Memorandum of the Meeting

Special  Study Session

Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland

Monday, September 18, 2006

The special study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland was convened at the regular place, the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana, in the plenary meeting room on Monday, September 18, 2006 at the regular time, 7:00 o’clock p.m.

Silent Roll Call: Councilors Joseph Wszolek, Robert Helmer, Bernie Zemen, and Dan Dernulc were present.  Councilor Mark Herak arrived at 7:20 o’clock p.m. The Clerk-Treasurer Michael W. Griffin was present to memorialize the proceedings.

Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; Peter T. Hojnicki, Metropolitan Police Chief; John M. Bach. Public Works Director; Cecile Petro, Redevelopment Director; and Alex M. Brown, PCRP, Parks and Recreation Superintendent were   also present. 

Jim DeGraaf, Jon Koval and Dan Stombaugh of the Metropolitan Police Commission were also present.

General Substance of Matters Discussed

1.
The Town Council and the Town Manager discussed with several residents present the recent weather of September 13-14, the flooding and the associated damage to homes throughout Town. The Town Council President also read a prepared statement regarding the event.  It was noted that there were 6” to 8” of heavy rainfall in a very short period of time. The letter proposed that the town hall and other plans be postponed. It further proposed that an independent firm with no historic or current ties to the Town conduct a study of the current storm water collection system.

2.  
The Town Council and the Town Manager discussed with several residents regarding the conditions of storm sewers in the 41st to 43rd Street area of Town.

3.
The Town Council discussed concerns expressed about sanitary sewage getting into the storm water and into basements. The discussion included the inflow and infiltration sump pump separation project and its objective of reducing the sump pump emitting into the sanitary sewer systems.

4.
The Town Council called upon the Public works director to explain the storm collection system and how the amount and the time affect its ability to affect drainage. The Public Works Director also reported that there was four inches in the Wicker Park area and in the Grace Street area, it was 7.2 inches. The Public Works Director also addressed possible reasons for sanitary mix in the storm water in basements.


A resident from Lakeside indicated that he experienced water in his basement during the storm event in the ‘Easter’ rain event and then experience still more from this most recent event. 


There was a discussion regarding the area between Grace Street and the High School regarding bank erosion of the Cady Marsh Ditch and whether or not the ditch could be deepened by dredging. It was also noted that the Griffith Deep Tunnel is believed to be able to help serve as a reliever system.


A resident inquired about the frequency of sewer inspection.


Another resident from Lakeside expressed her concerns regarding the recent flooding and the flooding she experienced during the so-called “Easter event”. 


There was a five minutes recess.

5.
The Town Council and the Town manager discussed the proposed budget for FY 2007. The Town Council, the Town Manager and the department heads operated as a working committee of the whole to bring the budget into balance. Proposed raises were discussed


There was discussion about alternative revenue sources. Reductions were identified sufficient to bring the budget into balance. 

There was no further discussion or matters before the board. The regular study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland was adjourned at 11:30   o’clock p.m.

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer

