Memorandum of the Meeting

Regular Study Session

Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland

Monday, July 17, 2006

The regular study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland was convened at the regular place, the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana, in the plenary meeting room on Monday, July 17, 2006 at the regular time, 7:00 o’clock p.m.

Silent Roll Call: Councilors Joseph Wszolek, Dan Dernulc, Robert Helmer, Mark Herak and Bernie Zemen were present.  The Clerk-Treasurer Michael W. Griffin was present to memorialize the proceedings.

Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; John Bach, Public Works Director; Ed Dabrowski, Park and Recreation Board member; and Cecile Petro, Redevelopment Director were  also present. 

Laurel Roach, Maureen Mantel, Rose James, and Shelly Glenn of the Park Advisory Council of Community Events were also present.

Taggi Arshami was also present.

General Substance of Matters Discussed

1.
The Town Council and the four members present from the Park Advisory Council of Community Events discussed the possible reformation of the current Advisory group to a small seven person body organized by home rule ordinance that would be under the direct aegis of the Town Council.


The four members of the Park Advisory Council of Community Events departed at this time.

2.
The Town Council discussed the enrolled draft of the Strategic Plan for Budget planning. The Town Council discussed whether or not the placement of the capital plan should include the provisions related to a police facility and a new Town Hall until a public forum could be conducted regarding these facilities. The Town Council discussed the prioritizing of the new Fire Truck, the purchase of which is underway.


The Town Council discussed issues related to provision of TIF to finance some of the Redevelopment projects.

3.
The Town Council discussed the draft list of matters for the proposed agenda for the Highland Town Council on Monday, July 24, 2006.

4.
The Town Council discussed the need to name people to the Economic Development Commission. The Town Council President invited the Town Council to suggest persons.

5.
The Redevelopment Director presented an overview of matters that would be presented to the Town Council for its review. The Consultant Taggi Arshami would be discussing some preliminary concepts that emerged during the fact finding for the redevelopment plan for the Kennedy Avenue Corridor. Ideas included whether or not medians would be used in the street; whether or not certain streets may be closed to access Kennedy Avenue; and related design concepts.

Taggi Arshami of the Arsh Group, Inc., as redevelopment consultant, presented to the Town Council some concepts and renderings for the proposed Kennedy Avenue Corridor as part of the Redevelopment District. The presentation focused particularly on the competing issues related to the desirability of placing a median in Kennedy Avenue. (Currently no median exists but a center turn lane exists in much of the length.

Mr. Arshami indicated that some of the public forums evinced public concerns about the aesthetic or absence of a pleasing aesthetic for Kennedy Avenue. He reported that he believed that the design plan could be implemented with or without a median.


There was extensive discussion about the design parameters of Kennedy Avenue.

There was no further discussion or matters before the board. The regular study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland was adjourned at 9:45 o’clock p.m.

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer

