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Enrolled Minutes of the Inaugural Meeting 

For the Twenty-Sixth Town Council of Highland

Tuesday, January 1, 2008

The Twenty Sixth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana met in its inaugural session for the purposes of offering the oath of office to the elected officers of the Town of Highland, who were elected in the Municipal Election, conducted November 6, 2007 and to take up such matters as may be properly placed before the body, on Tuesday, January 1, 2008 at 12:00 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana.

Hon. Julie Cantrell, Judge of the Lake Superior Court, County Division was present.

Mr. Robert Anderson, Esq., acting as Judge Pro Tempore for Judge Diana Kavadias-Schneider, was also present.

Pursuant to § 30.04 of the Municipal Code, the Clerk-Treasurer called the meeting to order.

The session was opened with Major David Cox, United States Air Force Reserve, brother-in-law to Town Councilor-elect Dan Vassar, leading the pledge of allegiance to the United States Flag.

The Reverend Randy Bergma, Pastor of First Christian Reformed Church, Highland, pronounced the invocation.

Acts to Qualify Elected Officials

Clerk-Treasurer Michael W. Griffin offered a brief survey of the history, origins and the meaning of the oath of office for the elected officials.

Clerk-Treasurer Michael Griffin was then presented to Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Carol L. Morrison. The Deputy Clerk-Treasurer administered the oath of office to the Clerk-Treasurer, who offered affirmation.

The Town Council members-elect Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Brian Novak and Konnie Kuiper were then presented individually by ward order, to the Hon. Julie Cantrell, Judge of the Lake Superior Court, County Division, in order to offer public recital of the oath office.

The Town Council member-elect Dan Vassar was presented  to the Mr. Robert Anderson, Acting as Judge Pro Tempore, in order to offer public recital of the oath office.

Council Members-Elect Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Dan Vassar, Brian Novak and Konnie Kuiper offered a sworn oath. Having been duly sworn on their official oath, the Town Council Members took their place on the dais.

The Clerk-Treasurer called the meeting to order for the purposes of electing Town Council Officers for 2008.

Roll Call: Present on roll call were Council Members Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Dan Vassar, Brian Novak, and Konnie Kuiper. 

Additional Officials Present: Rhett Tauber, Town Council Attorney; John Bach, Public Works Director; Carol L. Morrison, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer. 

Tom Arnold and Ed Dabrowski of the Park and Recreation Board; and Jim Turoci, Dan Stombaugh and Jim DeGrraaf of the Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners were also present.

In addition, the following officials were present:


Indiana State Representative Dan Stevenson


Lake County Auditor Peggy Holinga Katona


Highland Past Council member John Oakley


Highland School Board Trustee Larry Vassar


Highland School Board Member Carol Green-Fraley


Highland School Board Member David Turoci


Highland School Board Member Robert Kuva


Highland School Board Member Luanne Jurczak

Special Orders:

1. Election of Town Council Officers for 2008


a) Election of Town Council President. Council Member Herak nominated Bernie Zemen for Town Council President in 2008. There were no further nominations. Council Member Vassar moved that nominations be closed and that Councilor Bernie Zemen be elected President. Council Member Herak seconded.  Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. Council Member Bernie Zemen was elected the 56th Town Council President and assumed the chair.


b) Election of Vice President. Council Member Novak nominated Konnie Kuiper for Council Vice President. There were no further nominations. Council Member Herak moved that nominations be closed and that Councilor Konnie Kuiper  be elected Vice President. Council Member Novak seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. Council Member Kuiper was elected to serve as Vice President.

Appointments:

• Town Attorney Appointment:

Councilor Vassar moved to appoint Rhett Tauber and Tauber, Westland and Bennett to be Town Attorney. Councilor Kuiper seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. Mr. Tauber and the firm of Tauber and Westland were appointed. Mr. Tauber joined the dais.

• Statutory Boards and Commissions

1.  
Legislative Appointments to the Plan Commission ( 2 of 3 )

Legislative Appointment to the Lake County Solid Waste Management District


Council President Herak moved that Dan Vassar and Bernie Zemen be appointed to the Municipal Plan Commission and that Brian Novak be appointed to the Lake County Solid Waste Municipal District. Councilor Kuiper seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives.

Good & Welfare

Councilor Herak congratulated all the newly elected officials and noted that this was the first time in 28 years that his mother had missed an oath of office for him.

Councilor Vassar expressed thanks to his family identifying all those present and congratulated all his fellow Council members.

Councilor Novak expressed thanks to his family identifying all those present an congratulated all his fellow Council members and wished all a Happy and prosperous New Year.

Councilor Kuiper expressed thanks to his family, asked that the people of the Town please stay in touch and for the prayers of the public as the Council serves.

Town Clerk-Treasurer offered his thanks for the public affirmation of his service. 

Councilor Zemen expressed thanks to his family, and expressed his appreciation at being elected Preisdent.

• Appointment and Announcement of  Town Council Committees and Liaisons for 2008.
The Town Council President  announced the following committee and liaison assignments.

Bernie Zemen

Town Executive (I.C. 36-1-2-5-(4);I.C. 36-5-2-2;I.C. 36-5-2-7)




Board of Trustees of the Police Pension Fund, Chair




Budget Committee Chair




Redevelopment Commission, Liaison




Insurance committee, member

Mark Herak

Advisory Board of Zoning Appeals, Liaison 




Board of Sanitary Commissioners, Liaison




Special Events Advisory Committee, Liaison

Dan Vassar

Park and Recreation Board, Liaison




Building and Inspection Department Committee/Liaison

Brain Novak

Board of Waterworks Directors, Liaison




Fire Department, Liaison




Insurance committee, member

Konnie Kuiper

Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners, Liaison




Chamber of Commerce, Liaison

Michael W. Griffin
CATV Committee/Gaming Consortium Representative

Clerk-Treasurer

Unfinished Business and General Orders:

1. 
Works Board Order No. 2008-01: An Order of the Works Board to Authorize the Purchase of 21 Dell brand desktop computers, pursuant to IC 5-22-10 and the Purchase Code of the Town.


Councilor Herak moved the passage and adoption of Works Board Order No. 2008-01. Councilor Novak seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The order was adopted.

Town of Highland

Board of Works

Order of the Works Board 2008-01

An Order Approving and Authorizing the Town Clerk-Treasurer to Enter into a Purchase with CBL Associates for Dell Personal Desktop Computers, defining this as a Special Purchase under §31.20(I)(6) & (13) of the Municipal Code.


Whereas, 
The Town of Highland Office of Clerk-Treasurer, as part of its public duties, has responsibility for the preservation, maintenance and public access to certain public records of the Town Legislative Body and of the municipality, except where another office by law is specifically directed to perform this function, and, from time to time, it is necessary to purchase and or lease materials and supplies in order to better carryout the functions of the department; and


Whereas, 
The Town of Highland Metropolitan Police Department, as part of its public duties, utilizes desktops computers as part of carrying out its responsibilities for law enforcement in the Town of Highland; and

Whereas, 
The Clerk-Treasurer and the Metropolitan Police Chief have determined a need to obtain certain computer equipment and software supplies and has secured a quote from CBL Associates for the purchase of twenty-one (21) Dell Desktops Computers at the unit price of $1,100 each, in the total amount of $23,100.00; and

Whereas, 
In order to obtain certain economies, the Clerk-Treasurer seeks to combine the order for the Metropolitan Police Department and those that are for other departments; and

Whereas, The Town Council as the Works Board of the Municipality, pursuant to §31.17(A)(9) of the HMC serves as purchasing agency for the Office of the Clerk-Treasurer; and

Whereas, The Town Council as the Works Board of the Municipality, pursuant to §31.17(A)(3) of the HMC serves as purchasing agency for the Metropolitan Police Department; and

Whereas, The amount of the purchase exceeds ten thousand ($10,000) and, pursuant to §31.18(C) of the HMC, requires the express approval of the purchasing agency; and
Whereas, The Clerk-Treasurer, pursuant to §31.19(D)(10) and the Metropolitan Police Chief, pursuant to §31.19(D)(2) of the HMC, serves as the Purchasing Agent for their respective offices or departments; and


Whereas, The   single payment will be supported by an approved existing appropriation in the Municipal Cumulative Capital Fund and other lawful funds of the unit; and

Whereas, The Town Council now desires to approve and authorize the Clerk-Treasurer to enter a purchase agreement pursuant to the terms stated herein. 

Now Therefore Be it Ordered by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, acting as the Works Board of Municipality: 

Section 1.
That the Clerk-Treasurer is hereby directed and authorized to purchase thirteen (13) Dell Desktops Computers at the unit price of $1,100 each, in the total amount of $14,300.00;

Section 2.
That the Metropolitan Police Chief is hereby directed and authorized to purchase eight (8) Dell Desktops Computers at the unit price of $1,100 each, in the total amount of $8,800.00;

Section 3.
That the Clerk-Treasurer is hereby directed and authorized to purchase the forgoing units as a single order of twenty-one (21) Dell Desktops Computers at the unit price of $1,100 each, in the total amount of $23,100.00 in order to obtain the group discount offered for the total purchase;

Section 4.
That this purchase is a qualified special purchase as the market structure for these items are based on price but the governmental body is able to receive a dollar or percentage discount of the established price, and there exists a unique opportunity to obtain supplies or services at a substantial savings to the governmental body, all pursuant to Section § 31.20(I) (6) and (I) (13) as well as IC 5-22-10 et sequitur;

.


Section 5. 
That the Clerk-Treasurer is authorized and directed to execute the purchase agreement and any additional documents in order to implement the purchase and licensing.


Be it So Ordered.

Duly, Passed, Adopted and Ordered by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, Indiana, acting as the Works Board, this 1st day of January 2008 having passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed.

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of

HIGHLAND, INDIANA

Bernie Zemen, President (IC 36-5-2-10)

Attest:

Michael W. Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-16-4-1;IC 36-5-6-5)

It was announced that a reception for the public and guests would be conducted immediatlely following the meeting at the Kuiper Museum, XXXXX    Griffith, Indiana.

Reverend Randy Bergsma, Pastor of First Christian Reformed Church Highland, pronounced the benediction. 

Adjournment: Council Member Herak moved to adjourn and Council Member Kuiper seconded. On a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The January 1, 2008 inaugural meeting stood adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 

Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/CMC/CPFA


Clerk-Treasurer

