Memorandum of the Meeting

Regular Study Session

Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland

Saturday, August 26, 2006

The regular study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland was convened at the regular place, the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana, in the plenary meeting room on Saturday, August 26, 2006 at the regular time, 8:30 o’clock a.m.

Silent Roll Call: Councilors Joseph Wszolek, Robert Helmer, Mark Herak, Dan Dernulc and Bernie Zemen were present.  The Clerk-Treasurer Michael W. Griffin was present to memorialize the proceedings.

Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; and   Rhett L. Tauber,  Town Council Attorney  were   also present. 

Tom Agler of the Municipal Plan Commission was also present.

Charles Zandstra, Attorney was also present.

General Substance of Matters Discussed

1.
The Town Council, Town Council Attorney and the Town Manager discussed with Mr. Zandstra the disposition of a recent petition for rezoning, filed by Michael Rudolph that was not granted by the Town Council at its meeting of 14 August 2006. Mr. Zandstra represents Dr. Jaros, owner of the Highland Animal Hospital, whose property was the subject of the petition for rezoning.


Mr. Zandstra presented a request from Dr. Jaros expressing Dr. Jaros’ hope that the Town Council would “change its mind” on its rejection of the petition. Mr.  Zandstra initiated  a discussion regarding a possibility of perhaps the  rezoning of the property for multifamily R-3, to support the construction or development of condominiums. 

A colloquy ensued regarding whether or not it was appropriate to have a discussion regarding the matter or to seek a sense of the Town Council prior to a presentation to the Plan Commission.

A colloquy further ensued on the matter of the existing zoning of the subject property and the possible choices for its use.

A colloquy still further ensued regarding whether or not a new zoning classification for the property would be a substantial change as referenced in the rules of  Plan Commission.

Mr. Zandstra provided some handouts to the members of the Town Council in support of his informal inquiry.


Mr. Zandstra departed at this time.

2.
The Town Council, the Town Manager and the Town Attorney discussed the situation with the renewal of the water supply agreement with the City of Hammond Water Department. The Town Council Attorney explained that the City  of Hammond does not believe that the additional rate of 4 cents per 1,000 gallons is not subject to approval by the IURC. It is believed that the IURC believes otherwise. It was also noted that this position makes the use of the auto increase tracker not available to Highland.


The Town Attorney then presented the concept of considering withdrawal from the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission. It was noted that the Highland Utility would need to proceed to consider some rate increase to eliminate the erosion to rates of return owing to the new rate increase for source of supply.

3.
The Town Council and the Town Council Attorney had an informal discussion regarding existing litigation, including the Finke challenges to the Cross-town Bike Trail.

The Town Council Attorney departed at this time.

4.
The Town Council discussed the draft CDR regarding the adoption of an Acceptable Use Policy. It was noted that it was a work in progress. It was further noted that this would not be ready for action on Monday.

5.
The Town Council and the Town Manager discussed the first draft of the proposed FY 2006 Budget. The Town Council discussed the current proposed budget noting that the several funds under the property tax controls exceeded the maximum levy by 1.8 million. It was further noted that the proposed Park NRO expenses exceeded resources by $9,835 and Law Enforcement Continuing Education expenses as proposed exceeded resources by $1,298.

There was no further discussion or matters before the board. The regular study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland was adjourned at 11:30  o’clock a.m.

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer

