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Memorandum of the Meeting 

For the Twenty-Fifth Highland Town Council

Regular Study Session 

Monday June 05, 2006

Study Session. 
The Twenty Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in a regular study on Monday, June 05, 2006 at 7:00 O’clock P.M., in the regular place, the upper Council study chambers, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana. 

Silent Roll Call: Councilors, Robert Helmer, Dan Dernulc, Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak and Joseph Wszolek were present. The Clerk-Treasurer, Michael W. Griffin was present to record the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

Richard Underkofler, Town Manager was also present.

Rhett Tauber, Town Council Attorney; William Timmer, CFOD, Fire Chief; and Kenneth J. Mika, Building Commissioner, were present.

In addition, Joseph Gryzymski, Dan Grimmer and Matt Timmer, Highland Fire Fighters and members of its apparatus committee, were also present.

Gail Barenie of the Jacobs & Macjiewski and Associates, Architects was present.

General Substance of Matters Discussed.

1.
The Town Council, and the Town Council Attorney discussed a lawsuit initiated by Finke’s against NIPSCO to seek quiet title for the property that affects the Bike Trail. The Town Council Attorney indicated that while Highland was not named in the suit he would be seeking to join the matter to protect Highland’s license interests.

2. 
The Town Council Attorney briefed the Town Council about the pending negotiation with the City of Hammond Waterworks Department regarding and the renewal of the current wholesale water rate. The rate is presently 46¢ per 1,000 gallons. It will likely remain at 46¢ per 1,000 gallons plus an add-on rate of 5¢ per 1,000 gallons for the Highland share of costs associated with capital improvements that benefit Highland as a customer.


3.
The Town Council, the Town Council Attorney and the Building Commissioner discussed issues related to the parking of semi trucks at the Scheeringa Farm located on Kleinman Avenue, Highland. The group discussed the issue of whether or not the parking of these trucks, which was regarded as a non-conforming use for the zoning, has been expanded beyond the “grandfathered” use. 

4.
The Town Council and the Town Council Attorney discussed the enforcement of the grass or the weed ordinance (as drafted) and the use of liens as enforcement on any subject properties. 

The Town Council Attorney departed at this time.

5.
The Town Council, the Town Manager, the Fire Chief and members of the Fire Department Apparatus (pumper) Committee discussed the committee’s preparation of bid specifications for the replacement of the 1978 existing pumper. The discussion included the implication of this pumper and its usefulness if a Fire Territory was sought again. The committee members described this as a “hybrid” indicating that this can also serve as a fire rescue (ladder) engine as well as a fire pumper.


The group discussed the timetable methods of financing for the acquisition of the pumper. The specifications would be made available for review. The Town Council discussed placement of the matter for authorization at the Monday, June 12, 2006 meeting. Pre-payment of a portion of the purchase price can sometimes allow for a discount on the full purchase amount.


The Fire Chief, the apparatus committee and the Building Commissioner departed at this time from the meeting.

6.
The Town Council, the Town Manager and Gail Barenie of Jacobs and Majiewski discussed some preliminary so-called “concepts sketches” for the possible construction of a new Town Hall or municipal facility and the police station. The concepts included some site evaluation of a few sites in Town suitable for the concepts. In all cases, the sketches were to explore spaces for the unit but no actual design was proposed. This was in concert with the current “feasibility study.”  No design services were commissioned.


One concept discussed was to vacate the current Town Hall and retrofit or renovate it for use by the Metropolitan Police Department. There would be a need to add some additional space to the existing building as well. An elevator would be required as well. It was noted that the building would require complete new electrical wiring and HVAC.


Ms. Barenie discussed the ALTA survey results related to the property at the Municipal Parking lot at the southwest corner of the intersection of Highway and Kennedy Avenue. It was noted that NIPSCO has a high-pressure natural gas line located near there as well as Buckeye, a natural gas and oil pipeline company.


The preliminary concept would not disturb the American Legion Post and the current gasoline station located at the southwestern corner of the Kennedy Avenue and Highway Avenue intersection. No cost estimates were available at this time. It was noted that the current concept should be presented to the people for public comment.


Gail Barenie departed at this time.

7.
The Town Council discussed the recent public complaints regarding sightings of Coyotes and the ways and means to address the problem. The discussion included the possible destruction or the use of territorial marking techniques. There was fear about the Coyote perhaps exhibiting aggressive behavior. The discussion included whether or not the local government should be called upon to address the control of wild, non-domestic animals. The police could also be allowed to destroy the animal.


There were also complaints about Seagulls being and being drawn to a parking lot on Kennedy Avenue by someone leaving food, etc. It was noted that Seagulls are protected under rules of Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR).

8.
The Town Council discussed the possible amendment of the Wage and Salary Ordinance to authorize a special rate of pay for Metropolitan Police Officers to work during certain special events under the aegis of the Town.

Adjournment: There being no further matters to discuss, the Town Council study meeting of Monday, June 05, 2006 meeting stood adjourned at 10:45 O’clock p.m.

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA


Clerk-Treasurer

