Memorandum of the Meeting

Regular Study Session/Meeting
Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland
Monday, June 4, 2007
The regular study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland was convened at the regular place, the Highland Municipal, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana, in the plenary meeting room on Monday, June 4, 2007 at the regular time, 7:00 o’clock p.m. 
Roll Call: Councilors Joseph Wszolek, Robert Helmer, and Bernie Zemen were present. Councilor Dan Dernulc and Mark Herak were present arriving at 7:40 p.m. The Clerk-Treasurer Michael W. Griffin was present to memorialize the proceedings. A quorum was attained. 
Also present: Richard Underkofler, Town Manager; Peter T. Hojnicki, Metropolitan Police Chief; and Ed Dabrowski of the park and Recreation Board were also present.
General Substance of Matters Discussed

1.
The Town Council discussed informally with a woman resident, her son and daughter about the possibility of barring skateboards on public ways. She hoped that there would be no ban. She further hoped that perhaps at some point consideration would be given to designating a section in the parks for skateboarding or at some point constructing a skate board park.
2.
The Town Council and the Town Manager discussed a draft ordinance to amend the Highland Municipal Code to regulate the use of Fireworks in Highland consistent with recent amendments to State law. The draft was an adaptation of an ordinance from Schererville.
3. 
The Town Council and the Town Manager discussed a draft series of ordinances prohibiting skateboarding in the downtown area and near the Town Hall. The Town Council discussion included the rationale for such regulation whether or not it was informed by preservation of property, safety of persons or both. It was noted that the regulation would serve both public purposes. The Town Council engaged in informal mark-up.
4.
The Town Council and the Town Manager discussed with the Metropolitan Police Chief the concept of regulating by ordinance the occurrence of graffiti, requiring property owners to remove the graffiti. The Metropolitan Police Chief advocated some form of ordinance establishing some requirement. The discussion included whether or not the removal of graffiti is placed upon the public workforce, whether or not there is a hold harmless associated with this action, and how to define the graffiti as opposed from art or other protected expression or speech. The discussion also included the adaptation of the City of Hammond ordinance which presently regulates graffiti in the city. The Town Council determined to consider the concept at a future meeting.

The Metropolitan Police Chief departed at this time.

5.
The Town Council and the Town Manager discussed a written report prepared by the Public Works Director regarding the schedule of preservation paving of streets for FY 2007. In addition to the 4.45 miles of public way listed for paving preservation, the report identified streets without curbs and some that will be funded from other sources. The Town Manger indicated that the public works director was seeking guidance on the no curb streets. The Public Works Director, while wishing to repave these streets, suggested that there should be also work to install curbs and sidewalks if needed as well.

The
preliminary report represented an estimated project cost of $650,124 for the preservation paving and concrete work. These do not include reconstruction.
6.
The Town Council and the Town Manager discussed whether or not there should be a sense of council resolution or some other expression related to the recent state law that will not allow for a growth quotient for Lake County local government without the imposition of a county-wide income tax. In addition, there was a discussion regarding the County wide board of review as well.
7.
The Town Council discussed whether or not to close the Municipal Building related to the pending wedding of the Town Clerk-Treasurer slated for June 22, 2007 at 3:00 o’clock.
8.
The Town Council discussed whether or not there could be an expansion of the responsibilities of the volunteers. The Town Council discussed whether or not the payable offenses in the ordinance violation bureau should be modified upward. 
9.
The Town Council discussed the status of the pending ordinance regarding the levels of contributions for the health savings accounts for workers who opt for the high deducible option in the group health insurance plan.
10.
The Town Council discussed the merits of acting to grant a license to encroach to Langel’s for its proposed alfresco restaurant expansion, subject to the approval by the Advisory Board of Zoning Appeals. The matter is pending before ABZA for a required variance. The discussion included whether or not the Town Council acting prior to the action of the ABZA would be unduly influencing the ABZA, noting that it was a quasi judicial board. It was determined to leave the matter until the ABZA acts. 
11.
The Town Council discussed fixing the date for the public hearing on the proposed assessments for the Branton Avenue General Improvement District on June 25, 2007.
12.
The Town Council discussed fixing the date for the public hearing on setting the date for the hearing on fixing the economic revitalization target area for July 9, 2007.

13.
The Town Council and the Town Manager discussed a pending proposal for settlement on the pending Goubeaux lawsuit against the Town disputing its denial of a zoning change request. The Town Council attorney was seeking direction from the Town Council regarding the matter whether it should be litigated or settled. 
14. The Town Council discussed the provisions regarding the requirement to maintain grass length and what lots were subject to the rules.
There was no further discussion or matters before the board. The regular study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland of Monday, June 4, 2007 was adjourned at 9:48 o’clock p.m.

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer
Page 3 of 3

