Memorandum of the Meeting

Regular Study Session/Meeting
Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland
Monday, February 19, 2007
The regular study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland was convened at the regular place, the Highland Municipal, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana, in the plenary room on Monday, February 19, 2007 at the regular time, 7:00 o’clock p.m. 
Roll Call: Councilors Dan Dernulc, Joseph Wszolek, Robert Helmer, Mark Herak and Bernie Zemen were present. The Clerk-Treasurer Michael W. Griffin was present to memorialize the proceedings. A quorum was attained. 
Also present: Richard Underkofler, Town Manager. 

General Substance of Matters Discussed

1.
The Town Council discussed the request presented by William Vargo for the Town to establish a Tree Commission.  The discussion included concern for the budgetary needs for such a venture. The discussion included whether or not an ordinance should be enacted to deal with restrictions or regulations regarding what species is planted, whether or not there should be restrictions on removal. A follow-up with Mr. Vargo regarding obtaining additional information was suggested.
 2.
The Town Council discussed a suggestion from Councilor Wszolek regarding determining a proper expression of the appreciation of the Town Council for all the hands voluntary and otherwise who assisted the residents with the recent floods from September 14, 2006. Councilor Wszolek elected to prepare a draft sense of the Town Council ordinance.
3.
The Town Manager inquired of the Town Council when the costs for contractors’ debris from post flood remodeling would be moved from the Sewage 
4.
The Town Council discussed the enrolled draft of a mobile/portable phone policy governing the use of Town provided phones. This is currently captured in introduced Ordinance No. 1345.
5.
The Town Council discussed the introduced Ordinance No. 1346 which has failed for the last two readings.  The ordinance would require business licensing. The Town Council elected to discuss this at its next study session.
6.
The Town Council discussed the introduced ordinances dealing with establishing the Salary Support Administrator and the Special Patrol Zone ordinance.

The Town Council discussed the issue of the liability being placed upon the Town under the terms of the ordinance dealing with special patrol zones and the related agreement.
7.
The Town Council discussed the issue of dissolving the Joint Ambulance Board with the Town of Munster and Highland. This would be a step toward the amendment of the current Interlocal Cooperation Agreement for ambulance service. The discussion included whether or not this should be placed at the hands of the Metropolitan Police Chief or the Fire Chief.

The Town Council discussed the issue of what was believed to be an unauthorized increase in the ambulance billing fees by Prompt Ambulance, the current ambulance provider.

The Town Council discussed whether or not the Public Ambulance services 

8.
The Town Council discussed the recent rescue of bed-ridden residents who were extricated from a house by police officers who responded first. The conversation involved a concern about whether or not any safety gear should be provided for police officers.
9.
The Town Council discussed the recent letter from the Town of Griffith commending assistance provided by two Highland public works employees, Kevin Huzzie and Rob Wojcik. The Town Council President indicated that he would prepare a letter of commendation to the workers.
10.
The Town Council discussed the proposed matters for the Town of Highland Town Council meeting of 22 February 2007. There was a brief discussion regarding the several additional appropriations hearings before the Town Council for the Parks Non-Reverting Capital Fund, the Municipal Cumulative Street Fund, the Gaming Revenue Street Fund, and the Motor Vehicle Highway Fund.
11.
The Town Council discussed briefly the memorandum of understanding with the Sand Ridge Audubon Society and the Redevelopment Commission related to the development of the Little Calumet River Island.


The Town Council and the Town Manager discussed a provision related to whether or not there should be an effort to obtain a significant barrier of 275 yards to preserve the Blue Heron Rookery.

There was no further discussion or matters before the board. The regular study session of the Twenty-Fifth Town Council of Highland of Monday, February 19, 2007 was adjourned at 8:45 o’clock p.m.

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer
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