Memorandum of the Meeting

Joint Meeting of the Twenty-Sixth Town Council, Redevelopment Commission

and Plan Commission

Study Session

Wednesday, January 30, 2008

The Twenty-Sixth Town Council, the Redevelopment Commission and the Plan Commission of the Town of Highland met in study session on Wednesday, January 30, 2008 at 6:30 o’clock a.m. The meeting was held in the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana 46322.

The study session was called to order by Adam Gawlikowski, President of the Redevelopment Commission; Bernie Zemen, President of the Highland Town Council and Judith Mayer, Vice President of  the Plan Commission.

Silent Roll Call: Town Councilors: Bernie Zemen, Konnie Kuiper, Brian Novak and Dan Vassar.  Redevelopment Commissioners: Adam Gawlikowski, Jim Kessler and Brice Johnson.  Plan Commissioners: Judith Mayer, Dave Jones, Doug Hadley and Mario Martini.  Town Councilor Mark Herak arrived at 7:05 p.m.  The Town Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Carol Morrison was present to memorialize the proceedings. A quorum was attained.

Additional Officials Present: Cecile Petro, Redevelopment Director; Ken Mika, Building Commissioner; Rhett Tauber, Town Attorney; George Vande Werken, Economic Development Commissioner 

General Substance of Matters Discussed

The purpose of this study session was to discuss and review the proposed Highland Acres Economic Development Area.   This area, which is comprised of 19.74 acres, is located at the Northwest corner of Indianapolis Boulevard and Main Street. 

1. The Redevelopment Director gave an overview and history of the project to date and presented materials regarding the proposed area.  She discussed the reasons for changing the plan from a Redevelopment to an Economic Development Area.   The basis for designating this as either a Redevelopment or an Economic Development Area is to have some control on the development of the area.

The discussion included concerns from residents in this area.  It was stated that the residents were against designating this area as a Redevelopment Area.  There is fear about imposing eminent domain in the area.   Some present stated they had spoken with the residents and the residents did not have concerns about the area.  A conversation ensued and it was determined that meeting with the residents would be the best approach.

The discussion also addressed eminent domain.  A commissioner brought up the fact that the State Legislature was addressing eminent domain in this Legislative Session and it might no longer be an option.  Some members present expressed that they were not in favor of eminent domain.   It was stated that a Redevelopment Area may use eminent domain; however, an Economic Development Area may not.

The Redevelopment Director explained that the Commission wanted the area to be designated as an Economic Development Area.  This would alleviate the fear of eminent domain since the Redevelopment Commission does not have authority for eminent domain within an Economic Development Area. 

  A member present stated that he felt the area would be developed anyway.  He further stated that the Plan Commission has some control over what is developed in that area.  He also stated that residents that he had spoken with were more concerned about development of the north area of the Town.  There was some discussion regarding the north area of Town.  It was stated that plans are underway for the development of that area.

In conclusion, most of the board members present were in favor of moving forward with further discussion in designating the area as an Economic Development Area.  Plans were made to meet with the local residents of the area and have a representative from each of the boards present to attend the meetings. 

There being no further business before the Councils, the meeting of Wednesday, January 30, 2008 was adjourned at 8:38 o’clock p.m.

__________________________________

Carol L. Morrison, IAMC/CMC

 Deputy Clerk-Treasurer 

