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Enrolled Minutes of the Eighty-Fifth Regular Meeting 

For the Twenty-Fifth Highland Town Council

Monday, January 08, 2007   

Study Session. 
The Twenty Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in a study session preceding the regular meeting on Monday, January 08, 2007 at 6:30 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana.

Silent Roll Call: Councilors Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Robert Helmer and Dan Dernulc were present. Joseph Wszolek was absent owing to vacation The Clerk-Treasurer, Michael W. Griffin was present to memorialize the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

The Town Manager, Richard Underkofler was also present.

General Substance of Matters Discussed.

1.
The Town Council discussed the imminent agenda.

2.
The Town Council discussed particularly a request from the School Town of Highland to acknowledge its special wellness efforts and physical fitness promotion of January 25, 2007.

The study session ended at 6:59 O’clock p.m.

Regular Meeting.  The Twenty Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in its regular session on Monday, January 08, 2007 at 7:01 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the plenary meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana. 

The Town Council President Daniel Dernulc presided and the Town Clerk-Treasurer was present to memorialize the proceedings.

The session was opened with Council President Dernulc leading the pledge of allegiance to the United States Flag and offering a prayer.

Roll Call: Present on roll call were Council Members Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Robert Helmer and Daniel Dernulc. Joseph Wszolek was absent owing to vacation. The Town Clerk-Treasurer Michael Griffin was present. A quorum was attained.

Additional Officials Present: Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; Michael Jasaitis, Attorney from Tauber, Westland and Jasaitis, PC; John M. Bach, Public Works Director; Peter T. Hojnicki, Metropolitan Police Chief; Kenneth J. Mika, Building Commissioner; William R. Timmer, CFOD, Fire Chief; and Alex M. Brown, CPRP, Parks and Recreation Superintendent.

Ed Dabrowski of the Park and Recreation Board was also present.

Minutes of the Previous Session

The minutes of the regular meeting of 27 December 2006 and the Special Meeting of January 2, 2007 were approved by general consent.

Comments from the Public for Topics on the Agenda

This portion of the Town Council Meeting is reserved for persons who desire to address the Town Council.  Depending on the nature of he comments, the Town Council may direct the staff to address the topic or follow-up on matters that may arise from public comments. Persons addressing the Town Council are requested to limit their presentations to three (3) minutes and to try to avoid repetitious comments.
There were no comments.

Staff Reports: The Council received the following reports as information for the record: 
• Building & Inspection Report for December 2006
	Permit Type
	No.
	Residential
	Commercial
	Est. Cost
	Fees

	Single Family
	1
	1
	0
	$160,802.00
	$1,820.00

	Duplex/Condo
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Commercial
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Residential Addit/Remodel
	61
	61
	0
	$569,739.00
	$2,834.00

	Commercial Addit/Remodel
	5
	0
	5
	$143,532.00
	$2,588.00

	Sheds 
	0
	0
	0
	$0.000
	$0.00     

	Fences
	3
	1
	2
	$11,560.00
	$298.00

	Garage
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Swimming Pools
	0
	0
	0
	
	$0.00

	Misc. Permits
	25
	25
	0
	$153,336.00
	$3,030.00

	Signs
	2
	0
	2
	$10,024.00
	$552.00

	Fire Repair 
	0
	0
	0
	$0
	$0

	Total:
	97
	88
	9
	$1,048,993.00
	$11,122.00

	Electrical Permits
	46
	36
	10
	
	$5,717.00

	Plumbing Permits
	10
	7
	3
	
	$1,129.00

	Water Meters
	6
	4
	2
	
	$950.00

	Water Taps
	3
	2
	1
	
	$600.00

	Sewer Taps
	3
	1
	2
	
	$1,300.00

	Total:
	22
	14
	10
	
	$3,979.00


There were 47 final building inspections, 4 plumbing inspections, and 23 electrical inspections. There were 2 electrical exams given. *30 of the residential permits were due to flood damage.

• Fire Department Report for December 2006
	
	Month
	Y.T.D.
	Previous Y.T.D.
	Task Hours

	General Alarms
	12
	126
	140
	 

	Car Fires
	1
	19
	21
	 

	Still Alarms
	7
	147
	94
	 

	Ambulance
	1
	5
	9
	 


• Workplace Safety Report for December 2006
There were no incidents reported in November. The following incident summary was filed:

	Department
	Injuries this Month
	Year to Date

2006
	Total in 2005
	Restricted Days 2006
	Lost Workdays

This Year
	Restricted Days Last Year (2005)
	Lost Workdays Last Year (2005)

	Parks
	0
	2
	4
	0
	0
	20
	0

	Fire
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Police
	0
	7
	4
	0
	9
	0
	0

	Street
	0
	5
	10
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Water & Sewer
	0
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	196

	Maint.
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	9
	0

	Other
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	TOTALS:
	0
	17
	23
	2
	9
	29
	196


Effective January 1, 2002, OSHA changed the record keeping guidelines. The municipality now counts the number of days lost from the day after the injury until the employee returns to work. Weekend, holidays, vacation days or other days scheduled off are included in the lost days count to a maximum of 180 days.

Appointments:

• Attorneys and Consulting Professionals
1. Selection of Town Attorney.

2. Selection of Town Solicitor (Ordinance Prosecuting Attorney)
       3.   
Selection of Attorney to the Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners

Councilor Zemen nominated the law firm of Tauber, Westland, and Jasaitis, PC for appointment to serve as Town Council Attorney, Town Solicitor and Attorney to the Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners.


Councilor Herak moved that the nominations be closed and that the law firm of Tauber, Westland, and Jasaitis, PC be appointed to serve as Town Council Attorney, Town Solicitor and Attorney to the Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The law firm was appointed.

• Statutory Boards and Commissions

    Executive Appointments made by Town Council President

    Legislative or Fiscal Body Appointments made by Town Council

    1.   
Executive  Appointment to Advisory Board of Zoning Appeals (1)


One citizen member

Council President Dernulc announced his re-appointment of Steven Wagner, 3244 Maple Drive, Highland, Indiana for a four-year term on the Advisory Board of Zoning Appeals.

Unfinished Business and General Orders:

1. 
Proposed Ordinance No. 1346: An Ordinance Amending Provisions of the Compensation and Benefits Ordinance, particularly regarding use of Town Mobile/Cellular Phones by Certain Employees. Councilor Zemen introduced and filed Ordinance No. 1346. There was no further action.

2.   
Resolution No. 2007-01: A RESOLUTION of the FISCAL BODY of the TOWN of HIGHLAND APPROVING and FIXING the OFFICIAL CHARGES or FEES for INFORMATION and COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE MUNICIPALITY TO ITS EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS and OFFICES and ACCOUNTED in the INFORMATION and COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY FUND.

Councilor Zemen moved the passage and adoption of Resolution No. 2007-01. Councilor Helmer seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were three affirmatives and one negative.  With Councilors Zemen, Helmer and Dernulc voting in the affirmative and Councilor Herak voting in the negative, the motion passed. The resolution was adopted.

TOWN of HIGHLAND

Town Council Resolution No. 2007-01

A RESOLUTION of the FISCAL BODY of the TOWN of HIGHLAND APPROVING and FIXING the OFFICIAL CHARGES or FEES for INFORMATION and COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE MUNICIPALITY TO ITS EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS and OFFICES and ACCOUNTED in the INFORMATION and COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY FUND


WHEREAS, The Town Council of the Town of Highland serves as both the legislative and fiscal body of the municipality, all pursuant to I.C. 36-1-2-6, I.C.36-1-1-2-9 and I.C. 36-5-2-2;


WHEREAS, IC 36-1-3-2 and IC 36-1-3-6(b)(1) confer upon local units of government the powers that they need for the effective operation of government as to local affairs and prescribe the manner and form of enactment for any such exercise of power;


WHEREAS, The Highland Town Council did adopt and establish an Information and Communication Technology Fund, by adoption of Ordinance No. 1323, amending the Highland Municipal Code by adding a new section § 31.08, which provides for an internal service fund as an accounting entity to which the resources and costs associated with providing information and communication technology services to the municipality will be accounted; and,


WHEREAS, Section § 31.08 (F) (1) particularly provides that resources or revenue for these services supported by the internal service fund may consist of “(i)nterdepartmental charges, contributions, cost shares or assessments levied against funds or departments of the municipality to support the lawful purposes and budget of the Information and Communication Technology Fund;”


WHEREAS, Section § 31.08 (F) (1) (a) still further provides that the “charges and rates shall be developed and recommended by the proper officers of the municipality and fixed and approved by the Town Council;”

WHEREAS, The proper officers of the municipality have developed and now recommend charges and rates for FY 2007 to support the costs associated with the provision of information and communication technology services to the municipality and its several executive departments and utilities; and,


WHEREAS, The Town Council now desires to fix and adopt the charges and rates as recommended, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, as follows:


Section 1.

That the proper officer(s) of the municipality have developed and now recommend the following annual charge for services for the fiscal year 2007 as follows:


(a)
For information and communication technology services provided to the several departments reposited in the Corporation General Fund, the annual charge is allocated at 25% of costs or $42,836.768;


(b)
For information and communication technology services provided to the department reposited in the Park and Recreation Fund, the annual charge is allocated at 20% of costs or $34,269.42;

(c)
For information and communication technology services provided to the department reposited in the Redevelopment General Fund, the annual charge is allocated at 5% of costs or $8,567.36;

(d)
For information and communication technology services provided to the Waterworks Utility, the annual charge is allocated at 25% of costs or $42,836.78;


(e)
For information and communication technology services provided to the Wastewater/Stormwater Utility, the annual charge is allocated at 25% of costs or $42,836.78;

Section 2.

That the Town Council hereby finds and determines that the rates and charges as recommended are consistent with IC 36-1-3-8(a)(6), calculated to include reasonable costs associated with those purposes outlined in Section §31.08 (D) of the Highland Municipal Code;


Section 3. 
That the Town Council hereby now fixes and approves the annual rates and charges as set forth herein, and authorizes the municipal fiscal officer to take such lawful measures to charge and collect the fees herein, either as a single lump sum fee or collected periodically until fully collected, and then to deposit these charges into the Information and Communication Technology Fund;

.

Duly Resolved and Adopted this 8th Day of January 2007, by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 3 in favor and 1 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of 

HIGHLAND, INDIANA
/s/ Daniel Dernulc, President

Attest:
Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer
3.  Resolution No. 2007-02: A Resolution Authorizing Temporary Interfund Loans or Transfers Pursuant to IC 36-1-8-4 in the several debt service funds of the municipality.


Councilor Herak moved the passage and adoption of Resolution No. 2007-02. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The resolution was adopted.

Town of Highland

Resolution  No. 2007-02

A Resolution Authorizing Temporary Interfund Loans or Transfers Pursuant to IC 36-1-8-4 
Whereas, The Clerk-Treasurer has advised the Town Council that cash balances in the Parks District Bond and Lease Fund, the Corporation Bond and Interest Fund and the Redevelopment District Bond and Interest Fund, are not sufficient to meet its regular operating expenses of the funds prior to the receipt of the semi-annual distribution of ad-valorem revenues so it has become necessary to temporarily borrow money to enhance the fund; 

Whereas, The Clerk-Treasurer has advised that there is sufficient money on deposit to the credit of the Health Self-Insurance Fund that can be temporarily transferred;

Now, Therefore Be it Resolved by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana as follows:


Section 1.

That the amount of $68,851.00 be borrowed for the Park District Bond and Lease Fund with the amount of $68,851.00 to be loaned by the Health Self Insurance Fund;


Section 2.

That the amount of $2,617.00 be borrowed for the Corporation Bond and Interest Fund with the amount of $2,617.00 to be loaned by the Health Self Insurance Fund;


Section 3.

That the amount of $56,301.00 be borrowed for the Redevelopment District Bond and Interest Fund with the amount of $56,301.00 to be loaned by the Health Self Insurance Fund;

Section 4. 
That said loans in the aggregate amount of $127,769.00 be repaid to the Health Self Insurance Fund of the Town of Highland upon receipt of sufficient tax or other monies in the Park District Bond and Lease, Corporation Bond and Interest, and Redevelopment District Bond and Interest Funds with such loans to be repaid no later than December 31, 2007, subject to IC 36-1-8-4(b).

Duly Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, this 8th  day January 2007.  Having been passed by a vote of 4 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA
/s/ Daniel Dernulc, President IC 36-5-2-10

      
Attest:

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA


Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

4.   Authorization and instruction for proper officer to advertise for a public hearing on proposed additional appropriations in the Special Events Non-Reverting Operating Fund in the amount of $ 55,600.
Councilor Herak moved to authorize and instruct the proper officer to advertise as indicated. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The publication was authorized.

5.
Proposed Ordinance No. 1346: An Ordinance Amending Provisions of the Highland Municipal Code Regarding the Licensing of Businesses Operating in the Corporate Boundaries of the Town of Highland. Councilor Zemen introduced and filed Ordinance No. 1346. There was no further action.

Committee Reports

• 
Councilor Zemen reported that the Chamber of Commerce would hold its luncheon January 9, 2007.


Councilor Zemen reported that the Parks and Recreation Department Annual 12th Night Event conducted at Lincoln Community Center went well.

•
Councilor Herak commended the department heads for their work the prior year.


Councilor Herak reported through the Public Works Director that the DLZ Study of the Stormwater system was moving forward; On January 30 at Lincoln Community Center, DLZ would be hosting a public information gathering forum in support of its study. 

•
Councilor Helmer reported that Dan Buksa had been re-elected as Chairman of the Plan Commission.

•
Council President Dernulc reported that the Fire Department had responded to a NIPSCO Light or Transmission Line pole fire near 44th Street. 

Comments from the Public for Matters not on the Agenda

1.
Jim Milligan, 3148 Eder Street, Highland, inquired about his utility bill being estimated rather than reflecting a true reading. Mr. Milligan also inquired about the service dates for the wastewater treatment and the effective date of the increase to the Stormwater management fee. 


Mr. Milligan also inquired whether or not Councilor Joseph Wszolek was speaking for the Town Council when remarks attributed to Councilor Wszolek in the daily newspaper seemed to convey that renovation or reconstruction of the Municipal Building may be still a pending matter.

2.
Joe Bartok, XXXX Spring creek Drive, Highland, inquired about mud on Main Street owing to construction traffic from Schererville. 

3.
Glen Cox, a Highland Police Officer, inquired about the status of raises for police officers and municipal employees.


A colloquy ensued between and among the Town Council and Mr. Cox regarding the adequacy of the Metropolitan Police Department Budget for 2007, whether or not worker furloughs may be imminent and adequacy the force strength of the Town Metropolitan Police Department.

4.
Police Officer Seth Carlson, 9449 Spring Street, Highland, requested that the Town Council not make any reductions to force strength in the Metropolitan Police Department.

5.
Police Sergeant John Banasiak, 3041 100th Street, Highland, commented on delays he and other workers were experiencing in being recognized as enrolled in the newly selected group health insurance plan, of United Health Care.

Payment of Accounts Payable Vouchers. There being no further business from the floor, Councilor Helmer  moved to allow the accounts payable vouchers as filed on the pending pay docket, covering the period December 28, 2006 through to January 08, 2007.  Councilor Herak seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The accounts payable vouchers were allowed and the clerk-treasurer was authorized to make payment.

General Fund, $3,846,723.21; Motor Vehicle Highway and Street (MVH) Fund, $20,659.51; Law Enforcement Cont. Education and Supply Fund, $1,415.00; Corporation Bond and Interest Fund, $110,000.00; FSA Agency Fund, $3,128.31; Insurance Premium Fund, $87,650.20;Telephone Fund, $2,308.05; Information and Communications Technology Fund, $587.20; Municipal Cumulative Capital Development Fund, $678.20; General Improvement Fund, $7,637.27; Traffic Violations Agency Fund, $6,071.00; Safe Neighborhood Grant Fund, $1,199.15; Health Insurance Fund, $80,000.00; Gaming Revenue Sharing Fund, $42,161.89; Total: $4,210,218.99.
Adjournment. Councilor Helmer moved that the meeting be adjourned. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The regular meeting of the Town Council meeting of Monday, January 08, 2007 was adjourned at 7:59 O’clock p.m.

There was no study session following the meeting.

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer

