszolek be authorized to negotiate with him.   A roll call vote was taken after several motions to amend (which follow). Upon the roll call vote, there were three affirmatives and two negatives. With Councilors Helmer, Dernulc and Wszolek voting in the affirmative and Councilors Herak and Zemen voting in the negative, the motion passed. The appointment and instruction was adopted.


Councilor Herak moved to amend the pending motion to include an instruction that the designated candidate not be permitted to consult in the field as a condition in the negotiation. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and one negative. With Councilors Zemen, Herak, Dernulc and Wszolek voting in the affirmative and Councilor Helmer voting in the negative, the motion amend passed.  The amendment was adopted.


During discussion after the motion was introduced but prior to the vote, a colloquy on the rationale of the amendment ensued. Councilor Herak suggested that the Town Manager should devote full attention to the needs of the Town of Highland. Councilor Helmer inquired why this one position was being singled out.


Councilor Herak moved to amend the pending motion to include an instruction that the candidate be required to establish residency within six months and that the dwelling be owned and not rented. The motion failed when ruled out of order by the Town Council President as being dilatory.


Councilor Herak moved to appeal the ruling of the President. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were three in the negative and two in the affirmative. With Councilors Helmer, Dernulc and Wszolek voting against the appeal and Councilors Zemen and Herak voting for the appeal, the motion failed. The ruling was sustained.


Councilor Herak moved to amend the pending motion to change the position from Town Manager to the position of Administrative Assistant and that any salary negotiated not exceed $40,000. Council President Wszolek ruled the motion out of order as dilatory.


Councilor Herak moved to appeal the ruling of the President. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were three in the negative and two in the affirmative. With Councilors Helmer, Dernulc and Wszolek voting against the appeal and Councilors Zemen and Herak voting for the appeal, the motion failed. The ruling was sustained.


Under discussion of the pending motion as amended, Councilor Herak expressed his concern about the remarks made by the candidate in which expressed his opinion that the bonded indebtedness may need to be increased.


Councilor Helmer expressed his support for the candidate and that he believed the candidate would assist with better capital planning. Councilor Zemen expressed his belief that a human resource professional was needed. Council President Wszolek referenced a recent inquiry from Congressman Peter Visclosky that invited applications for demonstration projects that may be the subject of funding. Council President Wszolek suggested that many lost opportunities may be regained with the establishment of this position. Council President Wszolek also believed the position would permit more strategic planning.

• Statutory Boards and Commissions

    Executive Appointments made by Town Council President

    Legislative or Fiscal Body Appointments made by Town Council

1.   Legislative Appointments to Municipal Plan Commission (1)

      (a) 
Acknowledge resignation. A letter was acknowledged from Randy Bowman recently appointed to the municipal plan commission, reporting his resignation from that position, pursuant to IC 5-8-4 and IC 5-8-3.5-1.

       (b) 
Act to appoint. Councilor Helmer moved to appoint David Jones, 3705 41st Lane, Highland,  of the Highland Board of Sanitary Commissioners and the Code Enforcement Inspector. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. Mr. Jones was appointed to the plan commission.

There being no further business before the Town Council, Councilor Dernulc moved that the meeting be adjourned and Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The Special Meeting of the Town Council for January 30, 2006 was adjourned at 7:42 O’clock P.M. The study session resumed. (The record of the study session separately memorialized).

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer

