Memorandum of the Meeting

The Twenty-Fifth Town   Council   of Highland

Regular Study Session

Monday, February 06, 2006 
The Twenty-Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland met in its special study session on Monday, February 06, 2006 at the special time, 9:40 o’clock p.m., in the regular place, the plenary meeting chambers, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana 46322.

Silent Roll Call: Town Councilors Bernie Zemen, Robert Helmer, Joseph Wszolek, Mark Herak and Dan Dernulc were present. A quorum was attained. The Town Clerk-Treasurer Michael Griffin was present to memorialize the proceedings.

Dennis Tobin, David Turoci, Tom Arnold, Larry Vassar, Carolyn Turich, and Ed Dabrowski of the Park and Recreation Board were also present.
Alex M. Brown, CPRP, Superintendent of Parks and Recreation; Cecile Petro, Redevelopment Director; and John M. Bach, Public Works Director were also present.

Rick Volbrecht of the School Town Board of Trustees was also present.

General Substance of Matters Discussed

1.
The Parks and Recreation Superintendent and Mr. Arnold offered a presentation and overview of the preliminary plans for the reconstruction of the Gazebo at Main Square as well as the improvement of the park. The preliminary plans or concepts were developed in part through a series of so-called “Stake Holder” meetings in which public input was solicited and received.

While it was noted that new restroom facilities would be proposed for the new improvement, some portable lavatories would be likely needed for some events.


The Town Council and the Park and Recreation Board discussed the design and cost of the proposed restroom stand alone facility.

The Town Council and the Park and Recreation Board discussed the parameter lighting costs as well as the possible addition of a lighted sign. The use of sponsored paver bricks for some of the proposed pathways.


The Town Council and the Park and Recreation Board discussed the location of the stand alone restroom facility and some expressed concerns for safety to children and perhaps senior citizens.

The Park and Recreation Board suggested that the construction season may not initiate construction to conclude by June or July of the current year.


Councilor Helmer expressed his objections to the scope of the proposed project.


There was an extended colloquy between and among the Park Board members and the Town Council regarding the possible bond sizing for the Main Square Project and several other projects. 
2. The Town Council and the Public Works Director discussed the preliminary specifications to inform the request for bids associated with Highland’s Solid waste collection services. It was noted that the current contract for service will expire in March 2006.

The Town Council and the Public Works Director discussed adding language that more specifically addressed the skid marks and leakage issues that occasioned the current service.

The Town Council and the Public Works Director discussed adding language that more specifically addressed the issue of missed services or pick-ups and for those cases that apply, requiring the vendor to leave tags or some message that will explain the reason for the non-pick-up.

The Town Council and the Public Works Director discussed that the proposed bid specification would allow for a bid to include yard waste tags and in the alternative a bid that would not include the yard waste tags.

3.
The Town Council discussed the low response rate of only 12 out of 40 possible surveyed residents for the possible use of a General Improvement District for new curbs and sidewalks on the three blocks of Branton Street.
Based upon only 12 responding favorably, the Town Council discussed whether or not the matter of Branton Street improvements should be initiated.

4.
The Town Council discussed the status of the environmental study for the Town Hall air.
There being no further business before the Town Council, the regular study session of Monday, February 06, 2006 was adjourned, at 11:52 o’clock p.m.

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer

