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Enrolled Minutes of the Third Regular Meeting 

Of the Twenty-Sixth Highland Town Council

Monday, February 11, 2008

Study Session. 
The Twenty Sixth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in a study session preceding the regular meeting on Monday, February 11, 2008 at 6:30 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana.

Silent Roll Call: Councilors Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Brian Novak and Konnie Kuiper were present.  Councilor Dan Vassar was absent owing to a work commitment. The Clerk-Treasurer, Michael W. Griffin was present to memorialize the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

General Substance of Matters Discussed.

1.
The Town Council discussed the imminent agenda

2.
The Town Council discussed particularly Ordinance No. 1384,1375-C, authorizing an additional full-time worker for the Building and Inspection Department.

3.
The Town Council discussed proposed Ordinance No.1385, regarding amendments to the structure of the Special Events Advisory Committee. The Town Council determined to remove the matter to be taken up at a future time, by general consent.

4.
The Town Council, under general consent, elected instruct that the standing study session of Monday February 18, 2008 be given an early start time of 6:30 p.m. and notice given to permit the legislative body to vote, in the event that the Town Council desired to appoint the legislative members of the Redevelopment commission.

The study session ended at 7:00 O’clock p.m.

Regular Meeting.  The Twenty Sixth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in its regular session on Monday, February 11, 2008 at 7:03 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the plenary meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana. 

The Town Council President Bernie Zemen presided and the Town Clerk-Treasurer was present to memorialize the proceedings.

The session was opened with Councilor Mark Herak leading the pledge of allegiance to the United States Flag and offering a prayer.

Roll Call: Councilors Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Brian Novak and Konnie Kuiper were present.  Councilor Dan Vassar was absent owing to a work commitment. The Clerk-Treasurer, Michael W. Griffin was present to memorialize the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

Additional Officials Present: David Westland, Attorney from Tauber and Westland, PC; John M. Bach, Public Works Director; Peter T. Hojnicki, Metropolitan Police Chief; Kenneth J. Mika, Building Commissioner; William R. Timmer, CFOD, Fire Chief; Cecile Petro, Redevelopment Director and Alex M. Brown, CPRP, Parks and Recreation Superintendent.

Leroy Fassett of the Shared Ethics Advisory Commission; Lisa Gauthier, of the Special Events Advisory Committee; George Vande Werken of the Economic Development Commission and John Koval of the Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners was also present.

Minutes of the Previous Session

The minutes of the regular meeting of 28 January 2008 were approved by general consent.

Comments from the Public for Topics on the Agenda

This portion of the Town Council Meeting is reserved for persons who desire to address the Town Council.  Depending on the nature of he comments, the Town Council may direct the staff to address the topic or follow-up on matters that may arise from public comments. Persons addressing the Town Council are requested to limit their presentations to three (3) minutes and to try to avoid repetitious comments.
There were no comments.

Staff Reports: The Council received the following reports as information for the record: 
• Building & Inspection Report for January 2008
	Permit Type
	No.
	Residential
	Commercial
	Est. Cost
	Fees

	Single Family
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Duplex/Condo
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Commercial
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Residential Addit/Remodel
	28
	28
	0
	$196,110.00
	$3,988.00

	Commercial Addit/Remodel
	5
	0
	5
	$218,848.00
	$3,069.00

	Sheds 
	0
	0
	0
	$0.000
	$0.00     

	Fences
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Garage
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Swimming Pools
	0
	0
	0
	
	$0.00

	Misc. Permits
	4
	4
	0
	$33,841.00
	$584.00

	Misc. Razing Permits
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Signs
	0
	0
	0
	$0.00
	$0.00

	Fire Repair 
	0
	0
	0
	$0
	$0

	Total:
	37
	32
	5
	$448,799.00
	$7,641.00

	Electrical Permits
	17
	9
	8
	
	$3,146.00

	Plumbing Permits
	6
	5
	1
	
	$731.50

	Water Meters
	1
	1
	0
	
	$100.00

	Water Taps
	1
	1
	0
	
	$200.00

	Sewer Taps
	2
	2
	0
	
	$600.00

	Total:
	10
	9
	1
	
	$1,631.50


January Code Enforcement:
110 warnings issued and 13 citations were issued.

There were 19 final building inspections, 6 plumbing inspections, and 15 electrical inspections. There was  1 electrical exam given. 

• Fire Department Report for January 2008
	
	Month
	Y.T.D.
	Previous Y.T.D.
	Task Hours

	General Alarms
	0
	0
	9
	 

	Car Fires
	0
	0
	0
	 

	Still Alarms
	0
	0
	14
	 

	Ambulance calls
	0
	0
	0
	 


• Workplace Safety Report for January 2008
There were two incidents reported in January. The following incident summary was filed:

	Department
	Injuries this Month
	Year to Date

2008
	Total in 2007
	Restricted Days 2008
	Lost Workdays

This Year
	Restricted Days Last Year (2007)
	Lost Workdays Last Year (2007)

	Parks
	0
	0
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Fire
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Police
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	55
	70

	Street
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Water & Sewer
	2
	2
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Maint.
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Other
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0

	TOTALS:
	2
	2
	24
	0
	0
	55
	70


Effective January 1, 2002, OSHA changed the record keeping guidelines. The municipality now counts the number of days lost from the day after the injury until the employee returns to work. Weekend, holidays, vacation days or other days scheduled off are included in the lost days count to a maximum of 180 days.

Appointments:

• Statutory Boards and Commissions

    Executive Appointments made by Town Council President

    Legislative or Fiscal Body Appointments made by Town Council

1.  
Executive Appointment to Municipal Plan Commission (1). The Town Council President announced his appointment of Jim Slagle (D) , 3504 Eder Place , Highland to a citizen member of the Municipal Plan Commission.

2. 
Legislative Appointments to Municipal Plan Commission (1 of 3). 

    
 (Council appointed Bernie Zemen and Dan Vassar Jan 1 as members) Councilor Herak moved to appoint Dan Grimmer, a Highland Fire fighter, 9525 Manor Drive , Highland, as a member of the municipal plan commission. Councilor Novak seconded. Upon  a roll call vote, there were 4 affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. Mr. Grimmer was appointed.

3.
Executive Appointments to Waterworks Board of Directors  (2) The Town Council President announced the re-appointment of Keith Bruxvoort (R), 9038 Liable Road, Highland and appointment of George Georgeff (D), 2251 Oakdale, Highland to the Board of Waterworks Directors.

Unfinished Business and General Orders:

1.
Resolution No. 2008-04: A RESOLUTION of the FISCAL BODY of the TOWN of HIGHLAND APPROVING and FIXING the OFFICIAL CHARGES or FEES for INFORMATION and COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE MUNICIPALITY TO ITS EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS and OFFICES and ACCOUNTED in the INFORMATION and COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY FUND.

 This resolution implements terms set forth in Section §31.08 of the Highland Municipal Code governing the newly enacted Information and Communication Technology Fund. During the adoption of the annual budget, the fund was properly advertised and appropriations were adopted. As an internal service fund, its revenues are derived from charges fixed by the Town Council for the services it provides to the several departments of the municipality

Councilor Herak moved the passage and adoption of Resolution No. 2008-04. Councilor Novak seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The resolution was adopted.

TOWN of HIGHLAND

Town Council Resolution No. 2008-04

A RESOLUTION of the FISCAL BODY of the TOWN of HIGHLAND APPROVING and FIXING the OFFICIAL CHARGES or FEES for INFORMATION and COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE MUNICIPALITY TO ITS EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS and OFFICES and ACCOUNTED in the INFORMATION and COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY FUND


WHEREAS, The Town Council of the Town of Highland serves as both the  legislative and fiscal body of the municipality, all pursuant to I.C. 36-1-2-6, I.C.36-1-1-2-9 and I.C. 36-5-2-2;


WHEREAS, IC 36-1-3-2 and IC 36-1-3-6(b)(1) confer upon local units of government the powers that they need for the effective operation of government as to local affairs and prescribe the manner and form of enactment for any such exercise of power;


WHEREAS, The Highland Town Council did adopt and establish an Information and Communication Technology Fund, by adoption of Ordinance No. 1323, amending the Highland Municipal Code by adding a new section § 31.08, which provides for an internal service fund as an accounting entity to which the resources and costs associated with providing information and communication technology services to the municipality will be accounted; and,


WHEREAS, Section § 31.08 (F) (1) particularly provides that resources or revenue for these services supported by the internal service fund may consist of “(i)nterdepartmental charges, contributions, cost shares or assessments levied against funds or departments of the municipality to support the lawful purposes and budget of the Information and Communication Technology Fund;”


WHEREAS, Section § 31.08 (F) (1) (a) still further provides that the “charges and rates shall be developed and recommended by the proper officers of the municipality and fixed and approved by the Town Council;”

WHEREAS, The proper officers of the municipality have developed and now recommend charges and rates for FY 2008 to support the costs associated with the provision of information and communication technology services to the municipality and its several executive departments and utilities; and,


WHEREAS, The Town Council now desires to fix and adopt the charges and rates as recommended, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, as follows:


Section 1.
That the proper officer(s) of the municipality have developed and now recommend the following annual charge for services for the fiscal year 2008 as follows:


(a)
For information and communication technology services provided to the several departments reposited in the Corporation General Fund, the annual charge is allocated at 25% of costs or $45,231.61;


(b)
For information and communication technology services provided to the department reposited in the Park and Recreation Fund, the annual charge is allocated at 20% of costs or $36,185.29;

(c)
For information and communication technology services provided to the department reposited in the Redevelopment General Fund, the annual charge is allocated at 5% of costs or $9,046.32;

(d)
For information and communication technology services provided to the Waterworks Utility, the annual charge is allocated at 25% of costs or $45,231.61;


(e)
For information and communication technology services provided to the Wastewater/Stormwater Utility, the annual charge is allocated at 25% of costs or $$45,231.61;

Section 2.
That the Town Council hereby finds and determines that the rates and charges as recommended are consistent with IC 36-1-3-8(a)(6), calculated to include reasonable costs associated with those purposes outlined in Section §31.08 (D) of the Highland Municipal Code;


Section 3. 
That the Town Council hereby now fixes and approves the annual rates and charges as set forth herein, and authorizes the municipal fiscal officer to take such lawful measures to charge and collect the fees herein, either as a single lump sum fee or collected periodically until fully collected, and then to deposit these charges into the Information and Communication Technology Fund;

.

Duly Resolved and Adopted this 11th  Day of February 2008, by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 4 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of 

HIGHLAND, INDIANA
________________________________________

Bernie Zemen, President

Attest:

____________________________________________

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer
2.  
Works Board Order No. 2008-04: An Order of the Works Board Approving the Lease-rental agreement with Pitney Bowes for the Postage Metering Device.


Councilor Novak moved the passage and adoption of the Works Board Order No. 2008-04. Councilor Kuiper seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The order was adopted.

Town of Highland

Board of Works

Order of the Works Board 2008-04
An ORDER of the WORKS BOARD APPROVING and AUTHORIZING the Town Clerk-Treasurer to Enter into a Lease- Agreement for ONE PITNEY BOWES POSTAGE METERING DEVICE, pursuant to IC 5-22 and §31.18(C) of the Municipal Code.


WHEREAS, The Town of Highland, through its Town Council, has determined that a need exists to continue to utilize a postage metering device to provide efficient postal metering service to the several departments of the Town, pursuant to Highland Municipal Code, Section 31.17(A);


WHEREAS, The Town Clerk-Treasurer is the purchasing agent for the several executive departments of the Town, all pursuant to Highland Municipal Code, Section 31.19(D)(10);


WHEREAS, The Town of Highland through its Office of the Clerk-Treasurer has substantially complied with the provisions of the Highland Municipal Code, Section 31.20 (G)(2), having ascertained that both the total lease rental price of the equipment sought and the annual payments under the considered lease rental agreement are less than the recorded quote threshold of $25,000;


WHEREAS, The Town of Highland through its Office of the Clerk-Treasurer did received a lease rental agreement renewal proposal offered at less than the current lease agreement;


WHEREAS, The Town of Highland through its Office of the Clerk-Treasurer did review this renewal offer from  Pitney Bowes for a forty-eight (48) month lease rental agreement for a DM300 C System Postage Metering Devise and US Postal Scale found its price reasonable, lower than the current cost of service, and recommends its approval; and


WHEREAS, As purchasing agency for the Office of the Clerk-Treasurer and several executive departments of the Town, the Highland Town Council must approve any leases rental agreement with duration of greater than on year, all pursuant to the Highland Municipal Code, Sections 31.17 (A)(1), (A)(9), Section 31.18(C) and 31.19(B)(1)(a);


WHEREAS, There are sufficient and available appropriation and cash balances on credit to the proper Funds for 2008 to support the rental payments under the terms of the proposed agreement and the issuance of a purchase order, all pursuant to I.C. 5-22-17-3(e) and I.C. 5-22-18-5;


WHEREAS, The Town Council wishes now to act on the proposed lease rental agreement now presented, 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Indiana as follows:


Section 1. 
That Lease with Rental Agreement as presented by Pitney Bowes for a forty-eight (48) month lease rental agreement for a DM300 C System Postage Metering Devise and US Postal Scale is hereby accepted and approved in each and every respect;


Section 2. 
That the proposed lease rental charges presented in the offer, providing a monthly payment of $108 is reasonable and fair;


Section 3. 
That the Town Clerk-Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to execute the agreement and any additional documents in order to implement the terms of this accepted offer;

Section 4. 
That when the fiscal body of the governmental body makes a written determination that funds are not appropriated or otherwise available to support continuation of performance of a contract:

(a)
the contract is considered canceled;and

(b) 
a determination by the fiscal body that funds are not appropriated or otherwise available to support continuation of performance is final and conclusive all pursuant to IC 5-22-17-5.


Section 5. 
That the Clerk-Treasurer is hereby authorized to expend appropriated funds as budgeted in order to support and implement the agreement.


Be it So Ordered

Duly, Adopted and ORDERED by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, acting as the Board of Works, this 11th  day of February 2008 having passed by a vote of 4 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of 

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

_____________________________________

Bernie Zemen, President (IC 36-5-2-10)

Attest:

___________________________________________________

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

3.
Proposed Ordinance No. 1384.1375-C: An Ordinance to Amend the Wage and Salary Ordinance to provide for elimination of part-time clerks and authorization of 1 full-time clerk in the Building and Inspection Department. The Building Commissioner seeks authority to recruit for a full-time clerk to succeed a part-time clerk who recently resigned to enable more delegation of the administrative functions of the department. The intent is to train the newly hired clerk to succeed the Secretary of the Building Department when she retires. A salary range between $7.25 and $12.50 per hour is requested for the full-time clerk position with the authority to start the new hire at $10.00 per hour depending upon qualifications and experience. The proposed wage and benefit expense incidental to this request is within the limits of the 2008 budget approved for the department. This matter was considered by the Twenty-fifth Town Council at its final meeting and failed to earn a dispositive majority.

Councilor Herak introduced and moved consideration on the first evening of introduction Ordinance No. 1384.1375-C. Councilor Kuiper seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a unanimous vote being necessary, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance could be considered.


Councilor Herak moved the passage and adoption of Ordinance No. 1384.1375-C on the first evening of introduction Ordinance No. 1384.1375-C. Councilor Novak seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a two-thirds vote being necessary, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The ordinance could be considered.

ORDINANCE No. 1384.1375-C

of the

TOWN of HIGHLAND, INDIANA

AN ORDINANCE to AMEND THE ORDINANCE FIXING THE WAGE and SALARY RATES of the EMPLOYEES of the TOWN of HIGHLAND, INDIANA for 2008.

WHEREAS, Title 36, Article 1 Chapter 4 of the Indiana Code confers certain general corporate powers on the several units of government in Indiana;


WHEREAS, Section fifteen of that chapter specifically provides that a unit of government may fix the level of compensation of its officers and employees; and


WHEREAS, I.C. 36-5-3-2 further provides in pertinent part that the town legislative body shall provide reasonable compensation for the other town officers and employees;


WHEREAS, 
I.C. 36-5-3-2(b), still further provides that the Town Legislative body shall, by ordinance fix the compensation of its own members and the Town Clerk-Treasurer;


WHEREAS, 
I.C. 36-5-3-2(c) still further provides that the compensation of an elected town officer may not be changed in the year for which it is fixed, nor may it be reduced below the amount fixed for the previous year; and


WHEREAS, 
The Town Council of the Town of Highland, as the town legislative body, acted to fix the compensation of its elected officers, appointed officers and employees of the Town for the year ensuing, by passage and adoption or Ordinance No. 1375;


WHEREAS, 
The Town Council of the Town of Highland has been advised that modification to certain provisions of Ordinance No. 1375, as amended, would be desirable;


WHEREAS, 
The Town Council of the Town of Highland, as the town legislative body, now desires to modify and fix the compensation of its elected officers, appointed officers and employees of the Town for the year ensuing and to further perfect the wage and salary ordinance,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, that the Wages, Salaries, and special detail levels of the Officers and Employees of the Town of Highland, are hereby established and fixed, pursuant to the provisions indicated herein and as follows:


Provision One:
That the Section 8 of Ordinance No. 1375 as amended, be repealed in its entirety and replaced with a new Section  which shall be numbered Section 8 and  read as follows:

Section 8.
That subject to the provisions of this ordinance, the salary and wages for the non-elected officers and employees of the Town of Highland are hereby fixed for its Engineering and Inspection Department as follows:

(a) Supervisory/Enforcement Employees








Starting 

Incumbent

Rate

Rate

Chief Inspector/Building Commissioner ( 1 )




$2,225.12 bi-weekly;

Assistant Inspectors:


Ordinance Enforcement (part-time)


$10-$20 per hr.

Assistant Inspector for Electrical (part-time)



$ 20.00 per hr.



Assistant Inspector for Plumbing (part-time) 
$15 for each one-unit plumbing examination proctored as provided in  §210.074;




$21 for each inspection performed as described in § 210.066(G) of the Highland Municipal Code.

(b) Associate Employees and Staff








Starting 

Incumbent

Rate

Rate



Inspection Secretary

( 1 )


$15.12

$15.12 per hr.



Inspection Clerk

( 1 )



$ 7.25 - $12.50 per hr.
The Building Commissioner is authorized for the initial appointment to the newly created position of Inspection Clerk to set the pay from its starting rate up to but not over $10.00 per hour without additional approval of the Town Council.

Provision Two: 
That this Ordinance shall become effective on adoption and shall remain in full force and effect from and after that date once this ordinance is passed and adopted, pursuant to any effective dates herein described and until its repeal or amendment by subsequent enactment;

Introduced and Filed on the 11th   day of February 2008. Consideration on same day or at same meeting of introduction sustained a vote of 4 in favor and 0 opposed, pursuant to IC 36-5-2-9.8.

DULY ORDAINED and ADOPTED this 11th  Day of February 2008, by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 4 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

__________________________________________

Bernie Zemen, President (IC 36-5-2-10)

Attest:

_______________________________________________

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

4.
Works Board Order No. 2008-05: An Order of the Works Board Approving the contribution of 40 recycling bins for the use by Warren Elementary School. Councilor Novak moved the passage and adoption of Works Board Order No. 2008-05. Councilor Kuiper seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The order was adopted.

The Town  of Highland

Works Board Order No. 2008-05

An Order Authorizing and Approving a Contribution of 40 Recycling Bins to the Warren Elementary School in support of its Classroom Recycling Initiative.


Whereas, 
The Town Council for the Town of Highland is the Legislative and Fiscal Body of the Municipality as well as the works board pursuant to IC 36-1-2 et seq.,and


Whereas, 
Warren Elementary School of Highland, through its Principal has requested that a voluntary contribution of 40 recycling bins be made by the Town of Highland to the school to support its efforts at recycling and waste stream reduction in each of classroom; and


Whereas, 
Under its authority of IC 36-1-3, The Town passed and adopted Section §33.03 of the Highland Municipal Code which provides in pertinent part that the Town Council is authorized to budget and appropriate funds from the general fund of the town to pay the expenses incurred in promoting the best interests of the town  and that  such expenses may include, but not necessarily be limited to those incurred in developing relations with other units of government or any other expenses of civic or governmental nature deemed by the Town Council to be in the interests of the Town; and


Whereas, 
Section §31.04(B) of the Highland Municipal Code, which references the purposes of the resources of the Solid Waste District Grant Fund, provides in pertinent part that the “… fund is dedicated and established to provide funds for programs of the municipality that are consistent with the terms of the Lake County Solid Waste District Management Twenty-Year Plan, and to support the on-going integrated, community-based solid waste management program, combining elements of residential solid waste collection, promoting waste stream reduction through recycling, and encouraging the use of recycled materials; and


Whereas, 
The Town Council has reviewed the matter, and in the interest of goodwill, comity and the promotion of waste stream reduction, now desires to make an elective contribution to Warren Elementary School as requested by its principal;


Now Therefore Be it hereby Ordered  by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana; 


Section 1. 
That Warren Elementary School, 2901 100th Street, Highland, Indiana, in the interest of goodwill and comity and in support of its efforts promoting waste stream reduction through recycling, now be granted, as requested,  an elective contribution of forty (40) recycling bins used by the town as part of its curb side recycling program, and valued in the amount of two hundred forty dollars ($240.00) in support Warren Elementary School’s classroom recycling initiative;

Section 2. 
That the Public Works Director be authorized and instructed to deliver to Warren Elementary School forty (40) recycling bins, either from existing supply on hand or obtained from a future order, paid from the resources of the Solid Waste District Grant Fund;


Section 3.

That the Town Council hereby finds and determines that such an expense promotes the laudable interests of the Town, supports more perfect relations with other participating member units of government and is a lawful expense supporting activities which are of a civic or governmental nature;

Section 4.

That the Town Council further finds and determines that the activities and expenses as described herein, while not paid from the Corporation General Fund, are uses and expenditures consistent with the purposes of the Solid Waste District Grant Fund, and are accordingly approved;


Section 5.
That the proper officers are hereby authorized and directed to take such lawful measures as may be necessary and desirable to carryout the purposes of this order.


Be it so Ordered.

Duly, Passed and Ordered by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, acting as the Works Board, this 11th day of February 2008 having passed by a vote of 4 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

_____________________________________

Bernie Zemen, President (IC 36-5-2-10)
Attest:
_________________________________________________

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

5. 
Action of the Town Council as appointing authority to consider approval of the Annual Conflict of Interest Disclosure Statement filed by Ed Dabrowski, proprietor of CBL Consulting, Inc. which provides Information Technology services for the Municipality. Mr. Dabrowski is also a member of the Park and Recreation Board. This filing is pursuant to IC å35-44-1-3. Councilor Herak moved to approve the Conflicts of Interest Disclosure Statement filed by Ed Dabrowski. Councilor Kuiper seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The statement was approved.

6.
Proposed Ordinance No. 1385: An Ordinance to Amend the Subchapter styled as Special Events Advisory Committee, Chapter 30 of the Highland Municipal Code.

            This ordinance if adopted repeals the existing Special Events Advisory Committee and re-establishes it, expanding its membership from the current seven to up to 21 members, and provides for an executive board. During a recent study session, the Town Council discussed  these prospective changes.

Under general consent, Ordinance No. 1385 was deferred for future consideration.

Committee Reports

Councilor Mark Herak: Advisory Board of Zoning Appeals Liaison • Board of Sanitary Commissioners Liaison • Special Events Advisory Committee, Liaison.

Councilor Herak reported from the Sanitary Board that the Town council and the board met during the Board’s recent study session discussing progress on the flood incident study and measures to move forward the progress on flood prevention and system improvement.

Amend the Agenda. Councilor Herak  suggested that the Town Council had sufficient matters to consider  at its next study session he moved to amend the agenda to permit the addition of changing the start time of the Study Session of February 18, 2008 from 7:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Councilor Novak seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a two-thirds vote being necessary, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The agenda was amended.

Change of Study Session Start Time. Councilor Herak moved to change the start time of the Study Session of February 18, 2008 from 7:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Councilor Novak seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The February 18, 2008 study session would begin at 6:30 p.m.

Councilor Herak reported from Parks and Recreation that Youth sports and Adult softball enrollment were underway. He further reported that the community open house to present and receive public comment on the proposed Master Plan went well.

Councilor Brian Novak: • Waterworks Board Liaison • Fire Personnel Committee Lake County Solid Waste Management District Board of Directors member • Insurance Committee, member.

Councilor Novak reported from the Waterworks Department that Verizon was initiating its construction of a cell tower on the Ridge road elevated water tank pursuant to its license agreement with the water utility. Councilor Novak further reported that the Hook Street Water improvement project had been awarded to Grimmer Construction.

Councilor Novak reported that the Lake County Solid Waste Management District was reviewing proposals from third parties to convert solid waste to ethanol.

Councilor Konnie Kuiper: Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners Liaison • Traffic Safety Commission Member • Chamber of Commerce Liaison

Councilor Kuiper reported that the Traffic Safety Commission met with representatives of the School Town and discussed parking issues near Southridge Elementary School.

Councilor Kuiper reported that police officer candidate interviews are underway.

Councilor Bernie Zemen: Town Executive • Police Pension Board of Trustees Chair • Budget Committee Chair • Redevelopment Commission Liaison• Plan Commission member • Insurance Committee, member.

The Town Council President reported that the Redevelopment Commission had a recent meeting with a developer expressing interest in projects in Highland.

The Town Council President offered a brief survey of matters pending before the Plan Commission.

Comments from the Public for Matters not on the Agenda

1.
Wally Evans, 3535 Wirth Road, Highland, inquired whether or the Town Council would consider adopting an ordinance to require the several shopping malls to install security cameras.


A colloquy ensued between and among members of the Town Council, Mr. Evans and the Town Council Attorney, regarding the whether or not such a regulation could be mandated easily by ordinance, and some of the competing merits regarding such a regulation.

Mr. Evans also expressed concern about the adequacy of the public input regarding the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. Mr. Evans further inquired whether or not a referendum would be employed before some of the proposals in the Master Plan would be implemented. Mr. Evans expressed his hope that the Park and Recreation Board would engage more public input.

2.
Eric Sprenger, 3119 Wirth Road, Highland, commended snow removal conducted on the Bike Trail. He further urged that its current name Cross-town Bike Trail be changed to Erie Lackawanna Trail, to be consistent with the origin of the former railroad right of way on which it rests and to be aligned with the naming used in surrounding communities.

3.
George Vande Werken,2925 44th Street, Highland, suggested that Mr. Evan’s inquiry regarding  a security camera requirement at shopping centers be further explored or referred to a committee.

Payment of Accounts Payable Vouchers. There being no further business from the floor, Councilor Herak  moved to allow the accounts payable vouchers as filed on the pending pay docket, covering the period December 28, 2006 through to February 11, 2008.  Councilor Novak seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were four affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The accounts payable vouchers were allowed and the clerk-treasurer was authorized to make payment.

General Fund, $638,841.28; Motor Vehicle Highway and Street (MVH) Fund, $115,898.68; Forfeit and Seized Asset Fund, $1,000.00; Law Enforcement Cont. Education and Supply Fund, $1,470.37; FSA Agency Fund, $3,536.80; Insurance Premium Fund, $413,707.97;Gasoline Fund, $34,232.69; Information and Communications Technology Fund, $4,683.66; Solid Waste District Grant Fund, $1,476.23; Donation Fund, $746.56; Rainy Day Fund, $133,000.00; Police Pension Fund, $53.60; Municipal Cumulative Capital Development Fund, $5,982.00; Traffic Violations Agency Fund, $1,472.00; Safe Neighborhood Grant Fund, $1,348.04; Total: $1,357,449.88.
Adjournment. Councilor Kuiper moved that the meeting be adjourned. Councilor Novak seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The regular meeting of the Town Council meeting of Monday, February 11, 2008 was adjourned at 7:58 O’clock p.m.

There was no study session following the meeting.

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA

Clerk-Treasurer

