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Memorandum of the Meeting 

For the Twenty-Fifth Highland Town Council

Regular Study Session 

Monday, February 5, 2007 

Study Session. The Twenty Fifth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in a regular study on Monday, February 5, 2007 at 7:00 PM in the Council Chambers, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana. 

Silent Roll Call: Councilors Dan Dernulc, Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak and Joseph Wszolek were present. Councilor Robert Helmer was absent. Clerk-Treasurer Michael W. Griffin was not present to record the proceedings owing to illness. A quorum was attained.

Town Manager Richard Underkofler was present and maintained notes from which this memorandum was prepared. Other persons present were: Chuck Haber, NWI Times, Dan Stombaugh, Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners, George Georgeff, Deputy Police Commander, Judith Mayer, Ed Dabrowski, Bill Vargo and Joe Bartok. 

General Substance of Matters Discussed: 

1.
Judith Mayer and Ed Dabrowski presented to the Town Council a status report on work in progress to create a town web site. 

2.
Bill Vargo presented a request for the Town Council to consider establishing a Tree Commission. 

3.
The Town Council discussed and asked that the following appointments be placed on the agenda for the 2/12/07 Business Meeting:


• Executive Appointment to the Municipal Plan Commission (1)

    
• Executive Appointment to Waterworks Board of Directors (1)

             

Three-year term to succeed incumbent Ed Golumbeck


• Executive Appointment to Board of Sanitary Commissioners (1)


• Legislative Appointments to Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners (2)

The Town Council President indicated that he might make some of the executive appointments prior to the business meeting. He further expressed his desire to postpone making appointments to the Board of the Lake County Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Joint Ambulance Board with Munster. 

4. 
The Town Council discussed the several committee assignments and liaison assignments. After informal discussion, the following assignments were tentatively formulated:


Councilor Bernie Zemen expressed his consent to serve as liaison to the Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners and the Park and Recreation Board.


Councilor Mark Herak expressed his consent to serve as the Fire Department Personnel Committee and as liaison to the Waterworks Board. 


Councilor Robert Helmer expressed his consent to serve as Board of Sanitary Commissioners Liaison.


Councilor Joseph Wszolek expressed his consent to serve as liaison to the Advisory Board of Zoning Appeals, the Building & Inspection Department and the Highland Chamber of Commerce. 


Town Council President Daniel Dernulc expressed his consent to serve as Finance Committee Chair, the VIP Committee and the Redevelopment Commission Liaison.

5.
The Town Council discussed these following topics in connection with their appearance on the agenda for the 2/12/07 Business Meeting: 


(a)
Executive Proclamation for Tri Kappa Week (Griffin)


(b)
Appropriation Enactment 2007-03 establishing a 2007 budget for the Special Event Non-Reverting Fund (Underkofler)


(c)
Introduced Ordinance 1346: Prescribing business license registration and establishing a license fee (Underkofler) 


(d)
Introduced Ordinance 1348: Providing explicit enabling authority to furnish meals for firefighters called out to respond to emergency conditions or to participate in emergency response training (Griffin) 

(e)
Board of Works Order No. 2007-02: Declaring surplus and authorizing disposal of obsolete turn out clothing by donation to Hearts in Motion, Inc. a not-for-profit faith based organization, which intends to distribute the equipment for use by firefighters in South America (Timmer) 


(f)
Council Decision Request: Renewing employee group dental insurance policies with Guardian and First Commonwealth for a one year term commencing March 1, 2007 (Underkofler) 


(g)
Proposed Ordinance: Amending the Municipal Code regarding establishment of Special Police Patrol Zones by agreement with a property owner willing to pay user charges for security services (Griffin)  


(h)
Proposed Resolution: Authorizing an agreement with Diversified Developers Realty for security services provided at Highland Grove Mall by the Highland Police Department (Underkofler) 


(i)
Proposed Ordinance: Amending the Wage & Salary, Compensation and Benefits Ordinances to provide explicit authority for a Support Services Administrator position in the Highland Police Department @ $1,615.38 bi-weekly compensation and a $150.00 per quarter clothing allowance as authorized by an employment agreement with Kenneth Balon approved in September 2006 (Griffin) 


(j)
Board of Works Order No. 2007-03: Declaring surplus and authorizing disposal of Engine No. 7, a 1962 American LaFrance Pumper Fire Truck (Timmer)


(k)
Council Decision Request: Authorizing the Public Works Director to accept a $11,464 proposal from Midwestern Electric for traffic signal annual maintenance services (Bach)  


(l)
Council Decision Request: Authorizing the Clerk-Treasurer to give notice of proposed supplemental appropriations: $10,000 for tax anticipation warrant interest expense in the Parks & Recreation Fund and $25,000 in the Redevelopment Fund for consultant services to formulate design standards for a proposed new zoning district coterminous with the Redevelopment Area (Brown & Petro) 

6.
The Town Council discussed the status report from the Town Manager regarding plans for the 4th of July Special Event.

7.
The Town Council discussed a report from the Clerk-Treasurer regarding a shortfall of property tax receipts over the last three years due to tax appeals and differences between the Certified Assessed Value compared to the Abstract Assessed Value.

8.
The Town Council discussed a status report from the Town Manager regarding a draft Memorandum of Understanding with the Sand Ridge Audubon Society and the Little Calumet River Basin Development Commission supporting habitat protection and restoration along and adjacent to the Little Calumet River. 

9.
The Town Council discussed holding its regularly scheduled study session on Monday, February 19th, the President’s Day Holiday. It was determined that it would proceed as scheduled.

Adjournment: There being no further matters to discuss, the Town Council study meeting of Monday, February 5, 2007 meeting stood adjourned at 10:00 PM.

This meeting memorandum was prepared from contemporaneous notes compiled by Town Manager owing to the absence due to illness of the Clerk-Treasurer. 

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer

