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Memorandum of the Seventy-Ninth Meeting

Special Joint Study Session/Meeting

Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland

Board of Sanitary Commissioners

Monday, October 30, 2006

The special joint  study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland and the Board of Sanitary Commissioners  was convened at a special place, the Lincoln Community Center 2450 Lincoln Street, Highland, Indiana, in Fieldhouse on Monday, October 30, 2006 at the regular time, 7:00 o’clock p.m. The meeting was called as a public information meeting to report on and discuss the flood event of September 13, 2006.

Roll Call: Councilors Joseph Wszolek, Dan Dernulc, Robert Helmer, Mark Herak and Bernie Zemen were present.  The Clerk-Treasurer Michael W. Griffin was present to memorialize the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

Roll Call: Commissioners David Jones, Jeanne Moseley, Joseph Fraley, August Hawkins, and Donal Downey were present. A quorum was attained.

Also present: Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; John Bach, Public Works Director; William Timmer, CFOD, Fire Chief; Alex M. Brown, CPRP, Parks and Recreation Superintendent; Peter T. Hojnicki, Metropolitan Police  Chief; Carol L. Morrison, IAMC/CMC, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer and Kenneth J. Mika, Building Commissioner were  also present. 

Stan Dobosz, Griffith Town Councilor, was also present.

Terry Hodnik, P.E., NIES Engineering, Inc; Dan Gardner, Executive Director of the Little Calumet River Basin Development Commission; Amad Sumara, US Army Corps of Engineers; James Pokrajac, Little Calumet River Basin Development Commission; 

George Van Til, Lake County Surveyor; Frank Mrvan, North Township Trustee; Frank Mrvan, Indiana State Senate; Dan Stevenson, Indiana House of Representatives, Dist 11;Dan Gossman, Drainage Administrator, Lake County Surveyor’s Office;

Councilor Zemen led all in the Pledge of Allegiance of the Flag of the United States of America and offered a brief prayer.

General Substance of Matters Discussed

1.
The Town Council President, Joseph Wszolek opened the meeting, acknowledging the officials who were present.

Powerpoint Presentations:
2.
Mr. Hodnik, as Sanitary District Engineer, presented a brief overhead presentation reporting the extent of the rain event and the volumes of rainfall throughout the Town of Highland, associated with the event.

3.
The Public Works Director, Mr. Bach then offered an overhead presentation describing the storm water and drainage infrastructure and system of the Town of Highland. Mr. Bach also discussed the pumping stations in operation currently and those that are under construction, and not in service at this time. Mr. Bach noted that subdivisions designed and built before 1990 were designed to the 10 year flood year event.

Mr. Bach also offered a cursory description of the Sanitary Storm System and infrastructure for the Town of Highland. He noted that the current system is a so-called collection system. Sanitary waste is actually transmitted to the Hammond Sanitary District for treatment.

The Public Works Director discussed the possible reasons for sanitary back-up in some basements during the flood. Mr. Bach suggested that inflow and infiltration has some effect, hydrostatic pressure already built up from the high volume of water creeps into the sewers through fissures ,and discharge from  storm drain devices  or sump pumps  that are still unlawfully connected to the sanitary system.

4.
Richard Underkofler, Town Manager, offered an overhead presentation of the response to the emergency of the Flood/Rain event of September 13, 2006. The Town Manager presented a cursory overview of the activation of the Emergency Plan Committee according to the Town’s written Disaster and Exigent Response Plan. The Town Manager then offered a chronological summary of the events following the event related to recovery and remediation, from September 13 through the present.

5.  
The Town Council President, Joseph Wszolek, offered an overhead  presentation regarding the Town’s initiatives to plan for future disasters. The Town Council President noted that a citizen survey regarding the flood damage was issued to all residents. He noted that there was a 21% response rate. The Town Council President indicated that an independent engineering company would be commissioned to assay the current status of the storm and waste water management system. The Town Council President reviewed the several elements of the scope of work that will be used to select an independent engineer. The Town Council President also indicated that a public forum would be part of the reporting process and would allow for input from the public regarding the preliminary report.

.
The Town Council President acknowledged the work of the Lake County Surveyor, George Van Til presented an upright mapping survey, graphically depicted for Highland, identifying where damage occurred to homes and what type of damage was experienced.

6.
Michael Klitzke, of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, offered a brief survey regarding the National Community Rating  system for flood insurance. He noted that anyone who would desire may purchase flood insurance whether or not they are in a flood zone area.  Mr. Klitzke also noted that flood insurance in many cases will not cover sewer backup or seepages. Mr. Klitzke also noted that flood insurance covers direct damage from flood conditions but not from back-ups.

Public Comments:

1.
Unidentified woman (Mrs. Krause) indicated that she spoke with the Public Works Director about water entering in her home from the gas line. She reported that the NIPSCO asserted it was Highland’s problem and Mr. Bach suggested that it not, according to her. The Town Manager would follow-up.

2.
Judy Sylvester, _____ North Drive, Highland, reported that her flood insurance was not meeting her repair needs adequately. A colloquy ensued from the FEMA representative to clarify if the damage was from back-up or from the flood directly. It was suggested that the Insurance Commissioner of Indiana may offer redress. She expressed her disatisifaction with her Flood insurance coverage as 

3.
Maria Beccerra, 3100 block of LaPorte Street, Highland, inquired about the integrity of the underground storm water tank was checked before the storm. She also inquired about the truck traffic on Cline avenue holding truck loads of dirt.

4.
John Balante 3512 Eder Place, Highland, inquired of the US Army Corps if its current work may have contributed to the flood affects. The resident noted that he believed that the water flowed from the new subdivision. The US Army Corps representative  surmised that the new pump station may not have been able to help as it was designed for the 100 year flood year event.

5.
Sean McMahon,  3132 Lincoln Place, Highland, noted that there was a LOMR map revision for the area near Southridge School, and received a check for only $1,300 for damage for $7,000. It was noted that while the zone was reclassified, making the requirement for manadatory flood insurance no longer necessary, but not that one should not purchase flood insurance. Premiums would be lower for such coverages.

6.
Vivian Fielder, 3236 Farmer Drive, Highland, noted that she had 1.5 feet of water in her slab home and she does not have any flood insurance. She noted that as vehicles drove by the waves added to the damage. She inquired whether or not the current sewers would still operate for the subsequent rain that followed. 


The Public Works Director indicated that since the flood the department has initiated televising sewers to review the sewers systems in areas that reported problems.

7.
Andy Pasivia, 7919 Duluth, Highland expressed his belief that since the floodgate was installed near the Little Calumet Levee, noted that the rains were seemingly directed to the house. He noted that his insurers were not responsive.

8.
Marshall Wally, noted that he represented some clients who were present, inquired that if the new pump station was on line and if some designs were in place, what would have been the case. He further inquired whether or not the independent study would cover this matter. What about any findings about negligence that may be found from the report, would any compensation ensue.

9.
Ted Oberc, 2704 Lincoln Street, Highland, noted that he was an insurance agent, he offered comments about the limitations in flood insurance and what it will  not pay for.

10.
Rochelle Flores, 9518 Anthony Place, Highland, inquired whether or not there was a time record maintained about the time in which the  pump in the North Avenue Pump Station was not operating before it was restarted.  She inquired about how the water receded over night.

11.
Susan Flores, 8132 Fifth Street, Highland, offered caution about the type of pipes used in new Hot water heater installation, stating make sure that they are galvanized steel or copper.

12.
Tom Sandman, _______ Griffith, Indiana, noted that he lives on Cady Marsh Ditch, he pays the flood insurance, and is proximate to the deep tunnel project, and offered a complaint directed to FEMA inquired about the absence of the Insurance Commissioner. He suggested that he was enduring great difficulty getting satisfactory responses from any elected officer or any one else. He suggested that he did not qualify owing to the income scale used for grants in the system.

13.
Brenda Roach, 3404 Laverne Drive, Highland, inquired about the disappearance of water in her basement which entered from her toilet,  in two hours while water remained in her street. 

14.
Chris Magley, 10019 Fourth Street, Highland, inquired if the money used to construct the Gazebo may be instead used to pay residents some compensation from the flood damage. She further inquired about the timetable for the North Avenue Pumping Station upgrade.

15.
Carl Welsh 3147 Maple, Highland, noted he has a storm sewer in front of his house and that he believed it was not taking any water until much later in the day.

16.
Jeanette Foster, ____ LaPorte  Street, Highland, inquired about decisions related to the School Town’s response to the flood. She noted that High School students were released and no bus service was provided.

17.
Lisa Anderson, 8425 Fifth Street, Highland inquired about the routing of the Griffith Deep Tunnel project perhaps pushing more water toward the north side of Highland. The US Army Corps representative suggested that was not the case.

18.
Tracy O’Donnell, _______ Highland,  inquired about the North Avenue pump station and sought clarification about the alarm event with the one pump that was stopped and then was restarted.

19.
 Brice Johnson, 9513 Forrest Drive, Highland, expressed that he was not angry at the Town about the event, he expressed his dissatisfaction with persons using the event for the next Town election. He further commented that he learned that there was a high degree of trouble with the Insurers and complaints to the Insurance Commissioner.

20.
Mark Leyva, 10024 Fourth Street, Highland, inquired whether or not a pumping station was actually connected to a power source.

21.
Linda Branson, ______ Ross Street, Highland, inquired about the sanitary and storm sewer were separated,  and whether or not the sanitary sewage flows to the north. She inquired about how the Town identified who was discharging sump pumps into the sanitary sewers.

22.
A Ms. Travis from  2835 Garfield, Highland,  inquired about the number of workers available in Public Works Department who were tasked with monitoring the pumping stations. She noted that she owns a house at 2716 Eder Street, Highland and noted that it experienced more damage than her resident home. She further inquired about the announced completion time for the Little Calumet Levee.

23.
David Stanish, 3304 Grand Boulevard, Highland, he stated that he faced over $40,000 of expenses to cover the reconstruction of his home. He noted that his street floods frequently during rains.

Julanie Miller, of the U.S. Small Business Administration, noted that in Lincoln Center would host a Loan Assistance Center beginning Monday, November 6. He encouraged persons who have applications to turn them in.

24.
Brian Novak 3516 Eder Place, Highland, noted that he experienced difficulty with the insurance repayment.  He expressed his objection to characterizations of making the flood matter political. Mr. Novak indicated that he was the Democratic Party Chair but he was also a flood victim. 

25.
Lorraine Ball,  who revealed that she resides at the corner of Fifth and LaPorte reported that she had six feet of water in her basement. She has extreme structural damage and inquired about the rate of the water receding or draining later in the evening possibly leading to the collapse of her basement walls. She believes that a slower rate of drainage would have prevented the walls’ collapse.

26.
Bob Stassin, 7945  Duluth Street and Dawn Platt, 8007 Duluth,  Highland, expressed concern about buried street asphalt that was buried by a past street contractor behind his house that was removed in consequence of the Little Calumet River Flood Control Project. He expressed his belief that  this creates even more storm water to come into his backyard than he experienced before.

27.
JoAnne Johnson 37th  Place near the Cady Ditch, Highland reported that she removed leaves from some of the storm sewers  and then reported that a resident watched water approach her home and did not take steps to remove the leaves herself. She further noted that she was mistaken for a Town worker instead of a neighbor who was concerned. She suggested the institution of  a volunteer mobilization program for such future events.

28.
  An unidentified man inquired about the six inch size of one of the storm water sewers and related drainage design issues associated with the Little Calumet River Basin Development Commission.


There was an informal colloquy which ensued between some residents and representatives of the US Army Corps.

29.
Betty Messman, 8235 Parrish Avenue, Highland, reported that she never experienced water problems prior to the recent flood event. She noted that she had flood water and damage in her basement. She asked that thanks to the FEMA and SBA representatives.

30.
Unidentified man, inquired whether or not that Highland would implement the findings from the independent study.

There was no further discussion or matters before the board. The special joint study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council and the Board of Sanitary Commissioners of Highland was adjourned 10:25 o’clock p.m.

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer

